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Publisher’s Note 


The present book, ‘Method : Teaching of 
Geography’, in the series of the methods of 
teaching of different subjects, has been written to 
cater to the needs of the students of L. T., B. T, 
B. Ed., etc. classes of different universities and 
training colleges. Thebook has been prepared with 
a view to help the teachers under preparation, to 
understand the requirements of the method of 
teaching of Geography and draw their Lesson Plans 
for ‘Practice Teaching’ in class rooms. 


The book has been written in question-answer 
form in order to enable students to know how to 
put forward the answers to the questions that may 
be asked at their final examination. While doing 
so, every attempt has been made to collect the 
standard material on various topics, connected with 
the teaching of Geography, and put it forward in 
form of the answers to the questions. In order to 
make the study of the book convenient to the 
students, no pain has been spared to present the 
subject-matter in simple language and lucid style. 
The main aim of writing this book has been to help 
to students to get the standard material on the 
teaching of Geography, collected at one place. _ 


CED.) 


While preparing this book, the author has 
drawn inspiration from various books written by 
Indian as well as foreign authors on the subject. 
The author and publishers are grateful to the 
authors and publishers of all these works 


Suggestions for the improvement of the book 
shall be gratefully acknowledged and incorporated. 
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CHAPTER I 


Geography—Definition, Scope of Study and 
Subject Matter 


Q. What is Geography ? What are the subjects included in its 
scope of study and subject material ? 


Ans. Geography and its importance. 

Geography is one of the social sciences which is now heading 
towards a scientific form. Man, in fact, is a creature of nature 
which undergoes change constantly. It is the change which: is 
the fundamental of the development and progress. Similarly, 
Geography has also bees a progressive and changing as well as 
dynamic subject. It was as late as 1905 that it came to occupy 
an important place in the curriculum, It was Prof. A. Z: Her- 
bertson who contributed in making the subject interesting and 
gave ita new scientific outlook. Scientific inventions have made 
man well aware of the secrets of nature. It has also made him 
go near the nature which was one dreaded by people at large. 
Since that day, the scope of the subject. of study of Geography has 
widened and it has become very important. Every day we make 
use of the knowledge of this subject. It is, therefore, natural to 
try to know about Geography. It is a natural question to ask— 
What is Geography ? 


What is Geography ? Geography literally means (Geo graphy) 
description of the earth. EHarthis full of various things and it is 
difficult to study it in isolation. In fact, earth in synonymous 
with world, which is again rich with various things. If we take 
to describing every thing that we find on earth, it shall be difficult 
to come out with a definition. We have to take to certain im- 
portant things and leave out unimportant ones. In order to 
come to this position, we have to come forward with certain prin- 
ciples which help us to study earth with its relevant factors. 
In fact, we study earth as the home of man. It. shall, therefore, 
be quite proper to define Geography in the following words of 
Prof. E. A. Macnee— 


“So, to give amore explicit definition, Geography is the study 
of the earth as the home of maa, or, in other words, Geography is 
the study of the environment of man ; physical and social, particularly 
in its relation to human activities.” 


Professor J. Fairgrieve has defined Geography as the description 
of the earth, 
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= "At another place he has defined this subject in relation to 
‘training of future citizens, in the following words :— 

‘The function of Geography is to train future citizens to 
imagine accurately the conditions of the great world stage and so to 
help them to think sanely about political and social problems in the 
world around.” 

The definition of J. Fairgrieve which calls Geography the des- 
cription of the earth,’ throws light on those bases which have 
brought the development of Geography. This definition will also 
help us to know about the basic priociples of the subject. Fot 
example, we may see that in olden days people carried out long 
journey by land route and sea route. They drew up charts 
and pictures of these travels. They were also successful in acquir- 
ing more knowledge about the natural features and physical fea- 
tures of the earth. A literature that deals with all these things 
gives description of various difficulties that they had to face in 
reaching those places. It also gives description of various rivers, 
mountains, forests, deserts and all other things. In short, they 
presented a description of those things which, later on, formed 
Geography. Thus, the description of the various parts of hemis- 
phere presents the subject matter of Geography. All this descrip- 
tion can be called a part of Geography. But Geography is not 
limited to this description. Such a description can only do some 
good to citizens. But Geography is something more than that. 
Itis broad based knowledge of all these things and requires fur- 


ther understanding and description. We shall try to assess that 
thing as well. 


Geography in the beginning did not have a very wide scope. 
It was limited in subject matter. Travellers used to go to various 
places and met different sorts of persons. They had to cross 
rivers, climates, mountains and change ways in order to proceed 
on their journey. Due to this task of travelling, they came across 
various cities and had a look at them. They had to face the 
vagaries of weather. Sometimes the rain obstructed their way 
and sometimes the storm would dislocate their schedule of journey. 
By and by tendency to travel by water-ways developed. This 
Sea journey gave people an opportunity to see various lands and 
they earned rich dividends by taking to trade. This had an effect 
on Geography. Knowledge of Geography was based on the des- 
cription gives by travellers. They would describe about the 
mountains, rivers and the beauty of the lands. All this was 
included in the subject matter of Geography. This essentially 
indicates that Geography was descriptive. Descriptive element in 
Geography, later on, grew into a different aspect. 

“Geography is the science of description” —J. Fairgrieve. This 
definition 18 more comprehensive. This does not include only the 
description of the earth. Now Geography started taking into 
consideration certain other allied factors of knowledge. This 
thing brought an element of science in it. 
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Later on, Fairgrieve himself had to revise his definition in 
order to include the developing subject matter of Geography. He 
described it in the following words :— 

“Geography is the science which treats the relation between the: 
earth and man.” 

Or 

“Geography is the science which treats of the influence on the 

man of local conditions and space relations.” 


These definitions very clearly bring to light the influences that 
man has of the environment. Man also influences the environ- 
ment. Thus, there is an inter-section between man and environ- 
ment. Day-to-day needs of human beings are studied in the sub- 
ject matter of Geography. Man has innumerable wants and it is 
the nature that fulfils most of the wants. It can also not be denied 
that the wants are generated by nature. For example, men 
living in cold countries have to put on warm and tight clothes, 
persons living on the sea shore are good navigators. All these 
factors indicate that the environment has its influence on man. 
That is why people have said that man is the creation of environ- 
ment. With this aim in view Prof. L. Dudley Stamp has defined 
Geography like this— 

It is “a description of the world and of its inhabitants.” 


This definition very clearly indicates that Geography takes 
into consideration the human factor. It is, in fact, not only the 
study of the physical factors and environment but also study of 
the human activities carried out in relation to environment. Man 
is the centre of the activities of the world. Similarly, he is the 
centre of the study of the subject matter of Geography. 


“Geography is the study of the changes and the development.” 
This definition very correctly takes into consideration the changes 
and developments that are continuously and continually taking 
Place on the face of the nature. Man and animal have to sur- 
vive and struggle for their existence against the cruelties of 
nature. The changes that takes place are well reflected in the 
face of the nature, formation of human beings and animals. It 
is, therefore, natural for Geography to study the various 
factors that have brought about the changes, development and 
the downfall of the civilizations of the world. 


“Geography is the comparative study of Earth Regions.” In 
the subject-matter of Geography, we find the similarity and the 
Contrast of the nature study. Various factors of nature -are 
Tesponsible for the development of art, literature, religion, history, 
Philosophy etc. Study of Geography is not, therefore, limited 
up to inanimate part of the nature. It has also to do with the 
animate beings of this earth. 


“Geography is an earthly subject but a heavenly science.” 
4 —Edmund Burke 
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This definition of Geography also takes into consideration 
the element of astronomy or the sun, the moon and other 
heavenly bodies. It is true that while living on this earth, we do 
study the movement of the sun, the moon and other planets. In 
Geography rain, clouds, air, cold, temperature, etc. are also 
studied. Geography, therefore, includes physical factors as well. 
It is, therefore, quite natural to call it a science of the study of 
heavenly bodies. 


“We stand on a microscopic island of knowledge, amidst incon- 
ceivable vast ocean of the unknown.” 


Study of unknown forms the subject matter of Geography- 
as well. In other words, it means that in the world there are 
innumerable things about which man does not have any correct 
knowledge. With the help of the study of Geography we are, 
able to know about various unknown things. In other words 
Geography is helpful in adding to our knowledge. It is on 
account of this reason that it is called the study of unknown, In fact 
this definition would be equally applicable to other sciences and 
fields of the study. 


“Geography is the science of initiative, for by means of it we 
establish our relations with the world and without it we may easily lag 
behind in the march of progress.” —E. G, Steal 


This definition very clearly indicates that Geography is very 
helpful in our development. Without the knowledge of Geograpy 
it may not be possible for us to make proper development. This 
definition is narrow in the sense that it does not give us the idea 
as to how do the social, religious, political, historical and scien- 
tific factors march ahead on the path of progress. However, 
this gefnition tries to give usan idea of the progress that we try 
to make, 


“Geography is the science of relationship between physical 
inorganic factors and principles and activities of organic factors.” 
—James Fairgrieve 
In other words, this definition means fthat “Geography is the 
study of inter-action between man and his environment.” In our 
environment we have rais, air, temperature, currents, ebb and 
tide, mountains, rivers, animals and fowls etc. Inanimate or 
inorganic factors do influence the living beings or organic factors. 
This influence is sometimes evident and sometimes it remains 
unnoticed. This is true about man as well. Man is also influenced 
by inorganic factors. This influence or impact is felt by him in 
several ways. In Geography we do try to study this thing. But this 
is only a part of the subject-matter of Geography. There are other 
things as well that are studied in Geography. 
“Geography is the science which deals with forms of relief on the 


earth's crust and the influences which these forms exercise on the 
distribution of other phenomena,” 
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This definition indicates that certain physical factors continue 
to influence other physical factors. This confines itself to the 
study of rain, air, temperature on certain other factors of nature. 
It is natural for the nature to be dynamic and active. This definition 
does lay stress on this aspect of the nature. Itis quite pertinent 
for the clouds to strike against the mountains of Himalayas 
and sprinkle in form of rain. But this definition is not all in 
all. There are certain other factors that are studied in Geography. 
Inter-action of various factors of nature is not the only thing that 
Geography studies. It has a wider perspective. Prof. Unstead has 
realised this and defined Geography in the following words :— 


“Geography is the science which investigates the condition of 
macro-organism and the space relations of its component parts.” 


This definition shows that Geography is the science which 
studies the various stages and parts of the living beings of this 
world in reference to their local relations. Such a definition 
lays greater stress on the local conditions. 


“Geography deals with actions and reactions that take place 
within the hydro-sphere.” 


In other words, this definition means that under Geography 
we study the actions and reactions of the various objects living 
on the surface of this earth and the waters. This definition, in 
fact, is narrow. Land is not influenced by waters only. Certain 
other factors also influence the life on this earth. They have also 
to be taken into consideration. 


“The old Geography worked from effect to cause, modern 
Geography works from cause to effect.” —L. Dudley Stamp 


This definition lays stress on the cause-effect relationship that 
we find in the study of Geography. No event can take place 
without a cause. Similarly no cause can remain dormant. It is 
bound to effect some events. In modern Geography this factor 
is very well realised and recognised, 


The Geography with which we are concerned today is 
modern Geography. This modern Geography is the result of 
certain stages of development. In the present set-up Geography 
does not confine itself to learning by heart certain lists of things. 
The element of scientific study has taken full control of the 
study of Geography. In fact, Geography today is a combination 
of art and science. It has also some relationship with other 
social sciences. Its scope of study is quite broad. Various 
natural conditions of the world, planets of the atmosphere and 
other heavenly bodies are also studied by it. Nature and other 
natural factors also form the study of subject-matter of Geography. 
In it, cause and effect relationship is properly maintained. It 
is the cause which creates an effect and every effect always has 
a cause behind it. This fact is very well recognised in Geography. 
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Geography is a social science and art 
e It tries to train and develop good citizens who may be able 
to solve various social, economic and political problems of the 
country. These citizens have to play their role effectively. Thus, 
the scope of the study of Geography is quite wide. It takes into 
consideration various facets of nature as well as human life. 
In the following pages we shall try to talk about the scope and 
subject-matter of Geography. 
Scope of study of Geography 
Today the scope of study of Geography has widened. It 
is no more simply the description of the earth and its inhabitants. 
It is assumed wider dimensions. It has also grown out of its 
descriptive character. It does not confine itself only to cram- 
ming of the names of the rivers and mountains. Now element 
of scientific study has taken a complete control of the method 
and scope of study of Geography. Now an attempt is made to 
establish cause and effect relationship between various factors 
of Geography. It is now studied as a subject dealing with the 
process of adjustment of human beings with their physical and 
natural environment. It also studies various activities of mankind 
with reference to the physical and the natural environment. 
There is no human activity which is notinfluenced by Geogra- 
phical factors It is always proper to study human activities and 
natural factors in relation to each other Geography today has 
responsibility towards society as well. It also tries to create and 
develop good citizens. Human beings have their activities 
develop constantly. This constant development of the human 
activities and the constant change in the physical factors has 
a bearing on the scope of the study of Geography. Every day 
the scope of the study of Geography is growing wider. It includes 
the study of the following things :— 


(a) Natural environment—In Geography we study various 
factors concerning physical environment such as the shape of the 
earth, the formation of the crust of the earth, rivers and their 
flow, causes of creation of deserts, oceans, mountains, etc. 


Under Geography we also study various t 
; us ; es of rocks, 
climates, natural resources, soil, land and other oops. While 


studying all these things, we do not fo 
Lat rget and leave the human 


Human activities in relation to physical environment 


In Geography we also study human activities i i 

r é stuc ivities in t 
physical and Geographical environment. Physical Bee oontinas 
to influence the human activities. A person living in cold 
climate is bound to be laborious and hard working, while a 


person living in a warm country is likely to be lethargi 
In Geography we have not to study things as ther ae We =i 
also to study thiags and human açtivities, as they should be. 
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This would help them to grow into ideal citizens. In Geography 
we also Jearn about those factors which have made people take 
to hunting or some industrial job. We find that certain countries 
produce raw materials while others manufacture goods. Human 
activity is responsible for all these things. In Geography these 
things are studied in the light of the fact that man is a member 
of the society. 


Social activities of man 

Man does not live all alone. He lives as a member of 
the society and Coes his activities in that light. All the activities 
of man, whether they are in relation to the physical environment 
or some such other environment, are bound to be influenced by 
social considerations. Man has been able to make the develop- 
ment only on account of this instinct of society. In Geography 
we lock towards all these activities. While talking about the 
Geographical factors, one should not forget that these Geographi- 
cal factors are also influenced by human activities and that too 


of a social being. 


Political activities 

Political activities and political set-up are very much in- 
fluenced by Geographical factors. Then Geographical factors 
are confined within the limits of particular State or country which 
is nothing but a political delimitation. In Geography these 
factors are also kept in mind. 


Various divisions and departments of Geography 

Geography is divided into various departments. These 
departments are the divisions and classification of Geography. 
From the point of view of subject-matter of study, Geography 
is divided into the following divisions and departments. 


Physical Geography 

In this branch of Geography various physical factors are 
studied. There is the study of the land, the sea and the atmos- 
phere and various phenomena connected with all these things. 
There are certain physical laws that govern the movement and 
the formation of the earth, the ocean and its waters, the climate 
and the vegetation. In physical Geography all these things are 
studied. 


Human Geography 

Human factor is a recent addition to the subject-matter of 
Geography. Various activities that take place on the surface of 
the earth are carried out by human beings. Man does one thing 
orthe othcr on the surface of the earth. He takes to agricul- 
ture or poultry-farming, establishes big industries and takes to 
mining. All these activities are very much influenced by physical 
factors, Human Geography studies the human activities in rela- 
tion to these factors, 
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Geography is a socia! science and art 


It tries to train and develop good citizens who may be able 
to solve various social, economic and political problems of the 
country. These citizens have to play their role effectively. Thus, 
the scope of the study of Geography is quite wide. It takes into 
consideration various facets of nature as well as human life. 
In the following pages we shall try to talk about the scope and 
subject-matter of Geography. 

Scope of study of Geography 

Today the scope of study of Geography has widened. It 
is no more simply the description of the earth and its inhabitants. 
It is assumed wider dimensions. It has also grown out of its 
descriptive character. It does not confine itself only to cram- 
ming of the names of the rivers and mountains. Now element 
of scientific study has taken a complete contro! of the method 
and scope of study of Geography. Now an attempt is made to 
establish cause and effect relationship between various factors 
of Geography. It is now studied as a subject dealing with the 
process of adjustment of human beings with their physical and 
natural environment. It also studies various activities of mankind 
with reference to the physical and the natural environment. 
There is no human activity which is not influenced by Geogra- 
phical factors It is always proper to study human activities and 
natural factors in relation to each other Geography today has 
responsibility towards society as well. It also tries to create and 
develop good citizens. Human beings have their activities 
develop constantly. This constant development of the human 
activities and the constant change in the physical factors has 
a bearing on the scope of the study of Geography. Every day 
the scope of the study of Geography is growing wider. It includes 
the study of the following things :— 


(a) Natural environment—In Geography we study various 
factors concerning physical environment such as the shape of the 
earth, the formation of the crust of the earth, rivers and their 
flow, causes of creation of deserts, oceans, mountains, etc. 


_ Under Geography we also study various types of rocks, 
climates, natural resources, soil, land and other things. While 


seeding all these things, we do not forget and leave the human 
actor. 


Human activities in relation to physical environment 


In Geography we also study human activities in relation to 
physical and Geographical environment. Physical factors continue 
to influence the human activities. A person living in cold 
climate is bound to be laborious and hard working, while a 
person living in a warm country is likely to be lethargic and lazy. 
In Geography we have not to study things as they are. We have 
also to study thiags and human activities, as they should be, 
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This would help them to grow into ideal citizens. In Geography 
we also learn about those factors which have made people take 
to hunting or some industrial job. We find that certain countries 
produce raw materials while others manufacture goods. Human 
activity is responsible for all these things. In Geography these 
things are studied in the light of the fact that man is a member 
of the society. 


Social activities of man 

Man does not live all alone. He lives as a member of 
the society and Coes his activities in that light. All the activities 
of man, whether they are in relation to the physical environment 
or some such other environment, are bound to be influenced by 
social considerations. Man has been able to make the develop- 
ment only on account of this instinct of society. In Geography 
we look towards all these activities. While talking about the 
Geographical factors, one should not forget that these Geographi- 
cal factors are also influenced by human activities and that too 
of a social being. 


Political activities 

Political activities and political set-up are very much in- 
fluenced by Geographical factors. Then Geographical factors 
are confined within the limits of particular State or country which 
is nothing but a political delimitation. In Geography these 
factors are also kept in mind. 


Various divisions and departments of Geography 

Geography is divided into various departments. These 
departments are the divisions and classification of Geography. 
From the point of view of subject-matter of study, Geography 
is divided into the following divisions and departments. 


Physical Geography 

In this branch of Geography various physical factors are 
studied. There is the study of the land, the sea and the atmos- 
phere and various phenomena connected with all these things. 
There are ceriain physical Jaws that govern the movement and 
the formation of the earth, the ocean and its waters, the climate 
and the vegetation. In physical Geography all these things are 
studied, 


Human Geography 

Human factor is a recent addition to the subject-matter of 
Geography. Various activities that take place on the surface of 
the earth are carried out by human beings. Man does one thing 
or the other on the surface of the earth. He takes to agricul- 
ture or poultry-farming, establishes big industries and takes to 
mining. All these activities are very much influenced by physical 
factors, Human Geography studies the human activities in rela- 
tion to these factors, 
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Economic Geography 

This is again a new branch of Geography, which studies the 
influence of the Geographical factors on the economic activities of 
man. Industrial activities such as manufacturing of goods, agri- 
cultural produces, means of communication and transport, etc. 
are studied in Economic Geography. Mineral wealth of a country 
is also studied under this branch of Geography. This has now 
assumed great importance on account of the importance of econo- 
mic factor in our life. With the help of the knowledge acquired 
through this branch of Geography, people can bring about a 
development of their economic conditions. 


Political Geography 

This branch of Geography is introduced in higher classes, 
say University classes. While doing so, we think that political 
Geography can be of interest to developed minds. In this branch 
we study the political divisions with special reference to various 
physical factors. The whole of the world is divided into political 
divisions known as countries or lands. In Political Geography 
attempt is made to study the geographical factors such as lands, 
sea, progress and development of various industries, development 
of various cities of various political divisions commonly known as 
countries. 


Historical Geography 


This is history of the Geography. In this branch of the 
study an alt.mpt is made to study the influence of the geographical 
factors caused on human beings since ages. It is, in fact, a 
chronological study of the influence of geographical factors on 
human life. Such studies are also helpful in assessing the in- 
fluence of physical factors on human activities. Knowledge of all 
these things is very useful for the students. 


Points of Revision 


i. Geography is the subject that studies about man and his 
enyironment and their inter-action. 


2. It makes comparative study of various regions of earth. 
3. Geography is a social science as well as art. 


4. It studies natural environment, human activities as well as 
political activities. 
5. Following are the various departments of Geography :— 


(a) Physical Geography, (b) Human Geography. c) Economic 
Geography, (d) Political Geography, and (e) S Geography. 


CHAPTER IT ? = 


Importance of Geography and its place 
in Curriculum 


Q. What is the importance of Geography in the curriculum 
and syllabus of teaching ? Discuss 


Ans. Importance of the teaching of Geography 

Geography is a subject with varied importance and variegated 
utility. At one erd of the subject we have subjects like Bio- 
logy, Anthropology, Mathematics, Sociology, Economics, Metal- 
lurgy and such other sciences while on the other end we have 
humanities that continue to influence the subject-matter of Geo- 
graphy. Human activities are also influenced and determined 
by geographical factors. On account of all these reascns, the 
importance of Geography has grown much. In the subject- 
matter we have thestudy of the natural environment of man 
studied in it on the other hand we have the study of social and 
cultural environments. Very few subjects have such a manifold 
bearing on the scope of study. Geography is, in fact, a link between 
natural sciences and socio-sciences. Itis very helpful in studying 
various political and social problems of our society. 


Geography has the elements of science as well as art in it. 
It is not possible for us to go without its study. It is based on 
cause and effect theory. It tries to put forward answers to various 
physical phenomena, All its answers are guided by certain 
reasons and causes. 

In this modern age, Geography has helped the development 
of various subjects. The background to the study of literature, 
history and other art subjects is provided by Geography. On the 
other hand, Geography is helpful in the development and flourish- 
ing of various science subjects. It, therefore, occupies a very 
important place in the syllabus of our study. 


Man and Geography 

Human life and its various facets, including thinking, are 
influenced by Geography. It is the Geography that influences 
the cultural development of human race. Without the know- 
ledge of Geography, the knowledge of various subjects shall 
remain truncated. Today we are living in an age when barriers 
of land have ceased to exist. Man lives in an international age 
with a cosmopolitan outlook. We have to understand the like 
and the culture of other countries. It is the Geography which 
provides knowledge of all these things. 

If, at all, we are anxious and interested to know the history 
of any country, we shall have to take a lot of help from the 
knowledge of Geography of that particular country. It is the 
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stage on which the drama of history is enacted. Literature has 
a lot of description of geographical things. Description of nature, 
which forms an important and integral part of literature, is 
nothing but a part of Geography. Geography has, therefore, to 
find a place in our syllabus and curriculum 


No country can plan its education without having a keen 
eye on its social objectives. These social objectives are very much 
governed and guided by the geographical factors. In fact, it is 
the Geography which, to a very great extent, determines and 
influences the socio-economic values of a country. Geography has, 
therefore, to be given an important place in our curriculum 


Importance of Geography 


Geography finds its place in the educational syllabus because 
it is very important for human race. Its importance can be 
Classified under the following heads :— 


(1) Practical importance of Geography— Geography has 
an important place in our life. It enables the students to face the 
various problem of life. Nobody has denied the practical value 
and importance of Geography. Students of Geography are able 
to know about the natural conditions of the whole country, its 
Climate, vegetation, natural resources and its mineral wealth. 
Through Geography it is also possible to have the knowledge of 
the trade and industry of a particular country. This knowledge 
enables youngmen to plan the future. Suppose a person is 
interested in establishing an industry, after completion of the 
education, he shall not be able to do it unless he has an idea of the 
natural resources needed for the location of that industry. Through 
the knowledge of Geography, he shall be able to know the place 
where those resources are available. 


Geography enables us to acquire knowledge about the earth 
on which we live. It is also helpful an acquiring knowledge about 
people of other countries with whom we may have social, political 
and economic relations. This very clearly indicates the practical 
value of Geography. 


(2) Utility and importance of the kuowledge of Geography 
for administrators and politicians—Politicians and adminis- 
trators cannot run the administration of a particular country 
without having knowledge of the geographical conditions of that 
country. Economic, political and social life is very much governed 
by geographical factors. Through the knowledge of Geography, it is 
also possible to know about the inter-dependence of the people 
of various countries No country can live without taking help 
from other countries. In order to have Proper relationship, it is 
necessary to have proper knowledge of the geographical factors. 
Administrators of a country, that is industrially developed, have 
to fiad countries where their finished and Manufactured goods 
may find a market, It is the knowledge of Geography which 
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helps them to know about all these things. Unless the adminis- 
trators of a country know of it, then shall not be able to enjoy 
the goodwill of their countrymen. It is with the knowledge of 
Geography that the politicians and administrators shall be able 
to establish beneficial mutual relationship with other countries and 
their neighbouring world. 


(3) Natural curiosity—Man has the natural curiosity to 
know about other people and other countries. Geography is help- 
ful in meeting this curiosity. Man is also anxious to know about 
the various actors that influence our life. It is knowledge of 
Geography that helps us to know about all these things. From 
this point of view as well, i.e, satisfying the natural curiosity of 
a man, Geography has its importance. 


(4) Economic importance of Geography—Geography has its 
importance for economic life as well. Through the knowledge of 
Geography, it is possible to know about the natural resources, 
the mineral wealth, the vegetation wealth and other things that 
shall be helpful for our economic life. No individual and no 
country can progress and flourish unless it is economically sound. 
In this task knowledge of Geography is very helpful. 


(5) Political importance of the kuowledge of Geogra- 
phy—No country can have political importance unless it is able 
to know about the conditions of other countries. This is true of 
individuals as well. Through the knowledge of Geography, it is 
possible to know about all these things. 

Knowledge of Geography also develops a sympathetic outlook 
in the people of a particular country. People are able to 
understand the problems and conditions of other countries and 
so they understand their difficulties and problems and try to 
sympathise with them. A man living in fertile country can very 
well realise the difficulties of the people living ina desert. This 
would also bring about the world together and its many politi- 
cal problems. 


(6) Importance in understanding and acquiring the knowledge 
of various social sciences such as Political Science, History, 
Sociology, Theology, etc.—Knowledge of Geography is helpful 
in understanding and having a proper knowledge of various 
social sciences. Without proper knowledge of Geography, it is 
difficult to have proper assessment of History. We have already 
stated that Geography provides the stage on which the drama of 
History is enacted. Historical events were governed by geogra- 
phical factors. If civilization developed first in India and Egypt, 
it was on account of geographical reasons. All these reasons help 
us to have proper knowledge of the subject. 


Political life of a nation is very much governed by its geogra- 
phical importance. People take to a particular political system 
on account of the geographical factors. For example, if direct 
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democracy is prevalent in Switzerland even today, it is very much 
governed by geographical factors. Similarly, if democracy could 
succeed in England, it was, to a very great extent, on account of 
its geographical factors. Knowledge of political science can be 
thoroughly acquired only with the help of the knowledge of 
Geography. 

Our social customs and social life are very much governed by 
our geographical factors. Our natural resources, to a very great 
extent, determine the structure of our society. Social structure 
of a country with rich natural resources is bound to be of a 
tich and cultured type. Sociology can be properly understood 
only in the background of the knowledge of Geography. 


What has been said about History, Political Science and 
Sociology is also true of Theology. Theology, as we know, is the 
science of religion. Religion is also governed by geographical 
factors. Rules of a religion, that develop in a rich country, are 
bound to be different from the rules of a country that has deve- 
loped in a country with difficult conditions. Religion of people 
living in desert is bound to be of strict and austere type. 


Cultural and intellectual importance of Geography 

With the knowledge of Geography, it is possible for us to 
acquire knowledge about the cultural and intellectual life of a 
particular nation. This knowledge is also helpful in having a pro- 
per study of the cultural life of the whole world. 


The knowledge of Geography also helps a student to develop 
his power of imagination. He is also encouraged to know about 
cause and effect of various phenomena. It also helps the deve- 
lopment of power of reasoning. When a student learns about the 
mountains, rivers, forests, etc., then images of all these things are 
formed before him. When these things present themselves in actual 
form before his eyes, then he is ableto know them and discern 
them easily. The knowledge of ali these things is also helpful in 
enabling the student to know about the culture and civilization of 
different countries. 

Intellectual life of a nation is also governed by geographical 
factors. Thus, the knowledge of Geography has an intellectual 
importance as well, Fairgrieve has, in this respect, rightly remarked : ~ 


“The real value of Geography lies in the fact that it helps man to 
place himself in the world to learn his true position and his duties.” 


Social importance of Geography 

Knowledge of Geography has a social importance as well. It 
helps a student to develop a social outlook, When the students 
know about other countries, they try to treat them as their bre- 
thren. This feeling develops a social outlook. It takes them out 
of narrow outlook. They do not remain self-centred. They are 
also able to know about their environment and to realise its impor- 
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tance. Such a feeling may, ultimately, lead to the development of 
the feeling of brotherhood, and world citizenship. 


In this manner, Geography is helpful in developing goodwill 
for other countries and a social outlook in the individuals. : 


Importance of Geography according to P. E. James 


P. E. James has remarked that the Geography has importance 
on account of the following reasons :— 

(1) Geography helps us to have proper picture of man and 
his environment. It also provides us with the knowledge of various 
factors connected with our natural life. 

(2) Geography provides us with the knowledge of various 
types of climates, natural conditions, mineral wealth, etc. of 
various countries. It also helps us to know about the difference 
that we find between various countries. 

(3) It helps us to read and discern the maps, sketches, dia- 
grams etc. 

(4) Geography develops in man the power of observation. 
When we go to different countries and places we observe human 
activities and natural conditions. This opportunity of observation 
develops in us the power of observation 


Importance of Geography according to Fairgrieve 


Fairgrieve has laid down the following two principles which 
have made the knowledge of Geography important and pertinent :— 


(1) Two-thirds of our life is passed while dealing with our 
neighbours and countrymen. In other words, two thirds of our 
life forms the duties that we owe as citizens. Through Geography, 
we are able to know about the conditions of different countries and 
their people. This knowledge helps us to discharge our duties 
successfully, 

(2) From the economic point of view also, knowledge of 
Geography is important. It helps us to know about the economic 
needs of the people of other countries. Through Geography 
industrialists, politicians, agriculturists, etc., know about their job. 


Importance of Geography in earning our livelihood 


Geography is very important so far as earning of livelihood is 
concerned, Almost one-third of our life is spent in earning our 
livelihood. Then there is leisure. We have the problem of spend- 
ing the leisure in a useful and proper manner. It is the leisure 
which 1s utilised in acquiring further knowledge which helps us to 
broaden our outlook and take to things that are not very common, 
It is not possible to know the means of earning our livelihood with- 
out having a proper knowledge of the things and conditions that 
prevail around us. Through the knowledge of Geography, we 
Know about the various sources with the help of which we may 
earn our livelihood. 


i 
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Helps us to maivtain a balanced outlook 


Balance is very necessary in our life. This balance is acquired 
with the help of the proper knowledge of the things and the 
conditions around us. Through the knowledge of Geography, 
we are able to know about the actual circumstances of our 
environment. When we have acquired knowledge of perspective, 
we are able to’ make a correct assessment of our capabilities and 
our resources, This helps us to acquire a balanced outlook 
towards life. The knowledge of Geography also helps us to have 
the knowledge of the resources and capabilities of other people. 
This knowledge is also helpful in acquiring a balanced outlook 
towards life. 


Inculcates patriotism and internationalism 

Through Geography we are able to know about the condi- 
tions of our motherland Knowing is loving. When we know 
about our motherland, we start loving it. Thus, patriotism is 
generated, 


Through Geography, we are also able to know about other 
countries. This knowing is helpful in understanding other coun- 
tries and their people. Such a knowledge is helpful in generating 
the international outlook. 


Importance of Geography in Curriculum 


Importance in vocational and cultural life 


No system of education, which aims at developing the culture 
of the people and their vocation and industry, can deny an 
important place to Geography in the curriculum and syllabus. It 
is through Geography that we are able to know about our natural 
conditions and natural resources. This adds to the importance 
of Geography. On account of this purpose of Geography, 


it occupies an important place in primary, secondary and higher 
education. 


President Eisenhower of America called Geography the foundation 
of humanity. It cannot be denied that it helps the understanding 
of human life and human problems. In order to achieve this 
objective, the syllabus of Geography has to be selective and pur- 
poseful. It must find a place in our syllabus but the topics 
selected must be drawn up after careful thinking and observation. 


Such a teaching of Geography will help the students to develop a 
scientific outlook. 


Points for Revision 


1. Geography occupies an important place not only in our life 
but in our education as well, It gives a knowledge of the 


conditions of environment and helps us to 
ates Ip. develop a balanced 


yy 


10. 


11, 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 
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Knowledge of Geography has various uses. It is very important 
for man. 


. Geography has a practical importance for our life. Through it 


we are able to know things that shall be of use to us in our life. 


- It is useful for politicians and administrators. They are able to 


know about the conditions and circumstances in which they have to 
carry out the administration. 


. It satisfies the natural curiosity of man to know about 


other people and other lands. 


. It has importance for our economic activities. It helps 


us to know the conditions in which we may adopt a particular 
method of earning our livelihood or establish a particular industry. 


. Geography is helpful in understanding and acquiring proper 


knowledge of various social sciences such as History, Sociology, 
Political Science. Theology, etc. 


. Geography is helpful for our cultural and intellectual life. 


It develops in us certain qualities that are useful for our cultural 
and intellectual life. 


. lt has social importance for us. It develops in the students 


a social outlook and sympathetic attitude for people of other 
countries. 

Knowledge of Geography is helpful in developing certain good 
qualities in the citizens, 

Professor P. E. James has said that Geography is important 
in the sense that it gives us knowledge of our natural resources, 
and helps us to know and understand the maps, sketches and 
diagrams. It also develops in the students the power of observation. 
According to Fairgrieve, it helps us to acquire knowledge of our 
neighbours and acquire economic efficiency. 

As already stated, it helps us to carn our livelihood property and 
acquire a balanced outlook. 


It is also helpful in solving various social and economic problems 
of our life. 


On account of all these reasons, Geography occupies an Impor- 
tant place in our curriculum. It must get such a place, 


It helps us to understand the human life in the proper background 
and so its importance cannot be denied. 


fest 
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CHAPTER Ili 
Aims and Maxims of Teaching of Geography 


eee ee L L l —_—_—_— 


What are the various aims and maxims of teachiag of 
Geography ? Discuss briefly. 


Ans. Geography and Man. 

Once we have known about the importance of Geography, 
we must have proper idea about objectives and aims of its teach- 
ing. Without the knowledge of the aims and objectives of the 
teaching of Geography, itis not possible for the teacher to teach 
the subject properly. According to the objectives and aims, various 
methods of teaching of Geography are evolved. Aims of the 
teaching of a particular subject are very much determined by the 
utility and usefulness of that particular subject in our day-to day 
life. Our life has material as well as spiritual aspects. A subject 
may have importance in any of these two aspects of our life. We 
cannot have a successful spiritual life unless our material life is 
well founded. Similarly our material life shall not be properly 
guided unless we have a proper spiritual life. According to the 
importance of the subject in our life, its aims and objectives are 
determined. 


Normally every subject has more or less the same aims and 
objects of the teaching that are the aims and objects of the educa- 
tion. These aims and objects of the education are guided by 
economic considerations as well as social objects of the society. 


s Geography has an integral relationship with the elements that 
influence our ways and means of livelihood, Geography has all 
those aims and objectives that are aims and objectives of the edu- 
cation at large, and even the society at large. Its various aims 
and objectives may be studied under the following heads :— 


(1) Intellectual development—Education is intended to bring 
about an all round development of the personality of the child. 
This development involves intellectual development as well. 
Education cannot be successful without proper intellectual deve- 
lopment. Without proper intellectual dovelopment, we cannot 
have Proper cultural consciousness. Earning livelihood is not 
the sole objective of life After earning one’s livelihood there is 
leisure. That leisure has to be properly employed. If this leisure 
is employed to provide us with spiritual and intellectual develop: 
ment, then the human race shall growin a balanced manner. It 
is the intellectual development that provides us with the sense of 
good as bad, which is another name for discretion. Unless 
man has the power of discriminating between good and bad, he 
cannot be a successful member of the society. Knowledge of 


corny aims at bringing about the intellectual development of 
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(2) Knowledge of the world and broadening outlook—Know- - 
ledge of Geography provides us with the knowledge of the world 
at large. Once we have acquired the knowledge of the world 
at large, we have a broad outlook. In Geography we study about 
the people of different countries. We are able to know about 
their ways of life and this helps us to develop a sympathetic out- 
look for them. This brings about the development of world 
brotherhood and world citizenship. Geography also aims at it. 

Students read about the ways of life and conditions of the 
people of different countries. They are also able to know about 
the geographical conditions of those countries. This knowledge 
help them to know about the factors that influence their life. This 
knowledge is responsible for the development of an international 
outlook in the students. Development of the international out- 
look is also one of the aims and objectives of the teaching of 
Geography. 

(3) Development of the qualities of co-operation, generosity 
and sympathetic outlook—In Geography we study various types of 
cultures and industries. Due to this study, we are able to acquire 
an attitude of understanding in regard to other cultures and 
people. Thus, Geography helps the students to develop consi- 
deration and sympathetic outlook for other cultures and countries. 
It does not only help the students to grow into good citizens, 
but also helps to growiato world citizens. It teaches them to 
acquire the qualities of co-existence, co-operation and generous 
outlook. If people could acquire these qualities in abundance, 
the idea of a world democracy of a world government shall blossom 
forth successfully, and then the world peace shall not remaina 
dream of the past. 


(4) To develop the quality of adjustment with the environment— 
By reading Geography, people are able to know about different 
countries and cultures. This develops in the students the quality to 
mould and change themselves according to circumstances and adjust 
themselves with the conditions in which they have to live. Such an 
adjustment is helpful for future life. 


(5) Economic efficiency—Knowledge of Geography helps the 
students to acquire economic efficiency and to earn their livelihood 
in a successful manoer. Without economic efficiency, it is not 
possible to earn livelihood properly and nicely. In this respect 
Geography makes the students self-sufficient. 


(6) Development of mental faculties like power of reasoning, 
invention, discovery etc.—Teaching of Geography aims at develop- 
ment of certain mental faculties in the students. The students have 
to reason out many things on the basis of the data provided. This 
develops in them the faculty of reasoning. 

By reading Geography, they come across many secrets of 
nature. This knowledge helps them to acquire an outlook for 
inventions and discoveries. We have already said that it aims at 
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the development of the power of imagination. Since Geography 
is a subject with a scientific outlook, an attempt is made to establish 
cause and effect relationship. This cause and effect relationship 
develops in the students the power of reasoning. 


(7) Development of balanced personality—Every individual 
has his own traits and qualities. Rousseau, the famous social 
philosopher, once remarked that if you do not allow the indivi- 
dual itself to grow properly, the originality of the individual shall 
be killed. Geography provides the student with the knowledge 
of physical factors and environments. This helps him to acquire a 
balanced personality. 


(8) Love for nature, travels and knowledge about other coun- 
tries— Geography developments in the student the love for nature. 
When the student is told and taught about the beauties of nature, 
such as snow clad mountain peaks, green forests and the animal 
wealth, he is bound to be attracted towards nature. Then he 
knows about other countries. This inspires him to take to travels 
and know about those countries. This develops in him a love for 
travelling and acquiring knowledge of other countries. 


(9) Acquisition of knowledge of natural resources—Student of 
today shall be the citizen of tomorrow. The knowledge of Geogra- 
phy helps him to know about the natural resources and economic 
conditions of the country. This helps him to play his part 
effectively in the administration and economic development of his 
motherland. 


_ (40) Influence of geographical factors on man—Geography 
aims at the study of the influence of the geographical factors on man. 
By the study of Geography, it is possible for a person to know the 
influence of the natural factors and geographical factors on human 
life. It is through the Geography only that we know that people of 
Tundra are invariably and compulsority meat-eaters. They are not 
able to have stable family life and they have to put on skin clothes. 
This knowledge is helpful in life. 


(11) Study of the geographical elements in the development 
of human civilization—There are certain geographical factors that 
influence the developmeat of the civilization and culture. It 
is a known fact that civilizations have grown on account of 
geographical reasonal and fallen on account of them. Geography 
aims at the study of these factors 


This knowledge is helpful to an individual to compare him- 
self and his Circumstances with other individuals and their circums- 
tances. This comparsion helps the individual to have proper 
assessment of his ownself and his country. This also helps him to 
discharge his duties successfully towards others, 


Contribution in the development of the country 


Through the knowledge acquired by Geograph con- 
tribute towards the development of the countey” oe aes 
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Aims of the teaching of Geography according to 

Professor S. L. Holtz. 

Prof. Holtz has laid down the following two sets of the aims of 
the teaching of Geography—(a) Practical Aims; and (b) Cultural 
Aims. 


Practical aims of the teaching of Geography according to Prof. 
Holtz include the following :— 


(1) Knowledge of the land through Geography. 
_ (2) Through the knowledge of Geograghy, it is possible to 

bring about agricultural and industrial development. 

(3) Through the study of Geography, it is possible to havea 
Proper idea of the geographical factors that influence our life. 

(4) Through the knowledge of Geography, it is possible to 
have a correct idea of the geographical references that occur in 
the books and the newspapers, 


(5) It inculcates in the students the desire to take to travelling 
and tourism. 


Cultural aims of the teaching of Geography, according to Prof. 
Holtz, include the following :— 

(1) To develop the feeling of patriotism. 

(2) To develop love for nature and capacity to understand 
and appreciate the natural beauty, physical forces and such 
other things. 

(3) To dovelop the ideals of world citizenship, universal 
brotherhood, co-operation amongst human beings and sympathe- 
tic outlook for others. 

(4) To assess the cultural values in the light of the values of 
the man and the land. 


(5) Adjustment of human life in accordance with the geos 
graphical circumstances. 


Aims of teaching of Geography according to Prof. James Fairgrieve : 
Prof. James Fairgrieve has laid down the aims of the teaching 
of Geography in the following words :— 


“The function of Geography is to train future citizen to imagine 
accurately the conditions of the great world stage and to help them to 
think sanely about political and social problems in the world around.” 


Now it can be safely said that teaching of Geography has 
several cultural, moral, social and economic aims. Fulfilment 


4 these aims shail be very useful for the development of human 
ife, 


Maxims of the Teaching of Geography 


In order to achieve the aims and objects of the teaching ofa 
particular subject, certain maxims are laid down, These maxims 
are the bases on which the teaching is planned and carried out. 
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These maxims are the guiding principles for the teacher. He has 
to make the knowledge intelligible to his pupils. it cannot be 
denied that teaching is an art. The success of the teacher lies in 
making his subject so simple as to make it intelligible for his 
students. If the teacher fails in this task, he ceases to be teacher. 
Teaching of Geography involves greater pains on the part of the 
teacher. He has to perform the task of a science teacher as 
well as the teacher of a social science. In order to be successful 
in his task, he has to fall back upon the maxims, of the teaching 
of a subject. Let us now examine the various maxims, on the 
basis of which the teaching of Geography is conducted and carried 
out, 


Proceeding from simple to complex—It is a well known 
maxim of teaching that the teacher must provide from simple 
to complex. This is the natural process of the mind. If the 
teacher is able to explain the simple things to the students, he 
can make them understand the difficult things. The students are 
able to proceed from simple to complex in a psychologically 
successful manner. If the teacher wants to give an idea of the 
sea or Ocean to the students, he can safely do so by showing them 
a tank or a pond situated in their neighbourhood. Later on, he 
may explain that ocean or a sea is much bigger than this thing. 
Similarly, by presenting a model of a mountain, he can give the 
idea of a real mountain to the students. 


The teacher has to proceed very cautiously in this regard. 
He has to keep in mind that the student do not get bored. He 
may take recourse to sketches, drawings, etc. As far as possible, 
he should try to ascertain if they have actually followed the thing. 
Cramming is not a good practice. It kills the originality of the 
students, while teaching, the teacher Should avoid developing 
in the students the habit of cramming, 


Proceeding from known to unknown 


It is natural for a student to proceed from something about 
which he knows towards other things about which he does not 
know. The previous knowledge has some effect on the mind of 
the student and so when similar unknown things are taught to 
him, it is possible for him to establish association with the previous 
Knowledge. We have seen that children have the influence of 
the things. of their environment on their mind, It is, therefore, 
Proper for the teacher to proceed from known to unknown. In 


the thing which he does not know. While teaching about the 
forests and their qualities, it is possible to establish association 
with the gardens that the Students have seen. While teaching 
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Geography, the teacher should try to establish association with 
unknown things and with things that existi in the neighbour- 
hood of the students. It is on account of this that regional or 
local Geography has a great importance in the teaching of 
Geography. 
From Concrete to Abstract 

A concrete object is discernible by eye and so it is easy to 
understand it. Comparatively it is difficult to point out an 
abstract thing. An abstract thing is difficult to grasp. It involves 
imagination and greater stress on our mental power. If we 
want to explain truth and non-violence, it shall take us time 
to define these things and make students to understand them. 
If, on the other hand, examples of truth and non-violent behaviours 
are presented before the students, they shall be able to know 
and understand it easily and quickly. It is always, therefore, 
wise to proceed from concrete to abstract. 


In teaching Geography, comparatively, it is difficult to 
proceed from concrete to abstract. Geographical factors, that 
are abstract in nature, cannot be displayed in concrete form. 
However, the teacher of Geography must keep this maxim in view 
and try to proceed accordingly. It shall be wise to give an 
outline of the country whose Geography is to be taught to the 
students. The teacher should make use of the pictures, maps, 
sketches and diagrams and try to establish the abstract facts in the 
minds of the students. 


From whole to part 


Those persons who think that students first have an idea of 
the part and then of the whole, are sadly mistaken. Really speaking, 
the correct process is to proceed from whole to part. It is 
psychological and scientific also, According to the principles of 
psychology, the child first knows about the whole and then about its 
parts. For a very long time students were taught Geography of 
different countries separately. After.teaching them the Geography 
of a particular country, an attempt was made to take them towards 
the whole. This had an adverse effect and learning of Geography 
became a tedious task. The modern education lays stress on 
proceeding from whole to part. First of all, the whole of the 
region is taken for study and then its various sub-divisions are 
explained. In this method there is no repetition of the process of 
proceeding from part to whole. This makes the education scientific, 
Students do not get fed up and bored. Interest in the subject is 
maintained. Through this method it is possible to acquire knowledge 
in a more stable manner and more quickly. 


From definite to indefinite 


It is psychological and scientific for the teacher to present 
definite things before the students and then try to proceed from 


definite to indefinite. Through concrete Ios: it 
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is possible to have a correct idea of indefinite and abstract things. 
The knowledge, which is acquired on the basis of maxim of 
proceeding from definite to indefinite is scientific and proper. 
Students have some knowledge of natural things and natural 
conditions. Now the teacher has to take advantage of this definite 
. knowledge and proceed to indefinite. With the help of maps, 
charts, pictures, models, etc. he can proceed towards indefinite 
things and give the students proper foundation, 


From particular to general 
The teacher should first give a specific example and then try 


to proceed towards general principles of phenomena. As far as 
possible, the teacher should try to present certain examples and 
get the answers from the students. First of all, the teacher should 
try to give knowledge of certain particular things and facts 
and then, on the basis of that knowledge, he should try to proceed 
towards general principles and knowledge about general facts, 
This will help the students to follow things easily and properly. 
Teaching and Geography in this manner is easy and proper. The 
teacher of Geography should proceed from the Geography of the 
region and go over to the Geography of general principles of the 
whole world. 


From psychological to scientific 

Education, in order to be successful and useful, must be 
psychologically and scientifically planned. Before the student 
can have a proper knowledge of the things, he must be taught in 
a psychological manner. The teacher of Geography must keep 


in mind the mental development of the students. In the begin- 
ning, the student should be taught in a very psychological manner, 


Points for Revision 


1. There are various aims and maxims of the teaching of Geography. 
These aims and maxims are subject to the aims and maxims of 
the education and the society at large. 


2. Geography is taught with the following 
(a) Intellectual development. 


(b) eee of the world and broadening of outlook of the 


(c) It aims at dévelopment of the 
generosity and sympathetic outloo 


aims and objects in yiew : 


qualities of co-operation, 
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(d) Geography also aims at the development ofthe quality of 
adjustment with the environment. 

(e) It also, aims at bringing about economic efficiency in the 
students. 

(f) Teaching of Geography aims at development of meiital faculties 
like power of reasoning, invention, discovery etc. : 

(g) It is also responsible for the development of balanced perso- 
nality. 

(h) It aims at developing in the students love for nation, travels 
and knowledge about countries. 

(i) It also helps them to acquire knowledge of natural resources. 

(j) Teaching of Geography also aims at the study of the influence 
of geographical factors on man. ` 

(k) It also aims at the study of geographical elements in the 
development of human civilization. 


. Professor S. L. Holtz has laid down two types of aims of the 


teaching of Geography— 
(a) Practical aims ; and 
(b) Cultural aims. 

Practical aims of the teaching of Geography include the know- 
ledge of the land; agriculture and industricl development and 
influence of geographical factors on our life and geographical 
reference etc. 

Cultural aims of the teaching of Geography include develop- 
ment of the feeling of patriotism. love for nature and development 
of aesthetic sense, development of the idea of world citizenship etc. 


. Professor James Fairgrieve thinks that training of future citizens 


is the aim of the teaching of Geography. 


. In order to achieve these aims of teaching of Geography, the 


following maxims are and should be employed :— 

(a) The teacher should proceed from simple to complex. 
(b) From known to unknown. 

(c) From concrete to abstract. 

(d) From whole to part. 

(e) From definite to indefinite. 

(f) From particular to general. 

(g) From psychological to scientific. 


(h) If Geography is taught on the basis of the objects and maxims 
enumerated above, it is possible to have a proper and thorough 


knowledge of the subject. 
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CHAPTER 1V 
The Fundamental Elements Of The 


Teaching Of Geography 
ean, <A ES ASN CUS eA RTA E E re S 

Q. What are the basic elements of the subject-matter of 
Geography ? 

) Or 

What is the importance of the basic elements in the teaching of 
Geography ? 

Ans. Basic elements. 

There are certain basic elements and fundamentals in each 
Subject. These fundamentals and basic elements are responsible 
for the limitation of the scope of the subject-matter of a parti- 
cular subiect. It is these elements that influence the subject 
matter. These fundamentals are essential for the understanding 
of a subject. For the teaching of Geography, the knowledge of 
these fundamentals is also important. In order to have a 
correct idea of the fundamentals of Geography, it is necessary to 
have a proper explanation of the geographical environment of 
a particular country. Following are the basic elements of 
Geography :— 

(1) Natural condition. 

(2) Formation of the land. 

(3) Climate. 

(4) Vegetation. 

(5) Human element or human activities, 

All these five elements combined together we call geographi- 
cal environment and it is these elements that are responsible for 
the whole of the geographical control. Let us now examine these 
elements a bit in detail. 


(1) Natural conditions or physical conditions—The struc- 
ture of Geography is based on physical ccnditions. In other words, 
physical corditions are another name of geographical conditions. 
It is on the basis of this thing that other things develop. Physical 
conditions are very much governed by the formation of the 
surface of the earth or Jand. It is the physical corditions that 
create atmosphere and the atmosphere or environment influence 
the human life. Therefore, the study of physical conditions 
is very important. Unless we have ən idea of the physical condi- 
tions of a particular country, it is not possible to know about 
other things of that country. There was a time when learning of 
the names and the laws that guided the physical conditions were 
considered to be all in all. In the present set-up it has lost all 
its importance. In the modern Geography we try to look at the 
various causes that are responsible for different changes in the 
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physical conditions. Scientists of today accept that there was 
a time when this earth was very hot. Jt was a solid mass of fire. 
By and by it cooled down. The process of cooling had its effect 
on the surface of the earth, These changes were caused by 
certain physical factors. 


Location or distance from the Equator 


Location of a particular land or, in other words, its distance 
from equator makes a lot of difference in the physical conditions. 
Northernmost and  scuthernmost part of the world are 
covered with snow for the whole of the year. On the other hand, 
countries that are sitvated near the Equator are extremely hot. 
Deserts are hot and dry throughout the year. Location near 
the sea shore makes the climate temperate. Countries that are 
surrounded by sea or ocean have a climate which is temperate. 


Formation of surface 


We have already seen that once there was a time when the 
earth was a mass of fire. By and by it cooled down. In the 
process of cooling the crust was formed. At certain places wrink- 
less were formed. These wrinkles have elevation at certain places 
and at others they became deep. The places where there was 
elevation later cn grew into mountains. On the other hand, the 
deep places became oceans and valleys. Nature, in order to 
maintain itself, created plains at certain places and at others it 
gave rise to plateaus. It is nct possible for man to make changes 
in the nature. It is possible for man to make slight changes but 
not of any consequence. 


The formation of the surface of the earth or land is essenti- 
ally a subject of study of Geology. But Geography cannot ignore 
it. Here we have to study the sediments of the rocks and the 
formation of the mountains etc. It has to be studied because the 
formation of the earth is to a great extent responsible for the 
climate and produced of that land. In the plains formed by the 
rivers, there is bound to be a rich produce. This is not true of 
hilly and plateau areas. There produce is meagre. In old rocks we 
have mineral wealth such as coal, iron ore, gold, silver, etc. In 
the comparatively newly formed rocks we have oil, which is of 
vital importance for the economy of any country. 


The formation of the land is also responsible for the develop- 
ment of human race and civilization. No doubt, the scientific 
study of the formation of fhe surface of earth is made by Geology 
but Geography does not take into consideration the general principles 
of the formation of the surface of the earth. Human life is very 
much influenced by the formation of the surface of the earth 
and so Geography has to take it into consideration. In Geography 
we study the inter-action of man and the nature and this has a 
yital importance for subjects. 
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Factors responsible for the Changes in 
the Surface of the Earth 


The surface of the earth is changing continuously. This 
change is caused by certain agencies. These agencies may be 
categorized into two :— 

(a) External agencies. 
(b) Internal agencies. 


(a) External agencies are those that do not lie within the 
earth or the surface of the earth. They include agencies like wind, 
rain, flowing water, ice, sun, glaciers, heat of the sun, etc. 


(b) Internal agencies are those that are present within the 
earth. They include phenomena like earthquake, eruption -of 
volcano, etc. 

These internal and external agencies are continual. and 
continuously affecting the surface of the earth, The changes 
caused by these agencies are not immediately discernible but they 
are known after hundreds and thousands of years. Once upon a 
time people of Greece had erected certain ghats near Crete. Now 
that place has become very high from the sea surface. In China 
also this thing is seen. In India the desert of That seems to be 
spreading. Government of India have made several efforts in 
order to check this expansion. A number of trees have been 
planted in order to check this expansion. 


Climate 

Climate is a very important factor that influences the 
geographical conditions. It is one of the basic elements that 
controls and influences the physical features. It has its influence 
on agricultural products, living conditions of the people, food 
habits, traditions and customs. If in Bengal we have, the production 
of rice, in Punjab production of wheat and in Assam there 
are tea gardens, it is all caused by geographical features and 
climatic conditions, 


„The influence of the climatic conditions is direct and dis- 
cernible. In our everyday life we see the influence of the 
climate on human life. For a person having knowledge of the 
climate conditions of the world, the study of Geography becomes 
easy. He knows that vegetation wealth is very much influenced 
by climatic conditions. Population and its growtb is also determined 
by population. Various industries and trades are localized and 
established due to climate and its conditions. Following are the 
factors that influence the climatic conditions :— 

(a) Distance from the Equator. 
(b) Distance from the sea shore. 
(c) Elevation from the sea level. 


(d) Conditions of the wind and its direction, 
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(e) Location of the mountains, their direction and heights 
(f) Rainfall. 
(g) Formation of the land. 


All these factors determine the climate of a particular place. 
If we know about all these things, we shall know why textile 
mills are situated at Kanpur, Bombay, Ahmedabad and jute 
mills are situated at Calcutta while sugar mills are situated in 
eastern part of India, namely districts of Gorakhpur, Deoria, 
Champaran, Chhapra, etc. 

Countries that are situated nearer the Equator have a hot 
climate while the places that are situated near the Polar regions 
have a cold climate. 


Vegetation and agricultural products 

The land and the climate are very much responsible for the 
natural vegetation and the agricultural products. Places, where 
there is rainfall all around the year, have dense forests. It is 
on account of this reason that Equatorial regions have dense 
forests. In dry places and deserts there is very little of vegetation. 
Places where forests are available, have every likelihood of 
establishment of wood industries. It is quite possible that a 
big furniture manufacturing factory may be established at a 
place which has a good forest behind it. Agricultural products 
are also governed by climatic conditions and formation of the 
surface. In the alluvial soil there is a good deal of agricultural 
product. In plateau lands it is not possible. Natural factors 
also influence the fertility of the Jand. It is on account of the 
influence of the climate that land, at a particular place, becomes 
fertile while at others, it becomes barren and less productive. 
If temperature of a particular place countinues to be near about 
8(° and there is rainfall to the extent of 80” in the year, then 
that place may be paddy and jute producing area. On account 
of lack of rain, it is not possible to produce jute and rice in the 
land formed by river Indus. 


Vegetation also influences the geographical factors. Vegeta- 
tion also influences the industrial and geographical life of a 
particular land or country. In Canada and Sweden there are a 
good number of paper mills. They are there, because in the 
adjoining places it is possible to get wood out of which paper 
may be manufactured Climate is also suitable for it. In Tata 
Nagar, it has been possible to establish steel industry only because 
in the nearing places there are deposits of iron ore and coal is also 
not very hard to find. 


Animal wealth 

Animal wealth is also influenced by climatic conditions, 
formation of surface and vegetation wealth. If a particular 
place has dense forest, it is possible to get monkeys, bears, deers, 
etc. there. In deserts only camels can be found. Jt is very 
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difficult to get lions and tigers in mountain areas because natural 
conditions are not suited to them. In Tundra, on account of 
climatic conditions, we have Reindeers and in Tibet we have 
Yaks. Pets like houses, cows, oxen, etc. are available at places 
where geographical conditions suit their life and growth. At places 
where there is rich vegetation, a good number of animals are 
found. 


Man 

Man is also governed by geographical conditions and factors. 
Heis also a part of the animal life. According to geographical 
conditions and physical factors, man also changes and modifies 
his life and livelihood. In mountainous regions, he employs 
mules and yeks for carrying the burden but in plains he uses 
carts and such other animals that can serve the purpose success- 
fully. In deserts camel is a very useful animal. Here 
vegetation. is of such a nature that requires a little water. It is 
in form of thorny bushes and palm trees etc. It is on account 
of the geographical factors that man has been able to make so 
much of progress. 


Man is, in fact, the centre of geographical study. His way 
of living, his food habits, his trade and commerce, population, 
his dress, etc. all are governed by geographical factors. People 
living in temperate climate are more hard working as compaied 
to people living in warm and hot countries. Civilization has 
developed at places with good climate and good land. People of 
hot countries and of extremely cold regions have not been able to 
make so much progress as people of temperate countries have 
made. Man, in fact, is a creature of geographical conditions. In 
the modern age, no doubt science his made him the master 
of nature, yet many of the things remain to be done. He has 
succeeded in moulding the nature only to a certain extent. 


Human life is very much influenced and determined by the 

following factors :— 

(a) Structure of the body. 

(b) Home and food habits, 

(c) Industries, commerce and other trades. 

(d) Means of communication. 

(e) Population. 

(f) Religion and language. 

(g) Civilization. 


(h) Anxiety to acquire supremacy and control over the 
environment. 

We determine human life on the basis of the factors enumera- 
ted above, and so it shall be possible for us to know about the 
Geography properly if we know about all these factors. Then, 
it shall be possible for us to reply to the following questions:— ` 
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Why did Britain rule over the world for such a long time ? 
Why do Eskimos of Tundra and such other places lead their life in 
such a manner? Why the population in the forests situated in the 
Equatorial regions is meagre? Why is it not possible for people 
to live in deserts? How is it that Soviet Russia and America 
have become such important countries of the world ? 

It is the duty of the teacher of Geography to explain to the 
students the various factors that influence the geographical 
conditions and the human life. Given below is a chart that can 
serve as a model :— 

(1) Physical conditions 

(2) Climate 

(a) External influence 
(b) Internal influence 
(3) Climate 
(a) Longitude 
(b) Elevation 
(c) Distance 
(d) The direction of the wind 
(e) The direction of the mountains 
(f) Rainfall 
(4) Vegetation 
(a) Natural 
(b) Agricultural 
(c) Mineral 


They have an 
inseparable rela- 
tionship with the 
climate. 


It is connected 
with the former 
two. 


They are based 
on the three 
factors given 


E 


(d) Animal. atoi 
(5) Human life and activities 
(a) Formation of the body 
(b) Food and shelter or housing 
(c) Trade and industry Ti is Based on the 


(e) Population, religion and literature merated above. 
(f) Civilization and culture 
(g) Attempt to acquire control over 

the environment. J 


(d) Transport and communication > four factors enu- 
| 
| 
l 


The description given above very clearly indicates that 
human life is influenced by natural and physica! factors. Man 
has the element of intelligence and rationality in him. Through 
this power of intelligence and rationality, it is possible for him to 
secure power over nature. Man has been so designed that he 
can achieve supremacy over nature. He has also been given 
power to take to activities. By and by he tries to secure the 
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Tesources and uses nature for his own ends. In this manner he 
influences the nature, 


Basic elements of Geography 

The teacher of Geography has a very vital role to play. He 
can play his part successfully when he knows about the basic 
element of Geography. From the point of view of teaching of 
Geography, its subject matter may be divided into three parts :— 


(1) Knowledge of the geographical subject material 
(2) Logical use of the subject material 
(3) Geographical imagination 


(1) Kaowledge of the geographical subject material—Geography 
has a wide and varied subject material. It deals with the rivers, 
mountains, and such other things. It also has a long list of 
geographical names. The teacher of Geography must have a 
thorough knowledge of the subject matter. Only then he shall 
be able to do justice to his job and to his taught. 


(2) Logical use of the Subject material—Now the teaching 
of Geography has become scientific and psychological. In order 


teacher must use the subject-matter logically. He should Present 
the subject-matter in such a manner that, on the one hand, the 
students may feel interested in it and, on the other, they may 


accept the word of the teacher. This can be done only by employing 
the logical method. 


(3) Geographical imagination—The teacher of Geography has 
to employ geographical imagination. With the help of geographical 
imagination, he is able to give the knowledge of the subject to 
his students in a Proper and scientific manner, He has to employ 


Geography many such things have to be imagined which we have 
actually not seen. In order to have an idea of all things, it is 


Points for Revision 


1. Following are the various basic geographical factors and the 
controlling agencies :— 


(a) Expansion 


(b) The surface—The formation of the surface is continually 
changing. 

(c) There are two types of agencies :— 
(i) Internal ; and 


(ii) eral that influence the formation of the surface of the 
earth, 
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2. Climate conditions determine the life and the vegetation. Climate 
is also an essential geographical factor. 

3. Vegetation and natural wealth are governed by geographical 
factors 

4, Agricultural product is also very much influenced by the climate 
and the land. 

5. Natural vegetation and mineral wealth are responsible for the 
trade, commerce and industry of the country. 


6. Climatic conditions and natural vegetation are responsible for the 
animal wealth of a particular country. 

7. Human life is also governed by all these factors. 

8. Man has the elements of intelligence in him and so he can employ 
these agencies for the benefit of mankind. 

9. For the successful teaching of Geography, the following basic factors 
are to be borne in mind :— 
(a) Through knowledge of the subject-matter. 
(b) Employing the logical method and geographical imagination, 


CHAPTER V 
Methods of Teaching of Geography 


Q. Describe briefly various methods of teaching of Geography. 
Or 
What are the various methods of the teaching of Geography ? 


Ans. Geography and its teaching. 

With the development of the subject-matter and the know- 
ledge of Geography, various methods have evolved and are being 
employed to impart its knowledge to the students. Teacher has 
to employ these methods, keeping in view the psychological 
requirements of the students. Students of different stages have 
different psychological requirements and so the method of teaching 
has to be modified accordingly. Following are the various methods 
of the teaching of Geography : 

(1) Socratic Method or Question-Answer Method. 
(2) Inductive Method. 

(3) Deductive Method. 

(4) Lecture Method. 

(5) Text-Book Method. 

(6) Descriptive Method, 

(7) Observation Method. 

(8) Story-Telling Method. 


32 TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY 


(9) Political Method of teaching of Geography. 

(10) Regional Method of teaching of Geography. 
(11) Human Method of teaching of Geography. 

(12) Comparative Method of teaching of Geography. 
(13) Project Method. 

(14) Dalton (plan) Method of teaching of Geography. 
(15) Laboratory Method of teaching of Geography. 
(16) Excursion Method of teaching Geography, 


(1) Socratic method of teaching Geography—In this method 
of teaching of Geography, the teacher tries to systematize the 
previous knowledge of the students. The previous knowledge of 
the students is disorganised and scattered. By removing the 
doubts of the students, an attempt is made to bring them to the 
proper track. By questions and answers an attempt is made 
to organise and systematize the knowledge of the students. In 
this regard, the teacher has to bear the following things in 
mind :— 

(a) The curiosity of the student has to be awakened and 
the interest of the student has to be created in the subject-matter 
of the lesson. 


(b) A serious attempt has to be made to associate the pre- 
vious knowledge of the student with their present knowledge. 
In other words, on the basis of the previous knowledge of the 
student, the new subject-matter has to be taught. 

(c) The mental status of the student has to be borne in 
mind which teaching the new subject-matter. With the requirements 
of the mental status of the students, the teaching of the subject- 
matter has to be modified and organised. 

(d) By description, narration and discussion, the new know- 
ledge is strengthened. 


Geography and this method 


This method may be useful in Geography, because here, an 
attempt is made to provide new knowledge to the students in 
the background of the previous knowledge. This is possible 
through question-answer method and it is the Socratic Method. 
In lower classes this method can to be more useful. While using 
this method, the teacher has to be very cautious. He has to 
put only those questions that shall be useful for keeping up the 
interest of the students, 


(2) Inductive Method—In this method, in order to find out 
anew theory of a new piece of knowledge, certain illustrations 
are given. Through these illustrations, an attempt is made to 
elicit the new theory of knowledge from the students. Here an 
attempt is made to proceed from particular to general. From this 
point of view, this theory is quite psychological and logical. 
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Requirements 

In order to use this theory successfully and scientifically, the 
teacher has to take the following precautions :— 

(a) The teacher should not give many examples. The 
example should be limited, so that the students may not get 
bored. 

(b) The teacher shou!d try to act patiently and try to elicit 
the rules and the theories from the students. 

(c) The students should be encouraged so that their power 
of research and discovery may develop. With the help of the 
questions, they may be encouraged to reach the desired goal. 
Geography and the Inductive Method 

This method is very useful for the teaching of Geography. 
We have cause and effect relationship. Through this method, 
this thing can be very easily carried out. An example will clarify it. 

Suppose the students are to be taught that in the areas near 
Equator, there is a good deal of heat and warmth. This may be 
taught with the help of the following examples :— 

The students should be asked to sit in a circle around the fire. 
Questions should be asked and attempt should be made to elicit 
the principle that on the Equator the sun rays are straight and, 
therefore there is so much of heat. 

It is quite possible that there may not be arrangement of fire 
in the class room. In that case a picture may be drawn on 
the blackboard and, with the help of the questions, principle may 
be elicited. Itis easy to draw a chart on the blackboard. This 
thing will facilitate the teaching. 

While employing this method, the psychological requirements 
of the students should always be borne in mind. An attempt 
should be made to elicit the principle that on the Equator the 
sun rays are straight and so the place is hot. On the other in 
the Polar regions the sun rays are slanting and. so there is less of 
eat. 

(3) Deductive Method—In this method, first of all, the 
principle is enunciated. Then, on the basis of several illustrations, 
the principle is clarified. Itis quite possible to enunciate various 
other facts on the basis of these principles. It may be done with 
the help of the following illustrations :— 

Suppose the teacher has to explain to the students that in the 
Equatorial regions it is very hot throughout the year and in the 
Polar regions it is very cold. The teacher may tell this thing at 
the very outset. Then, contrary to the Inductive Method, he 
may put forward certain illustrations and then strengthen the 
knowledge of the students. 

This method is not useful for the students of the lower classes, 
a to the students of the higher classes this method is very 
useful. 
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(4) Lecture Method—This method is useful for the students 
of the higher classes. It may be employed in higher secondary, 
and university classes. In this method; the teacher, by lecture, 
tries “to explain the facts to the students. He encourages the 
students to acquire knowledge and employ the acquired know- 
ledge in life. 

While delivering a lecture; the teacher should determine the 
mental age and psychological requirements of the students, 
He should use such language which is intelligible to the students. 
But in practice it is not possible to do this, 

This method is considered to be unpsychological. It is not 
considered scientific either. People have not favoured the 
use of this method in Junior High School classes and Secondary 
classes. 

(5) Text Book Method—In text book method, an attempt 
is made to teach Geography with the help of the text books. 
The teacher takes to the reading of the text book or asks the 
students to read the text book. He goes on explaining the diffi- 
cult and the complicated questions. 

This method is also not considered psychological and scienti- 
fic. It is not possible to impatt knowledge by reading the text 
book or making the students to read it. This creates an atmos- 
phere of boredom in the class-room and the students lose interest 
in the subject matter., 


Drawbacks of the Text Book Method 
Text book method bristles with the following drawbacks;— 


(a) The maxims and principles of education are not employed 
and used in this method. 

(b) In this method the outlook of the students becomes 
narrow. They become inactive and lethargic. They do not take 
active part in the acquisition of knowledge. 

(c) In this method there is very little scope for the revision 
of the subject matter taught. The knowledge that is acquired 
by the students does not become permanent. In teaching Geo- 
graphy, like other social sciences, this method is not very useful. 


Substance 


Sometimes teachers try to give a substance of a lesson taught. 
By this substance, the students try to learn the subject matter, 

d This method may be useful for the students in their case, 
but it is not useful for the real knowledge of Geography. The 
students develop the habit of cramming. The exercise of Rote 
Memory hampers the proper Knowledge of Geography. It is, 
therefore, advisable not to use this method, 


(6) Descriptive -Method—In Geography, there are many 
such things whose picture has to be drawn on the minds of the 
students. This can be done Only through description. The 
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description has to be very vivid and lively. Only then the com- 
plete picture shall be imprinted. It is, therefore, very necessary, 
rather essential, to make the description interesting and attractive. 
While presenting oral illustration, models, charts, etc. may ‘also be 
employed. 

While presenting the geographical facts and trying to explain 
their causal relationship, the teacher has to present illustra ions 
and give vivid description, With the help of this description, it 
is possible to awaken the power of imagination of the students. 

This description may be in the form of story, description of 
a travel, dialogue, etc. In the end an attempt should be made to 
draw the substance so that the students may have a thorough 
knowledge. While employing descriptive method, the teacher 
should not try to go very much in detail An attempt should be 
made to encourage the students to take part in this description. 
They should also given an opportunity to give vent to their own 
ideas. Description should invariably be in simple language and 
lucid style. It should always be kept in mind that main aim of 
the description is to draw a picture of the things in the mind of 
the students. 


The following subject can be taught easily through descriptive 
method :— 

(a) Agriculture. 

(b) The food habits, dress and living conditions of the people 
of different coutries and geographical regions. 

(c) Water and rivers. 

(d) Living and working conditions of the workers of various 
industries. 

(e) Market and the description of various things manufactured 
in different places. 

_ (£) Geographical description of the discoveries of different 
regions. 

(g) The life of the animals, minerals and the natural wealth. 

(b) Description of the mines and such others things and their 
conditions, 

(i) Geographical environment. 

The teacher should try to connect the description with the 
human life. Then only the real purpose of the teaching of 
Geography shall be served. } 

(7) Observation Method —While going about to several 
places, the students get and Opportunity to observe and see things 
for themselves. If the students are given an opportunity to 
acquire knowledge of Geography by observing things themselves, 
the Knowledge shall be stable and shall have a practical value, 
The knowledge acquired through this method is complete, clear 
and perfect. Such a knowledge has practical.value as well. 


36 TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY 


The students in the lower classes may be asked to observe 
geographical thirgs in their environment, near their homes, villages 
and such other places. They may be asked to collect the geographical 
data after observation. This will give the students an opportunity 
to collect the geographical knowledge and data, 

Observation method is useful for the teaching of the following 
branches of Geography :— 

(a) Natural or physical Geography, which includes mineral 
wealth, vegetation, production, trade, commerce, industry etc. 

(b) Commercial Geography which includes crops, animals, 
methods of irrlgation and such other things. 


Requirements 
This method requires the following things :— 


(a) The teacher should have properly observed and seen the 
things that he expects the students to observe. Unless the teacher 
has a thorough knowledge of it, it shall not be possible for him 
to impart scientific knowlege to his students. 

(b) To observation should be accompanied by the collection 
of the necessary data. 


Difficulties 
This method has the following difficulties :— 


(a) Sometimes when the teacher takes the students out, he 
has to tackle the problem of discipline as well. (b) It is not 
possible to observe things that are situated at a long distance. (c) 
Sometimes it is difficult to get the permission of the guardians to 
take the students out for observation. 


In spite of all these difficulties, the method of observation 
can be very successful in the teaching of Geography. As and 
when the circumstances permit, the subject must be taught properly 
through this method. 

(8) Story Telling Method—This method is sometimes also 
called Narrative Method or Descriptive Method. It is based very 
much on the geographical background. Geographical facts are 
presented in the form of astory. Itis not possible to import the 
element of character, plot, style etc. in Story Telling Method of 
Geography. These elements are the special characteristics of 
literary Stories, It is also not possible to present the entire pers- 
pective of human life in these stories, as it is possible in the case 
of historical Stories. On account of these limitations the Story 
Telling Method of teaching of Geography is very much descrip- 
ae and narrative. Stories of Geography may be of the following 
ypes :— 

(a) Stories connected with the life of the people of various 
countries. 


_ (b) Stories connected with the animals and geographical 
environment of different countries. 
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(c) Stories of different discoveries such as Columbus, Vascode- 
Gama etc. 

(6) Stories of travels and excursions. 

(e) There may be stories about conquest of man over nature. 


(f) There may also be: stories concerning human activities in 
the background of geographical factors. 


Criticism of this method 

Some educationists have expressed grave doubts about the 
utility of this method in the teaching of Geography. They are of 
the view that when undeveloped minds are told the stories 
connected with the life of foreign countries, then it is not possi- 
ble for them to grasp them entirely. In the absence of under- 
standing, these stories and the knowledge contained therein is of 
very little utility. 

In spite of all the criticism put forward against this method, 
it cannot be denied that Story-telling Method is useful for the 
teaching of Geography in lower classes. In lower classes we do 
and have to teach Geography of the world or foreign country. 
In these classes we teach Geography of our own country or the 
State. Under such circumstances the stories shall not go a waste. 

(9) Political Method of Teaching of Geography—This is also 
called the patriotic or single country method of teaching of 
Geography. In this method. we take up one particular country 
and give a detailed, description of its lands, situation, natural 
condition, climate, agricultural products, vegetation, natural and 
mineral wealth, industry, means of communication, administration, 
economc progress, etc. The description of all things is based 
on geographical factors of that particular country. In this method 
we take each one by one. One we have finished descrip- 
tion of a particular country, we take up another country. 
Thus the Geography of the whole world is taught in parts and 
countries, 


Criticism 

Some educationists have expressed grave doubts about the 
utility of this method, They put forward the argument that 
knowkdge of one country when given in isolation has very little 
bearing on the teaching of Gecgrapby of the whole world. It 
cannot be denied that geographical features of different countries 
are sometimes same and similar. In this method of teaching of 
Geography, very little stress is laid on the physical features of the 
country, Greater stress is laid on the political conditions of that 
particular country On acccunt of this drawback, this method is 
Lot very psychological and scientific. 

This methed is expensive and time-consuming. While teach- 
ing Geography of different countries several things have to be 
repeated again and again. Things that a student has learnt 
while learning the Geography of a particular country, are repeated 
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again while reading Geography of the other country. This 
repetition sometimes leads to boredom and the students lose interest 
in reading. 


(10) Regional Method of Teaching of Geography—Sometimes 
back Geography was taught on the basis of political division. 
Now that method has been replaced by the Regioral method of 
teaching of Geography. Now we take different countries with 
common physical features, climate, mineral wealth, economic pro- 
gress, etc. at a time and study them together. In this method 
countries with common geographical features are studied to- 
gether. Different regions have certain common features and 
certain contrasting features. It is possible that a natural region 
may be different from political region. In Regional Method 
countries with common geographical features are treated as one 
unit. In the words of Prof. Macnee, “The Regional Method of 
Teaching of Geography is, then,a method in which the area studied is 
divided into natural regions, each of which is studied separately.” 


Advaptages 


This method of teaching of Geography has certain advant- 
ages. Prof. E. A. Macnee has summed up the advantages in the 
following words :— 


“The chief advantage of the Regional Method is that it is 
the quickest way of getting pupils to grasp the salient features of 
the Geography of any area. No other method can give so quick 
a start or so sound a basis for further study.” 


Limitation 


This method has certain limitations as well. The boundaries 


of the natural regions are not very exactly defined and so one 
region merges into another. 


_ Secondly, it is possible that, while paying attention to broader 
regions we may miss the smaller regions and neglect a very vital 
points. 


_ Thirdly, it is not possible, to have a final divisions on the 
regional basis. There may be regions on the basis of different 
physical features such as climate, land, etc. 


In order to have a proper study of Geogra i 
Herbertson who introduced this tioa: He eT k Bois 
world into different regions. These regions were based on certain 


common natural features. Since that time, this method is being 
used and utilised. 


Basis of the division of the various regions of the world 


For utilising the method of the teaching of Geography he 

+ an) A . t 
whole world 1S divided into different regions on the basis of the 
following features ose i a 


(a) The region of study, 
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(b) Its situation and its longitude and latitude. 
(c) Area. 

(d) Physical features. 

(e) Climate. 

(f) Vegetation. 

(g) Mineral wealth and natural resources. 

(b) Human and economic wealth. 


(11) Human Method of Teaching of Geography—In this 
method of teaching of Geography man and human life occupies 
a very important place. In Human Geography we study the 
progress made by man through his efforts and labour. In this 
method we always have an eye on the cause and effect relation- 
ship. Man is very much influenced by Physical features ` and 
physical environment. In dealing with Geography through this 
method we study man in relation to his Geographical environment. 
In fact, the human being occupies the central figure in the study 
of Geography through this method. 


While studying human Geography, we study the contribution 
made by man in the development of cities, various industries, 
means of transport and communication, business and other economic 
activities. 


In Human Geography we have to give concession for free- 
dom of human activities. Human activities are not rigidly governed 
by cause snd effect relationship. They have some element of 
freedom in them It is quite possible that one group of human 
beings may act differently in comparison to the other group of 
human beings This fact has to be kept in mind while studying 
casual relationship in Geography. Prof. Macnee has, in this regard, 
very correctly remarked :— 


“Geography is not a mere recital of unrelated facts. Most 
geographical facts are related to other geographical facts and it 
is the business of Geography to elucidate these relations. In 
Geography teaching, therefore, cause and effect should be traced 
wherever possible and in particular the influence of physical and 
biological factors on human life.” 


(12) Comparative Method of Teaching of Geography—In this 
method of teaching of Geography, the students are encouraged to 
compare various geographical features. In the beginning they 
are asked to know about the geographical features of their 
neighbourhood and then compare these features with the features 
of city and village. The teacher of Geography may also compare 
the geographical features of a particular country with the 
geographical features of other countries. This Comparative 
Method is helpful in making the knowledge stable and perma- 
nent. In this method the teacher may proceed from known to 
unknown. The student must be having some knowledge. This 
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knowledge may be compared with the new knowledge and it 
would provide them with an opportunity to strengthen their 
experiences. In the words of Prof. Macnee, this method is useful 
for assimilation of new ideas. 


In this method it is possible to compare not only the physical 
features of one region with the other but also the products and 
other things of one particular region with that of the other. 
In the words of Prof. Macnee, “Psychologists have emphasised the 
important part played in the assimilation of new ideas by the existing 
content of the mind. The mind tends to interpret the new in terms of 
the old. It is well. therefore, for the teacher, wherever possible to bring 
the new ideas which he wishes to present into relation with the previous 
experiences of the pupils ; in other words, to track new knowledge on 
to old. This is the psychological basis for the pedagogical maxim ; 
‘proceed from the known to unknown’.” 


Explaining the method employed here, he has remarked, 
“Prompted by this idea the framers of Geography courses usuall ly begin 
the primary course with things that are familiar to the pupils, the 
school building and grounds, the village, the local river, the nearest 
railway line. From the pupil’s home and from the things that he can 
see with his own eyes his geographical knowledge is extended outwards 
of the districts, State, country and continent.” 


This method is not very useful in lower classes but it can be of 
great use and value for teaching Geography in higher classes. 
Prof. B. C. Wallis has rightly remarked :— 


.“Comparisons and Contracts are the essence of Geography- 
teaching at Senior Stage.” 


(13) Project Method of Teaching of Geography—We all 
know that in Project Method. the students are given certain projects 
and problems. They carry out these projects and solve the 
problems and learn Geography. Students are encouraged to fulfil 
of their Projects in the background of natural settings. The teacher 
has very little to do. He formulates the directions and directs 
the students to go on that path. He encourages the students to 


take independent activities. Students have a good deal of freedom 
to complete this project. 


‘et bathe Project may be of an individual or collective type. In 
individual projects the students have to do the work independently 


but in collective projects it is the grou of the students that has to 
fulfil the task. AREA oe 


; In Project Method the teacher has to draw up the project well 
in advance. He has to be an imaginative and competent sort of 
person. These projects have to differ in accordance with the mental 
status of the students. For the students of the lower classes the 
projects shall be of a simple nature and for the students of the higher 
classes the projects shall be difficult ones, 
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Advantages of Project Method 

The Project Method has the following advantages— 

(1). The students have a clear picture of the project and the 
aims and they continue to work accordingly. 

(2) In this method, there is a good deal of activity and so the 
knowledge is founded on solid base. 

(3) Since the students have to work in realistic circumstances, 
they develop an attitude of realism. 

(4) In projects, the students get a pragmatic education. They 
learn various things with reference to their utility in life and so they 
acquire a pragmatic attitude towards life. 

(5) Since the projects have a bearing on life, the students also 
develop an attitude of interest for life. 

(6) Students have a good deal of freedom in this method They 
continue to work independently and so the originality of the students 
develops. 


Every project has the following steps to be followed 
(1) Dialogue or talking 
(2) Manual work or handicraft 
(3) Project and study 
(4) Drawing of the outline of thè project. 


A project may deal with a 'y of the aspects of life. 


The students may be asked to draw a chart for record of the 
weather, they may be asked to draw a model of the map of the 
district or the State, they may also be asked to run the farm of the 
school successfully and they may also be asked to draw a model of 
the railway station. 


(14) Dalton Plan or Dalton Method of Teaching of Geography— 
This is plan of the teaching of Geography which tries to encourage 
the students to take to self-study or independent study In fact 
this method was first introduced by Miss Helen, a teacher of America, 
She had the idea of training the students in discipline and co- 
operation. 


In this method the whole lesson is divided into certain parts. 
The students are supposed to complete certain parts in a specified 
period. The students are free to divide their time for the study 
The teacher is there to direct and guide. He encourages the 
consulation as and when required. 


In this method there are no class rooms. Class rooms are 
like Laboratories and they are also termed so. In these laboratories 
the students carry out their work. They are free to carry out the 
work independently. 


Prof. J. E. Parkinson has laid down certain directions and plans 
in this regard, 
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(i) In one plan, he expects the students to draw two maps, 
depicting the climate of India. He expects the students to plot 
the lines of temperature showing 80°, 75°, 60° and 55° in the 
month of January and 90°, 85° and 80°, in July. These two lines 
are to be ploted separately. 


(ii) Which parts of India are extremely cold and extremely 
hot ? Explain with causes. 


(iii) What is the temperature of Delhi, Madras, Shikarpur 
and Lahore in the months of January and July ? 


Similarly ; other plans may also be drawn and the students may 
asked to learn Geography through this method. 


(15) Laboratory Method of Scientific Method of Teaching of 
Geography—In this method of teaching of Geography, the subject 
is taught like a science subject. Certain experiments are carried 
out in a laboratory like Geography room. The teacher may 
demonstrate and experiment and the students shall try to follow 
it, The rainfall may be called and measured. The teacher may 
do so with the help of an apparatus. The students may be asked 
to observe it and try to repeat the performance. The students may 
also be encouraged to do the work independently. 


The knowledge that is acquired by drawing out conclusions 
and finding out results is really stable and useful in future life. 
Students may also be asked to draw charts; models, maps etc. 
They may also be encouraged to find out the direction with 
the help of the compass. The revolution and the rotation of 
the earth may also be explained with the help of demonstration. 


(16) Teaching of Geography through Excursions—In teaching 
of Geography excursions occupy an important place, In excur- 
sions and travels, the students get an opportunity to observe 
and see things by themselves. In fact, excursions are a part and 
parcel of observation method. It shall not be improper to call 
the excursion method a projection of observation method. In 
excursions the students acquire the practical knowledge. Educa- 
tionists have a laid down that excursions should be formed a 
part of the teaching of Geography since the early stages. In 
lower classes students have a good deal of time and so it is possible 
to plan excursions. The excursions should begin from the obser- 
vation of the hills and valleys that are situated in the neighbour- 
hood of the school. This may go on to the observation of the 
things of higher importance. 


Excursion have the greatest advantage of breaking the 
monotony of the class room. In class room the students have to 
read the subject in a monotonous atmosphere for a number of 
days. Once they come out of the class room, they find a change 
and this change is helpful in Strengthening the interest of the 
students in the subject matter of Geography. ‘ 
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In higher secondary classes when the students have developed 
mentally and physically and are competent enough to know 
about the responsibilities, they may be taken out on long excur- 
sions. James Fairgrieve has very rightly summed up the importance of 
this method in the following words— 


“More Geography is learned by feet rather than head.” 


While the students are on excursions, the teacher should 
provide them with an opportunity to express their views about 
the things observed. This would also develop their power of 
expression. Before expressing a thing, a person has to organise 
his thoughts. Excursions would also help in this direction. 


The excursions should not be very long. Excursions should 
invariably be limited and properly planned. Maximum attempts 
should be made to make proper use of the time. Utility of the 
time should not spoil the interest of the students in the subject 
matter. 

While the students are on excursion, they should be encour- 
aged to take down the notes of the things that they have observed. 
This is possible in higher classes and higher secondary classes. 
Students should be encouraged to carry note books and pencils 
with them. 

It may not be possible for the students of lower classes to 
take down notes but for the students of higher classes, it shall not 
be difficult. 

It is advisable to divide the whole class of students into groups. 
Each group may be asked to observe a particular aspect of nature 
of geograghical environment. Then these groups may be asked to 
exchange notes. This exchange of notes would encourage the 
students to acquire knowledge independently and in a more 
scientific manner. 

After having completed. the training or excursion, the 
students should be encouraged to study all those things in the 
maps. This would strengthen their knowledge and encourage 
them to proceed from concrete to abstract. Students should also 
be encouraged to write out in detail what they have seen in 
excursion. 

The students should also be encouraged to make certain 
collections while on excursion. Those pieces collected by the 
Students should be lodged in the Geography museum. This 
would also enrich the Geography museum Prof. E. A. Macnee 
has described the importance of this method of teaching of Geography 
in the following words :— 


“It is essential that the foundation of geographical knowledge 
shall be laid in the field. No amount of reading from books can 
make up for a practical knowledge gained by looking at the earth 
which the child is studying. It follows that from the very early 
stages expeditions should form part of Geography.” 
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Requirements of this method 

This method can be successful only when the teacher himself 
is fond of excursions and is prepared to take out the students on 
expeditions and excursions in a scientifically planned manner. 

The teacher should also be well aware of the requirements 
and difficulties of an* excursion. He should be prepared to face 
them. Only then it is possible for him to work out this method 
sucessfully. 

Points for Revision 

1. Teaching of Geography is carried out through several methods. 
Following are the important methods that are employed for the 
successful teaching of Geography. 

2. Socratic Method, in other words the question-answer method. 
Here attempt is made to impart new knowledge on the basis of 
previous knowledge. 

3. In Inductive Method certain illustrations are given and then an 
attempt is made to elicit the new theory or principle out of the 
students 

4. Descriptive Method of teaching of Geography attempts at presen- 
ting a description of the thing before the students. Certain subject 
matters of Geography, such as agriculture, market etc., can easily 
be taught through this method. 

5. In Observation Method the students are encouraged to observe 
things by themselves. This method involves certain difficulties. 

6. Lecture Method of teaching of the Geography is useful for the 
teaching of Geography to higher classes. Here the teacher tells 
the lectures and the students try to grasp them. This method 
makes the students inactive. 

9. Text Book Method implies that the teacher and the students shall 
read the text book and impart to the students the knowledge of 
Geography. This method is also not very scientific. 


In Story-telling Method the subject matter of Geography is 
presented before the students in form of stories. ae oras CEN 
with various aspects of geographical environment. 


9. In Political Method of teaching of Geography various political 
divisions or countries of the world are taken up one by one and 
their Geography is studied. Till very recently this method was 
very popular. 


10. Regional Method of teaching of Geography implies that the 
countries having common physical and geographical features and 
shall be studied together. The whole of the world has been 
divided into certain physical regions. 


11. Human Method of teaching of Geography keeps human being as 
the centre of study. This method is more conçerned with the 
human activities than other things, : 
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12. Comparative Method of teaching of Geography provides oppor- 
tunity to the students to compare things of one particular region 
or place with the things of other regions or places. This gives a 
solid foundation to the knowledge of Geography 

13. Project Method of teaching of Geography gives the studcnts certain 
projects and the students have to fulfil them. 

14. In Dalton Plan the Geography is taught like other subjects. The 
lesson is divided into certain parts and the students are left free 
to carry out the plan. 

15. Laboratory Method of teaching of Geography or Scientific Method 
of teaching of Geography implies that the Geography shall be 
taught like a science subject. In this method the Geography 
room is treated as a laboratory or a science room where practical 
experiments are carried out and students learn Geography. 

16. Excursions from an integral part of the teaching of Geography. 
Excursion Method not only provides the students with an oppor- 
tunity to observe things by themselves but it also provides them 
with an opportunity to organise thier knowldge. 


CHAPTER VI 


Correlation of Geography with 
other subjects 


Q. Describe briefly the correlation of Geography with other 
subjects. 
Or 
What is the relationship of Geography with History, Political 
Science, Literature, Mathematics, Science and Art ? 


Ans. Correlation of different subjects 

This is an age of correlationship. No subject can be taught in 
isolation. Every subject has bearing on the other subject. For 
the convenience of study, no doubt, the field of knowledge has 
been split up into different subjects, but no subject is away from 
the other. Every subject cannot be treated as a watertight 
compartment. It has to be correlated with other subjects. The 
success of a teacher of Geography lies in teaching Geography in 
correlation with other subjects. 


In olden days, Geography was essentially a descriptive sub- 
ject. It was considered to be a description of the world and its 
inhabitants. It was the ideal Geography that was considered to be 
an important part of the subject, ports, bays, cities, islands, 
rivers, mountains, forests etc. and their description was supposed 
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to be the whole of Geography. Later on, it was realised that 
even these things cannot be taught away from each other. All 
these things also have bearing upon each other. 


Modern educationists are convinced that the teaching of a 
particular subject should be carried out in correlation with other 
subjects, This correlation is generally between the subjects that 
have common bearing. When a particular subject is taught in 
correlation with other subjects, then the knowledge acquired is 
stable and permanent We have seen at various other places that 
this relationship is of several types. These several types of corre- 
lation have their importance in the education in different ways. 
In attempting to establish correlationship we correlate the know- 
ledge of Geography with the knowledge of other subjects. We 
have also to correlate this knowledge with the life in general. 
Without it, it would not be the labour spent. 


Correlation of Geography 


Geography is a subject which has the elements of science as 
well as an art. \t aims at preparing ideal and successful citizens. 
It attempts to impart practical knowledge to the students to grow 
into successful citizens. On the other hand, it tries to study the 
subjects in a scientific manner. From this point of view, it serves 
as a link between natural sciences and the social sciences. 


No aspect of human life remains untouched by Geography. 
Every human activity has some geographical importance or the 
other. Therefore, the teaching of Geography has a two-fold corre- 
lationship. On the one hand, it is related to social sciences or 
humanities such as History, Economics, Political Science, Litera- 
ture, Art etc, while on the other it is correlated with natural 
sciences such as Chemistry, Geology, Mathematics, Physics etc. 


The teacher has to have a very clear attitude in this regard. 
He must know the relation of Geography with other subjects and 
try to bear this thing in mind. If he does not do so, he will not 
be able to succeed in his task. He should be a broad minded 
person. He should refer the subject-matter of other subjects as 
and when he has an opportunity or the reference permits. Let 
us now try to examine the correlation of Geography with other 
subjects. 


Geography and History 

There was a time when these two subjects were taught 
together. Till very recently, they were treated as one subject. 
Now they are treated separately for the convenience of study. 
But, in fact, of the two cannot be separated. They are the two 
sides of one coin. Geography is the stage on which the drama of 
History is enacted. It is the Geography which determines the his- 
torical events of a particular country. Geographical factors 
mean the physical conditions of the life of man, climate, produce, 
means of communication etc. and all these factors determine the 
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direction of human life. It is the human life and activities that 
create History. History of cach and every country is governed by 
all these factors 


In past ages, if certain countries had succeeded in invading 
certain countries, it had been possible only on account of geogra- 
phical factors. If in past ages Himalayas was supposed to be 
inviolable, it was so on account of geographical factors. If 
Germany had to face defeat in Russia, it was only on account of 
the cruelties of geographical factors, which expressed this in the 
form of severe winter. 


We have seen that historical maps are drawn on the basis of 
geographical faciors. Various social, religious, eccnomic and his- 
torical events have taken place on account of geographical factors. 
Without knowing Geography, it is not possible to know History in 
a proper manner. Downfall of various empires took place solely 
on account of these geographical factors. If England grew into a 
first rate sea power, it could be so only on account of its geogra- 
phical situation and geographical location. 


Sometimes it is not possible to explain certain historical facts 
without having proper knowledge of geographical factors. We 
hear that Aurangzeb could not succeed in holding the Southern 
part of India under his control for a very long time. It could be 
so only on account of geographical condition of South India. South 
India is full of mountains and the land is also not even. These 
geographical conditions provided opportunities for guerilla war 
and the people of South did employ these tactics. 


Geography and Political Science 


Political Science is the subject that studies the administration 
of a particular unit and certain allied problems. Sometimes 
political administrations differ from land to land. This difference is 
On account of geographical conditions. In Switzerland even today 
direct democracy is practised. It has been possible only in account 
of geographical factors. Traditions, political principles and certain 
other things are also guided by geographical factors. 

Today world citizenship and world government have become 
the ideals of Political Science and practical politics, Geography 
can playa vital role in this direction. Geography also aims at 
establishing world citizenship. It does so by explaining the common 
geographical features of different countries. 


The difference in the political set-up of different countries is 
also explainable through geographical factors. If Soviet Union 
of Russia and United States of America are great contenders 
of each other today, it is so, to a very great extent, on account 
of their geographical factors. Their political administration also 
differs on account of their geographical factors. In South-East 
Asia, we have an area which is rich in petroleum and other mineral 
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products. Petroleum in mineral products are essentials of political 
progress. Great world powers are anxious to establish their 
supremacy over this part only on account of their anxiety to have 
control over rich petroleum fields. 


Sometimes it is possible to solve various political problems 
with the help of the knowledge of geographical factors. Once we 
know about the geographical background of a particular political 
problem, it shall not be very difficult for us to solveit. All these 
factors very clearly indicate that there is close relationship between 
Geographical and Political Science. 


Geography and Economic 

These two subjects are very intimately related. They are 
so intimately related that there is a branch of Geography which 
is known as Economic Geography. Agriculture, industry and 
economic activities are subordinate to geographical factors. 
Wherever we find the location of coal and iron ore, it is possible 
to establish industries. Economics, which is called the science 
of wealth, cannot make proper progress without the knowledge 
of geographical factors. It is the geographical factors that govern 
the wealth of a particular person or a country. Various agricul- 
tural and economic products are the results of geographical 
factors. In fact, Geography provides a background to the 
Economics. 


In Economic Geography we have the description of various 
principles on the basis of which it is possible to study the economic 
aspect of the geographical factors. While discussing certain 
departments of Geography, we have also to take into consideration 
various factors of Geography. For example, when we discuss 
about the production, we cannot discuss it without taking into 
consideration the geographical factors. In fact, these two subjects 
are inter-dependent. 


Geography and Language and Literature 


Although there does not seen to be a relationship of subject- 
matter between the two but they are certainly inter-related. 
Literatures are very much influenced by geographical conditions. 
In order to learn a language, we have to know about geographical 
conditions. Since ages, literature has been full of the description 
of the nature. Poets and writers could not have described nature 
successfully had they not known the geographical facts properly. 
Various aspects of literature, namely stories, novel, drama, epic, 
etc. are to a greatextent, influenced by geographical factors. 
Characters are delineated with an epe on geographical environment. 
No character can be treated without giving due regard to the 
geographical environment in which he or she has to live. Ways 
of living, dress, ways of talking are very much influenced 
by geographical factors. Oral as well as written forms of the 
languages are also influenced by the geographical factor. In 
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various stories we find the description of geographical facts and 
discoveries. We also find literature dealing with various aspects 
of human life. 


If on the one hand Geography provides the subject-matter 
to the literature, on the other language and literature are also 
helful for the study of Geography. Without thorough and proper 
knowledge of language, it is not possible to study Geography 
properly. In lower classes or primary classes very little know- 
ledge of the language and vocabulary is sufficient to meet the 
requirements of the study of Geography. But in higher classes 
good knowledge of language adds to the thorough study of the 
subject-matter. If language facilitates the study of Geography, 
G opraphy also adds to the vocabulary of the language and 
iterature, 


In teaching Geography to higher classes, it will be worth- 
while to correlate the teaching of the subject of Geography with 
language and literature. The Subject-matter of Geography can 
add to the richness of the literature as well. It can open new 
avenues of subject-matter. In short, it can be said that Geo- 
raphy and language and literature are inter-related. 


Geography and Art 

Art is of two types—(i) the useful art and (ii) the fine art. 
Any attempt that is made to make the thing useful and beautiful 
is termed as an art. When the thing is made useful, it is through 
practical art and when some aesthestic sense is developed in a 
Particular thing, it brings about fineness in it and so it is termed 
as Fine Art. Art brings about the development of the aesthetic 
sense of the students and also helps them to express their ideas 
independently. Art is useful for the study of Geography. A 
good hand at art can draw fine maps, charts and models, 
Through these charts and maps it is possible to express the ideas 
Successfully and nicely. In these maps and charts, we depict the 
height of the surface, the height of the mountains, the formation 
of the land and the span of the rivers etc. A fine hand at art can 
depict these things successfully, aesthetically and nicely. This 
can make the teaching of Geography interesting and simple. The 
interesting of the students can be generated in Geography through 
art. If beautiful maps are presented before the students, they 
may feel interested in studying and reading Geography. 


On the other hand, Geography also provides with interesting 
subject material for art. Various facets of the subject-matter 
of Geography can inspire a student of art to draw pictures and 
Scenery. In short, it may be said that art and Geography are 
inter-related. 


Geography and other social science ; i 
Geography has still not gone out of the field of social sciences. 
Ways of living of people and their thoughts are very much 


50 TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY 


governed by geographical factors. It is generally seen that people 
living in countries with rich geographical background are liberal 
and progressive in outiook. On the other hand, people living in 
the countries with poor geographical background are neither 
liberal nor pro; ressive. It is all due to difficult conditions of living. 
In countries with difficult circumstances it is difficult to expect 
people to have a high sense of morality. Social sciences deal with 
various aspects of social life of man. In other words, these social 
sciences study man asa social being. Since social life of man 
is very much influenced by the geographical conditions, it is 
natural for Gecgraphy to have intimate relationship with other 
social sciences. 


Geography and Craft 


Craft is also a kind of art. In craft, with the help of the 
material, we try to draw models, charts etc. It is now considered 
to be necessary to teach art and craft to the students for the 
proper development of their personality and mind. In fact, craft 
is the useful part of the art Today forthe successful teaching of 
Geography, craft is necessary. 


Geography and Mathematics 


In our system of education Mathematics occupies an impor- 
tant place. Since long, it has been occupying that place and it 
shall continue to doso. In our education three Rs. include the 
teaching of Arithmetic. In fact, various problems of our life 
are solved with the help of Mathematics. If we want to have proper 
account of the agricultural produce, export and import, production 
etc. we have to take the help of Arithmetic. In fact, Arithmetic 
or Mathematics gives the language of figures to the geographical 
data. It is also helpful in drawing the maps, contours, charts, etc. 
It is in these charts and graphs that we depict the population, 
area and other things. The teacher of Geography can very 
safely employ various principles of Mathematics and make the 
teaching of Geography exact and useful. In Comparative 
Method of Teaching of Geography, Mathematics is very useful 
and helpful. 


If we have to measure the distances of the which or the 
depth of the river, we have to take help from Arithmetic. In 
lower primary classes, the relationship between the two is not of 
much importance and consequence. In Junior High School or 
High School Classes this relationship becomes more pertinent and 
important. In higher classes Geometry, which is a part of 
Mathematics, proves very useful. In having an idea of the 
longitude and the latitude and finding out time, we have to 
take help from Mathematics. This very clearly indicates that the 
two are deeply related. 

Geography and Natural Sciences 


Today Geography is coming out of the field of sccial sciences 
and entering the field of natural sciences. Natural include 
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Physics, Chemistry, Agriculture, Botany, Zoology, Geology, 
etc. Various facts of Geography are included within the subject 
matter of these natural sciences In teaching of Geography we 
try to base our study on cause and effect relationship. This cause 
and effcct relationship is the gift of science to the field of Geo- 
graphy. In this manner we have to keep in mind the bearing and 
ihe importance of the two. 

In order to have a correct understanding of various geogra- 
phical facts and principles, we have to take help of the principles 
of science. The natural Geography or physical Geography, which 
studies the climate, pressure of the wind and its velocity, currents, 
weather, mineral wealth etc. takesa good deal of help of natural 
sciences. 

Geology ; which deals with the study of the surface of earth, 
has a very intimate relationship with Geography. If we want to 
have a correct idea about the earthquakes, volcanoes etc. we have 
to take help from the knowledge of Geology. 

Study of Geography involves handling of various apparatuses 
such as Barometer; Rain gauge, Thermometer, etc. All these 
apparatuses cannot be handled properly unless we have some 
knowledge of the principles of Physics. 

All these things indicate that natural science and Geography 
are very much correlated. , 

Agriculture has a very deep relationship with local Geography. 
Agricultural products are very much influenced by geographical 
factors, The teacher of Geography can contribute a lot to the 
field of agriculture. 

In primary classes Geography forms the part of nature study. 
It can also form the part of social studies. In higher classes these 
two subjects are taught separately, but their relationship continues 
to be the same. 


Points for Revision 


1. Geography is a subject whichis correlated with social sciences 
as well as natural sciences. It is, in fact, passing out of the field 
of social sciences and entering the field of natural sciences. 


2. History of Geography are intimately related. Geography provides 
the stage on which the drama of History is enacted. In fact, 
History and Geography are two sides of a coin. 


3. Geography and Political Science are also correlated. Political 
Science deals with the administration of a particular Political 
unit. The administration cannot be run successfully unless the 
administrators have an idea of the geographical background of 
that land. 


4. Geography and Economics are also inter-related. Economics 
studies the economic life of man. Economic. life cannot be 
studied without having an idea of the geographical background. 
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5, Geography and Language and Literature— Geography Language 
and Literature are correlated. Geography provides subject- 
matter for literature and language. On the other hand, language 
and literature are helpful for the proper study of Geography. 


Geography is helped by art and craft. Art and craft are useful 
in the drawing of maps and charts. On the other hand, art and 
craft can benefit by the subject-matter of Geography. 


Geography is also related to other social sciences. Social sciences 
deal with the life of man as a social being. This social life of 
man cannot be studied without proper background of geogrophical 
factors. 


8. Geography is also related to Mathematics or Arithmetic. 
Mathematics provides the language of figures to the geographical 
facts. 


9. Geography is also related to natural sciences such as Physics, 
Chemistry, Botany, Zoology, Agriculture, Geology, etc. These 
sciences help the proper study of the subject-matter of Geography. 


x 
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CHAPTER VII 
Old and New Values of Teaching of Geography 
ANAA h E soe aati RSI PIG SL SUAS aae 


Q. What were the old values of the teaching of Geography and 

what are the new values of it? Discuss briefly. 
Or 

In olden days or in past Geography was taught on political basis. 
Today it is taught on regional basis. How far this shift in the 
values of the teaching of Geography has influenced the teaching of 
Geography ? Discuss briefly the utility of the two. 

Ans. Old values of the teaching of Geography. 

In past Geography was taught on the basis of political 
regions. Then the whole of the world was divided into various 
countries. Each country was taken up one by one and the Geo- 
graphy was taught. There was no scientific basis for the teaching 
of Geography. It had no practical background. It was taught 
and learnt as a theoretical subject. It was all based on the political 
divisions of the world, Probably in those days political divisions 
had greater values and so they were given priorities. 


In those days various physical divisions were carved out on 
the basis of administrative convenience. They were made on the 
basis of the states conquered. There was no similarity in the physical 
conditions, climate, agricultural products, rainfall, mineral wealth 
etc. of various countries. Therefore, these countries could not be 
studied on some common basis. 
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We have already seen that Geography is nothing but a des- 
cription of the world in relation to man. It tries to explain the 
relationship between man and the world. Im recent years, on 
account of this realisation, the values of the teaching of Geography 
have changed. Now it is believed that physical environment and 
geographical factors influence various aspects of man’s life, such 
as economic, social, industrial etc. On the other hand, the political 
divisions of the world are based on political considerations. They. 
have very little to do with natural conditions. In the study of 
Geography these political divisions are not very material. It is on 
account of this realisation that greater emphasis is laid on the study 
of Geography through Regional Method. 


Regional Method 

Today each physical region is taken as an unit and: that 
particular unit is studied under the head of various factors that, 
are responsible for the physical conditions of that particular 
region. We have already seen that natural conditions, climate, 
vegetation, humana activities and formation of the land are the 
various factors that are responsible for the geographical factors of 
a particular physical region. in 

In this method of teaching of Geography, as we have 
already seen, the whole of the world is divided into certain 
physical region. ach physical region is sub-divided into 
smaller region. Each physical unit has its own importance. It 
is also different from the other. Human beings living in a 
particular physical region are organised together in a common 
manner, Their ways of living, their dress, their food habits, their 
customs, etc. acquire common features. In fact, the physical 
factors of a particular region influence the human activities and 
human life. The difference in the conditions of life of people of 
two countries is caused by the difference in the physical 
conditions. 

Itis the duty of a student of Geography to find out the 
geographical factors of a particular region. Through his know- 
ledge he can safely develop consciousness in the people of that 
particular region. Such a thing can go along way in establishment 
of common bond between people of various regions. 


The knowledge of the geographical conditions is also helpful 
in the proper development of the personality mot only of the 
individuals but also of the society as a whole. 

By studying Geography, through Regional Method, we study 
the various divisions of the world under the following heads :— 

(a) Formation of the land. 

(b) Natural conditions. 

(c) Agriculture. 

(d) Products. 

(e) Political and economic progress, 
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There is difference between the study of Geography on the 
basis of political regions and on the basis of physical regions. 
The division of the world into various political regions is likely 
to change soon. This change sometimes disturbs the centire 
knowledge and study. Physical divisions are not likely to change 
so easily and so quickly 


Utility of the present method of teaching of Geography 


The present method of the teaching of Geography has the 
following qualities and utility in it :— 


(a) It is supposed to be very scientific. If we think that 
Geography is the study of action and inter-action of man and his 
geographical environment, then the study of Geography on 
regional basis is quite scientific This method also hes the likelihood 
of the study of subject on comparative basis. 


(b) This method is very helpful in studying the geographical 
characteristics of a particular region. Through this method a 
student can study the physical features quite easily and with 
convenience. Through no other method it is Possible to have an 
idea of the physical characteristics so easily and quickly. 


(c) In this method of the study of Geography various aspects 
of human life—physical, social, economic, historical etc.—are 
inter-connected. Human life and animal life is very much in- 
fluenced by the climate and the natural conditions and so it is 
quite proper to study the human life in the background of the 
natural conditions. 


(d) This method has scope for observation and comparative 
study. The students of Geography develop imagination in them. 
They also develop the outlook of observation of various natural 
objects. Interest for natural objects is also created in them. 


Now we believe that Geography is the study of man, in the 
background of his physical and geographical conditions. These 
two factors continue to influence each other continually and 
continuously. Regional method of study of Geography justifies 
this definition. 


Drawbacks 


This method of the study of Geography has certain draw- 
backs in it. 

(i) In this method it is assumed that students have acquired 
some geographical knowledge. It is not possible to teach the 
student through this method, who do not have any background 
of the geographical principles. It is necessary, for the students to 
know the principles that govern the climate, the direction of the 


winds and other natural conditions. In lower classes this method 
may not be very useful. 


y (ii) It is not possible, to have a final division of the world 
into several physical divisions. Each region sometimes merges 
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into the other. It is also likely that while studying Geography 
through this methed, we may neglect the smaller regions in view 
of larger regions. 


(iii) There are certain regions that have their own separate 
identity. These regions do not have common features with other 
regions. Such regions are likely to be neglected in the study 
through this method. 


The modern concept of the teaching of Geography 

In fact, the modern concept of the study of Geography has 
changed with the method of the study of Geography. This con- 
cept is very clearly contained in the following lines of James 
Fairgrieve— 

“The function of Geography is to train future citizens to 
imagine accurately the conditions of the great world stage and so 
help them to think sanely political and social problems in the; 
world around.” 


This definition of Geography is a scientific defintion given 
in the background of modern social values. Geography is not 
limited up to the study of the physical conditions as they exist. 
It is not a positive science only. It has a normative outlook as well. 
It teaches the students the ways and the means that they should 
adopt in order to utilise the physical conditions for the well» 
being of the society. They have to do things so that the world 
may grow into a better world. Young men are also taught to 
influence their political conditions and natural activities so 
that the whole of the world may be a place worth living. In 
this manner Geography is not only the study of physical conditions. 


The present method of teaching of Geography broadens the 
outlook of the students. It provides them with an opportunity 
to study the actions and inter-actions of various physical features 
and activities, It also provides an opportunity for the study of 
human relations and adds to the practical knowledge of them. 


In olden days Geography was studied with a view to provide 
knowledge of natura! and physical conditions to men. In those 
days the travellers used to go over to different parts of the world 
and gave a description of their travels and journeys. They also 
provided a description of the natural conditions. This description 
was very helpful for the sea and water travellers. 


In those days the students of Geography had to cram the 
geographical details. With the development of the principle of 
evolution, there came about a development in the method of the 
study of Geography. Now details of various physical and political 
regions were given out in the study of Geography. 

In the beginning of the 20th century, Geography secured a 


formal place in the curriculum. In those days its nature was 
more or less the same as that of the history. The study of 
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Geography was then neither scientific nor stress was laid on the 
influence of geographical factors on men. This resulted into 
simple knowledge of geographical facts to the students. The 
students could not utilise this knowledge for his personal gain. 
Geography by that time had neither occupied a social, practical 
and international importance. 


Teaching of Geography today 


We are living in an age of democracy. Every citizen has his 
Own responsibilities and duties to perform. This responsibility 
and duty involves independent thinking. Man has to think about 
his political problems. Today his outlook has broadened and he 
has to find out the solution of various socio-economic problems 
in an intelligible and rational manner. This is not an age of 
monarchy when people have to follow their rules. Every individual 
has to adopt himself to the environment. This adoptability makes 
the teaching of Geography easy and useful. The values of the 
teaching of Geography have broadened the scope of the study 
of the subject-matter. It is being studied with different aspects 
in view. Today study of man in the background of his physical 
conditions is called Geography. This simply means that the values of 
the teaching of Geography in the modern age have changed much from 
the past values. 


Broadening of the scope of study 


Human life has developed a lot. It is constantly growing 
and developing. Now the knowledge of Geography includes 
every aspect of knowledge about man. Political, social, economic, 
intellectual and Geographical factors, such as natural conditions, 
weather vegetation, climate, mineral wealth etc. are the various 
factors that influence the subject of Geography. No doubt, 
Geography has separated itself from History but even then they 
are directly related. Even the subject-matter of History has become 
broad and so it is natural for the subject-matter of Geography, 
which provides the stage to the drama of History, to become 
broader. 


Study of all the changes carried out by man 
on the surface of the earth 


Man is constantly making efforts to change the face of the 
earth and nature. He is trying to condition the atmosphere according 
to his needs and requirements. All the changes that have been 
caused by human efforts in nature are studied under Geography. 
It also studies the influence of local and regional factors on 
human life. 


Utility of Geography in training human mind 

Teaching of Geography has direct practical values. Geo- 
graphy trains the mind of man. Human welfare is possible anly 
when it has been possible to imbibe the knowledge of Geography 
in a thorough and perfect manner, Jt trains the mind of the 
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students in a scientific manner. While studying Geography, the 
students get an opportunity to study various geographical factors 
in a minute manner. He has also to find the cause and effect 
relationship between various events and factors. Then he has to 
convert his knowledge into hard facts and real picture. 


While studying Geography, we study various things as they exist. 
We imagine things as they are. While studying Geography, we 
are constantly heading towards complete adoption of the regional 
method of the study of Geography. In this procedure we are 
moving from the study of the part to the whole. The Geography 
tells that the world is a complete unit. Itis a combination of 
various units called physical divisions. Natural law works in the 
same manner everywhere. 


Practical knowledge and world brotherhood 

Study of Geography has a good deal of practical bearing 
It tries to study the practical aspect of human life. It tells the 
students about various conditions of life in various parts of the 
world. Young man, who has the knowledge of Geography, can 
very easily utilise this kowledge to do things in a realistic manner. 
He can also achieve success in life. The recent definition and 
method of study of Geography has provided a new outlook to the 
field of education. Geography occupies an important place in the 
curriculum of study. It is now studied as a study of the abode of 
human life. 


Cause and effect relationship and enriching 
the treasure of knowledge 

We have already seen that Geogrrphy is based on the cause 
and effect relationship. It has assumed a scientific outlook and a 
mode of study and so cause and effect relationship is found out 
while studying the subject-matter. 


In olden days man looked helpless in the face of the vast field 
of natural conditions. Now it is not so. Man has acquired victory 
over various phases of nature. With this conquest, he has found 
new ways and means of scientific study of Geography. Various 
apparatuses have been discovered and evolved to study Geography 
in a scientific manner. Though these apparstsces, it 1s possible 
to acquire better knowledge about nature and to the treasure of 
knowledge. Thus Geography has added to the knowledge and 
utility of human life. 


Today Geography studies the various aspects of human life 
such as social, political, historical, etc. Ali these facets of human 
life are influenced by geographical factors, and so it is proper for 
Geography to touch them as well. While studying Geography, 
people of various countries know about the people of other countries. 
This leads to co-operation and understanding between peoples of 
different countries. It further leads to goodwill and cooperation 
and co-existence, Thus, Geography influences the whole of human life, 
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Points for Revision 


1 In olden days Geography was taught on the basis of political 
regions. 


. It was considered to be the description of nature as it existed. 
. Today Geography is taught through regional method. 


4. The whole of the world has been divided into various physical 
regions and each region has its own utility. 


wo rv 


5. The Regional Method of teaching of Geography is quite scientific ; 
it is helpful in the thorough study of Geographical characteristics 
and then it also studies various aspects of human life. 


6. It has certain drawbacks as well. It is possible that we may not 
have the final division of the world into various regions. 


7. Now Geography aims at training future citizens properly. 


8. In olden days Geography did not have any vital bearing on human 
life. Now it is not so. 


9. Geography studies the various efforts made by man to change the 
face of the nature. 


Geography has an importance in the training of one’s mind. 


11. Geography also leads to world brotherhood and broadening of the 
field of knowledge. 


12. The scientific method of study of Geography brings about the 
cause and effect relationship in this method. 


13. It also enriches the treasure of knowledge. 


= 
= 


CHAPTER VIII 
Concomitant or Logical Method of the Study 
of Geography-Learning by Doing Method 
in Teaching of Geography 


. What do you mean by Logical Method or Learning by 
Doing Method of the study of Geography ? 
Or 

What do you mean by ‘Learning by Doing’ ? What is its impor- 
tance in the field of education and specially in the teaching of 
Geography ? 

Ans. The basis of Learning by Doing method— Experience. 

Man is constantly acquiring new experiences. With his deve- 
lopment in the world, he tries to gain new experiences. In this 
method of education, the natural experiences of child form the 
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basis of education. Here the teacher has to proceed on the basis 
of the experiences acquired by the young men. In the modern 
education this method occupies an important place. It is supposed 
* to be more scientific and psychological as compared to other 
methods of education, 


In India basic education has acquired the status of national 
pattern of education, specially at the primary stage. As we all 
know, it is a craft centred method of education. Here the 
students are encouraged to do things by their own hands and thus 
acquire knowledge This method of education is very much akin to 
basic education. The two can go together to a grea! extent. 


Combination of theoretical knowledge and practical life 

In life we acquire theoretical knowledge. This theoretical 
knowledge shall be of no use if it cannot be put into practical 
use. In fact, theory and practice have to gotogether. Learning 
by doing is the basis of the logical method of teaching. This: 
students are made to learn by practical experiences. They have 
to work according to a set pattern. A project is drawn and the 
whole project is dividing into smaller projects. The teacher of 
Geography provides the knowledge of the subject to the students 
with the help of these projects. These projects are of a varied 
nature and so the student is able to know about the various 
aspects of the subject through this method. The p oject and the 
working of this method is so evolved that the student does not feel 
that the work is going on The student feels at home in the whole 
set-up. Through his questions and answers he is able to organise 
the whole of his knowledge and ideas. 


Environment and experiences 
The child lives in the society or the social environment. 

This social environment is brought with activities. Various types 
of activities are going on in the society. This society has diverse 
activities. These activities continue to take place. These acti- 
vities add to the exrerience of the child and so he acquires 
knowledge which is useful in life. This method is based on the 
following three types of environment :— 

(1) Physical or natural environment 

(2) Social environment 

(3) Practical work or trade. 


Natural or physical environment 


Man is born in the free atmosphere of nature. He sees 
various natural objects all around him. By coming in contact 
with these natural things, he acquires new knowledge. Every 
day in the morning he secs the sun rise and in the evening sees 
its set in, The process of the day and night goes on. Healso 
acquires the knowledge of the fact that sunrise causes warm and 
heat and in the night there is cold, When at night the child sees 
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the moon and the stars, he feels happy. In the summer the sun 
Shines in such a manner that the sun rays are straight and they 
cause heat and temperature. In the winter season it is not so. 
During rainy season there is rainfall and in the winter season 
the day is short and the night is long. On the other hand, in 
the summer season the day is long and the night is short. When 
the rain falls during the rainy season, we see the water flowing, 
This also gives an idea that the water flows from an elevated 
place to a lower place. All these natural activities of the environ- 
ment add to the experience of the child. He also sees the agri- 
cultural products of his atmosphere. These agricultural products 
provide him with some knowledge and new experiences. It is 
the duty of the teacher to direct all these experience in the 
Proper manner. These experiences have to be properly organised. 
In this process, it is possible for the teacher to provide certain 
new experiences to the students. New things are also known 
to the young boys and girls. Here in this method, on the basis 
of the unknown experiences, certain known facts are taught, 


Geography is very much related to nature. Therefore, 
through this method it is possible to teach Geography more 
successfully. The students may be taught about the things that 
they do not know, with the help of their known experiences. Thus 
the students may be encouraged, in a natural manner, to proceed 
from known to unknown. 


Social environment 


Man’s sociality is a well known fact. It is not possible to 
separate man from society. He starts with the assumption that 
the world is confined within Society. It is as a member of the 
society that he performs various activities and takes to new 
Processes. It is in the society that he learns activity. He takes part 
in various social activities, religious ceremonies, social customs, 
pilgrimages, etc, He is not only a passive onlooker of all these 
social activities and customs but also plays an active part in it. 
It is through the social environment that it is possible to have an 
idea of the importance of various activities of contemporary 
value and social importance. In our day to-day life we use 
various things that are imported ones. With the help of this 
practical experience it is possible to have an idea of import. 
Sometimes we see that people who are agriculturists see that there 
is surplus of foodgrain. The student sees that his father has sold 
a surplus grain to some trader. The trader carries this grain 
away and sells it in the market. Thus, there is training of 
import. While learning about export and import, the student 
also learns about trade and business. He sees several things 
arranged for several occassions. He also sees that on certain 
Occasions certain things are utilised for decoration. These pieces 
of decoration are the result of industry and handicraft, This 
gives him a knowledge about that, 4 
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The teacher can utilise various social functions, customs 
and festivals for teaching of Geography to the students. He may 
draw a plan and list of all these things and teach the students 
about all these things. By this method it shall be possible to 
place many things in the minds of the students in a natural and 
spontaneous manner. 


Industry or practical work or trade 

Through this method or Project Method it is possible to 
teach the students about trade. A detailed plain may be drawn 
about collecting the raw material and doing many things in this 
regard. The students may be asked to perform jobs in regard 
to this. It would provide them with an opportunity to learn 
about all these things. They shall also have a detailed know- 
ledge of the various aspects of a particular trade or industry. 

In this process it shall be possible to have a study of the 
local conditions and local environment. Students may be asked 
to take up some work of some small scale industry and acquire 
a solid knowledge about trade and its working. For example, 
the students may be shown the process of juggary making and 
this may give an idea to the students about the process of preparation 
of sugar. The students may also be told about the process of 
carrying the sugarcane to the mills and preparing sugar. They 
may also be given an idea of export and import of sugar. This 
would provide them with an opportunity to study about various 
means of communication and transport and their geographical method. 

From this thing it is well evident that this method can be 
very helpful in the study of Geography. Such a knowledge is 
practical and useful. In future, the student is capable of giving 
a practical shape to his knowledge. He can have proper idea 
of social and natural environment and utilise the knowledge of 
these things for establishing or running a particular industry or 
trade. This would be helpful for the future life. 

Points for Revision 

1. Teaching by the method of learning by doing or Project Method 
can be very useful for the teaching of Geography. 

2. In this method there is combination of the theoretical knowledge 
as well as practical knowledge. 

3. This method implifies study of the following types of environ- 
ment :— 

(a) Physical or natural environment. 
(b) Social environment. 
(c) Practical knowledge of trade or some industry. 

4. Teaching by this method, which is also called the Project Method, 
implifies that the student shall learn about natural environment 
and social environment and try to put the whole knowledge into 
practical form. 
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CHAPTER IX 
Presentation of Subject-matter of Geography 
at Various Stages of Education (i) Teaching 
of Geography at Primary or Basic Stage 
of Education 


Q What are the various aims of teaching of Geography and 
its method of teaching at the primary stage of education 
Or 
What should be the method of teaching of Geography in the 
basic schools? Bring out the defects in the prevalent system of 
teaching of Geography at this stage of education and give your own 
ideas in this regard. 


Aus. Presentation of the subject-matter 


Subject-matter of Geography has a good deal of diversity. 
Its own scope is quite wide. Out of this vast scope of the subject- 
matter of Geography certain subjects are selected and presented 
at various stages of education. The presentation of the subject 
matter has to be guided on the basis of the requirements of 
psychology at a particular stage of education. As has already been 
stated, Geography is a link between natural sciences and social 
sciences. As a natural science, Geography has to lay stress on 
certain things that form a part of the teaching of social sciences, 
As a social science, it has to take to certain methods that are a 
part of the teaching of the social sciences. 


In natural sciences a good deal of stress is laid on individual 
work, Experimental Method, Observation Method etc, But in 
social sciences a good deal of stress is ]aid on oral work. In the 
teaching of Geography and its method of teaching oral work, 
practical work and method of observation have to be used discreetly. 


It is the duty of the teacher of Geography to make the teaching 
lively and interesting. 


The observation Method is useful in lower classes. It is 
here that the foundation is laid for the teaching of Geography 
through Observation Method. Therefore, it should begin in early 
classes. 


Teaching of Geography at the Primary Stage of Education 

In the primary schools the age group of the students is 
between 5 and 10 years. This is called to be the formative period 
of a student’s life. If particular types of habits are formed, they 
continue to be there in the rest of the life It is very necessary to 
train the students properly at this stage of education. The psy- 
chology of the students has to be borne in mind while teaching 
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Geography. The psychology of the students at this stage is such 
that they can learn things by seeing, by looking at them and by 
trying to acquire knowledge through personal experiences. The 
teaching of Geography has to be based on those requirements 
of the psychology of the children. The curriculum has to be laid 
with a good deal of discretion and thought. The teacher of 
Geography has to use a lot of personal discretion and intelligence. 
Following are the various methods of the teaching of Geography, 
which should be borne in mind :— 


(1) Teaching through playway method—In tho primary classes, 
the students that receive education have a good deal of interest 
in playing. Play, in fact, forms an integral part of the ¢ersona- 
lity of the children at this stage of education. They are very 
fond of making clay toys, charts, roaming about in the plains 
and listening to stories. This is a very tender age which can be 
moulded into any manner one likes. It will be wise to teach the 
students through games, various principles and methods of Geogra- 
phy. Their interest should always be borne in mind. 


The students of this age group are very much interested in 
their environment. This local and immediate environment must 
form the basis of the teaching. 


Their knowledge should have a direct bearing on the environ- 
ment. Sunrise, rain, evening, wind, etc. are all the „necessary 
things with which the students must be acquainted at this stage of 
education. By knowing about all these things, they shall know 
about various facts of nature. Their imagination shall be awakened, 
They must be told about the stories concerning the geographical life 
of the country. They should be told about the elephants, the lions, 
wild life, etc. They must also be made to know about sand, rivers, 
tanks, etc. With these things they may be given an idea of the 
physical environment. They may also be taken on excursions and 
tours and made to understand the things that „they observe. This 
will provide them with an opportunity to see things themselves, and 
learn by direct method. 


Formal method of teaching of Geography should be, 
as far as possible, avoided. 


In the primary or basic classes, formal method should not 
be adopted in teaching Geography. In class I and IT, Geography 
should not be taught as a separate subject. It should be treated 
as a part of nature study. The student goes from home to 
school ; in the way he sees various things of nature. The teacher 
May ask the natural things that he has to pass on his way 
from home to school. Then he may be asked about the things 
that he sees in his village In fact, the teaching of Geography 
Should begin from the surroundings and go up to school. The 
teaching of the local Geography should be based on cause and 
effect relationship. 
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The teacher of Geography must keep in mind the following 
principles :— 

(a) The teaching should be made, as far as possible, prac- 
tical. 

(b) The human element should always be kept in the centre. 
Geography should be taught as a subject dealing with the human 
life and not as a subject dealing with inanimated things like 
mountains, vegetation, etc. 

(c) As far as possible, the interaction between man and nature 
should always be explained. 

(d) The teacher of Geography should keep an eye on the 
intelligence and the power of reasoning of man. He should 
generate in the students the power of thinking and reasoning. 

(e) The effect of nature should always be explained. 

(f) Geography should not be taught in isolation. It should 
always be taught in correlation with other subjects. 


Principles and methods of teaching of Geography 
at various stages of education 


The teacher must be well aware of the aims and objects of 
the teaching of the subject at the stage he is imparting education 
to his pupils. He should also be aware of the principles on which 
the teaching is based. Unless he is aware of all these things, it 
shall not be possible for him to do justice to the subject. 


(1) The teacher must know the aims and objects of the teach- 
ing of Geography, at the stage he is expected to impart the knowledge 
of the subject to his students. He should select and organise the 
subject material in the light of these aims and objects. 

(2) The subject matter should be selected and organised 
with an eye on the physical, mental and psychological requirements 
of the age of the student. 

(3) Interest and attention of the student should always be 
kept in mind. 

(4) Laying down of the principles, such as ‘proceeding from 
known to unknown’, and ‘proceedings from simple to complex’ 
etc. should be guided by the mental requirement of the students of 
the stage. 

(5) The teaching should be graded in conformity with the psy- 
chological development of the students. 

a (6) Following are the three stages of the development of the 
child :— 

(a) From 7 to 12 the instinct of curiosity and acquisition 
predominates. 

_ (b) From 13 to 16 we have the stage of change. The student 
tries to adopt the attitude of realism towards the world. He 
becomes quite realistic. 
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(c) From 16 onwards the student has the qualities of idealism, 
pragmatism, organisation etc. in him. 


With these aims and objects in view, the teaching of Geogra- 
phy should be organised. 


Primary or basic stage of education 

At this stage of education, attempt should be made to \stren- 
gthen the knowledge acquired by the child in the pre-primary 
stage of education. By this time, the student grows more matured 
and ripe as compared to the pre-primary stage. He starts taking 
interest in the things of his neighbourhood. He tries to collect 
knowledge about his neighbourhood. The power observation 
has, by this time, developed in him to understand things in a 
proper perspective. In other words, the student has, by this time, 
developed the power of observation and collection of facts. He 
also tries to apply his power of reasoning and organise the facts in 
the proper manner. This is the age when the instinct of curiosity 
predominates. The teacher should try to make use of this instinct 
in such a way that normal values may develop properly. 


At the age of 11 or 12, the self respect starts developing 
in him. Praise or condemnation of the teacher means a lot for 
the students. The teacher should handle the child very cautiously 
at this stage. 


Aims and objects of teaching of Geography at 
basic or primary stage of education 

The following principles may guide the teacher in imparting 
knowledge of subject of Geography to his pupils at this stage 
of education :— 

(a) The teacher should try to develop the curiosity and the 
interest of the student in the subject-matter of Geography. 

(b) He should try to acquaint the student with the technical 
subjects connected with Geography. 

(c) He should try to mould the life of the student in sucha 
way that he may grow into an useful and ideal citizen. 


In fact, this basic stage of education starts from Class I and 
goes up to Class V. It is the combination of the pre-primary and 
the primary stage of education. We are not very much concern- 
ed with the pre-primary education. We shall try to deal with the 
Primary stage of education. 


Teaching of Geography in the III class 

This is, in fact, the class from which the primary stage of 
education starts. The teacher may teach the various topics 
connected with the subject-matter of Geography in the following 
manner :— 


_ (a) The teacher may narrate the stories connected with the 
things and places seen by the stndents. He may also take recourse 
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to question-answer methcd and acquaint the students with various 
things 
f (b) The teacher should also go on writing the things that he 
is telling to his students, on the blackboard. This would have a 
lasting value, and the knowledge of the students shall be streng- 
thened. 

(c) Text book method should not be applied at this stage. 
This would make the students bored. 

(d) No burden should be put on the students. Their teaching 
should be made quite interesting. 

(e) At this stage of education, the teaching as well as the 
examination should be oral. The student should not be insisted 
upon to write things. 

(f) Teaching aids, such as models, charts, maps etc. should 
be used a good deal, at this stage. By and by the students should 
be encouraged to take to practical work and writing. 


In fact, the teaching of Geography in the II class as well as IV 
class should be based more on observation. It is the story telling 
method that shall be more useful for this stage. Knowledge should 
be imparted more on the basis of the observation and experience of 
the students. 

Teaching of Geography in the V class 

Here attempt should be made to strengthen the kno wledge 

and the experiences acquired by the students in the lower classes. 


Attempt should be made to give a practical bias to the teach- 
ing. Students should be encouraged to draw maps, charts etc. 
Use of text books may be useful. 


Even in examination, greater stress should be laid on obser- 
vation and practical knowledge. Stress should not be laid on Rote 
Memory or writing out answers to the questions. 


While using text books, the teacher should be cautious. He 
should train the students in the use of text books, but the whole 
of the teaching should not be based on text books method only. 


In fact, the students should be encouraged to know about the 
natural phenomena so that in higher classes they may be prepared 
to accept the things taught their. 

Curriculum of Geography at the primary stage of education 


The curriculum of the teaching of Geography should be pro- 
perly organised. It may contain the following things : 


Curriculum of Geography in III Class 
Teaching of Geography may include the following :— 
(a) Our region. 
(b) Our village. 
(c) Preparation of the map of the village by the student. 
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(d) The student should be encouraged to show the distribu- 
tion of various crops of the village. 

(e) They should also be encouraged to have an idea of the 
population of the village, means of communication, market etc. 

(f) The students should be encouraged to go out on excursions 
and observe things by themselves. 

(g) Stories dealing with the life of certain regions should be 
put before them. 


Curriculum of Geography in Class IV 

The curriculum of Geography in Class IV should cover. the 
following things :— Í 

The students should be encouraged to observe things by them- 
selves Greater stress should be laid on observation. The following 
things may be kept in mind :— 

(i) The outline map of the district. 

(ii) General views, climate, crops, industries, etc. 

(iii) Places of historical importance, means of communication, 
places of religious and economic importance, ete. 

Students at this stage should be encouraged to draw maps and 
charts. These maps and charts should be of the district, whose 
Geograpy they are reading. The practical work may include 
the following :— ) 

(i) Drawing of the map and plotting of important ‘things 
therein. 

(ii) The students may always be encouraged to draw charts 
and maps of the buildings, rooms etc. 

(iii) They may be encouraged to have a look at the map of 
the country, globe, etc. 


Curriculum of Class V 

In this class Geography of the district and the State should be 
taught. 

The students should be encouraged to draw maps, charts, etc. 
These maps and charts should depict the natural divisions, climatic 
conditions, agricultural products etc. of the State. 


Since at this stage the curiosity of the students has developed 
a good deal, they should be told about the stories of discoverer, 
such as that of Columbus etc. 


Story- telling 

At this stage of education story in the best method of the 
teaching of Geography. Students of this age group are very much 
interested in listening to stories. They should be encouraged to 
acquire knowledge of diffcrent regions and places with the help of 
the stories. The stories may deal with the following :— 


(a) Life of people of other countries. 
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to question-answer methcd and acquaint the students with various 
things 
s (b) The teacher should also go on writing the things that he 
is telling to his students, on the blackboard. This would have a 
lasting value, and the knowledge of the students shall be streng- 
thened. 

(c) Text book method should not be applied at this stage. 
This would make the students bored. 

(d) No burden should be put on the students. Their teaching 
should be made quite interesting. 

(e) At this stage of education, the teaching as well as the 
examination should be oral. The student should not be insisted 
upon to write things. 

(f) Teaching aids, such as models, charts, maps etc. should 
be used a good deal, at this stage. By and by the students should 
be encouraged to take to practical work and writing. 


In fact, the teaching of Geography in the II class as well as IV 
class should be based more on observation. It is the story telling 
method that shall be more useful for this stage. Knowledge should 
be imparted more on the basis of the observation and experience of 
the students. 

Teaching of Geography in the V class 

Here attempt should be made to strengthen the kno wledge 
and the experiences acquired by the students in the lower classes. 

Attempt should be made to give a practical bias to the teach- 
ing. Students should be encouraged to draw maps, charts etc. 

Use of text books may be useful. 

Even in examination, greater stress should be laid on obser- 
vation and practical knowledge. Stress should not be laid on Rote 
Memory or writing out answers to the questions. 

While using text books, the teacher should be cautious. He 
should train the students in the use of text books, but the whole 
of the teaching should not be based on text books method only. 

In fact, the students should be encouraged to know about the 
natural phenomena so that in higher classes they may be prepared 
to accept the things taught their. 

Curriculum of Geography at the primary stage of education 

The curriculum of the teaching of Geography should be pro- 
perly organised. It may contain the following things : 
Curriculum of Geography in III Class 

Teaching of Geography may include the following :— 

(a) Our region. 

(b) Our village. 

(c) Preparation of the map of the village by the student. 
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(d) The student should be encouraged to show the distribus 
tion of various crops of the village. 

(e) They should also be encouraged to have an idea of the 
population of the village, means of communication, market etc. 

(f) The students should be encouraged to go out on excursions 
and observe things by themselves. 

(g) Stories dealing with the life of certain regions should be 
put before them. 


Curriculum of Geography in Class IV 

The curriculum of Geography in Class IV should -cover ¿thè 
following things :— j 

The students should be encouraged to observe things by them- 
selves Greater stress should be laid on observation. The following 
things may be kept in mind :— 

(i) The outline map of the district. 
(ii) General views, climate, crops, industries, etc. 

(iii) Places of historical importance, means of communication, 
places of religious and economic importance, etc. 

Students at this stage should be encouraged to draw maps and 
charts. These maps and charts should be of the district, whose 
Geograpy they are reading. The practical work may include 
the following :— ) 

(i) Drawing of the map and plotting of important things 
therein. 

(ii) The students may always be encouraged to draw charts 
and maps of the buildings, rooms etc. 

(iii) They may be encouraged to have a look at the map of 
the country, globe, etc. 


Curriculum of Class V 

In this class Geography of the district and the State should be 
taught. 

The students should be encouraged to draw maps, charts, etc. 
These maps and charts should depict the natural divisions, climatic 
conditions, agricultural products etc. of the State. 


Since at this stage the curiosity of the students has developed 
a good deal, they should be told about the stories of discoverer, 
such as that of Columbus etc. 


Story- telling 

At this stage of education story in the best method of the 
teaching of Geography. Students of this age group are very much 
interested in listening to stories. They should be encouraged to 
acquire knowledge of diffcrent regions and places with the help of 
the stories. The stories may deal with the following :— 


(a) Life of people of other countries. 
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(b) Discovery of different lands. 

(£) Natural vegetation, mineral wealth, animal wealth, ete. 
of various regions and countries. 

(d) Industry and commerce of various regions and countries. 


Defects of the curriculum and other drawbacks 


Teaching of Geography and its curriculum, at the primary 
Stage of education, suffers from various defects and drawbacks. 
These defects and drawbacks have to be pointed out. Without 
their knowledge, it is not possible to remove and cure them. 


Size of the curriculum 

The curriculum of the subject-matter, for the primary stage 
of education, should be very scientifically drawn. The curriculum 
should be such that the students may really feel interested in 
it. On the other hand, it should be drawn with an eye on the 
environment, so that the teacher may finish his job well within 
time. Today the curriculum is not very scientifically drawn. It 
becomes impossible for the teacher to finish his work within time. 
Then it is also not possible to put his knowledge of the method of 
teaching into practice, while teaching Geography to the students 
of the primary stage of education. It happens so because of the 
drawbacks of the curriculum. 

Text books and the syliabus laid also not free from being 
cumbersome. This cumbersomeness leads to diminishing of 
interest in the students. Very little stress is laid on the practical 
work and observation In fact, thing should be properly 
provided for. 


Interest 


Interest is very important for proper learning. The subject- 
matter and the text books should be organised that the student 
may feel interested reading the subject. Sometimes syllabus at 
the primary stage of education is so boring that the students lose 
interest in the subject. They do not feel like reading the subject. 
A good deal is laid on Rote Memory. 


Lack of teaching aids 


Our primary schools are ill equipped. In fact, it is here that 
the teaching aids have real importance. When the primary schools 
do not have provision for teaching aids, the teaching of the subject 
is bound to suffer. It is also not possible for the teacher to take 
the student out for excursion and observation tours. The teachers 
themselves should have proper knowledge of the practical aspect 
of Geography. In primary classes, the teachers should be very 
well equipped: 

They should be particularly trained to handle the students 
of this stage of education. If they are trained from this angle. 
they shall not be able to do justice, either to the subject or the 
students. Unfortunately, the teachers, at this stage of education 
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suffer from this drawback. This leads to loss of interest in the 
subject-matter of Geography. 


Excursions and tours 


As has been said more than once, in teaching of Geography 
tours and excursions occupy an important place. In the syllabus, 
tours and excursions should he properly provided for. Small 
children, when taken out, should not feel unhappy. They should 
feel at home while going around ard observing things. While tired, 
they should be given scme refreshment. All this requires a good 
deal of planning. Today we do not find provision for all this. 

In fact, teaching of Geography. requires greater scientific 
planning. The teaching has to be so organised and planned that 
the students feel really interested in the subject. The teachers 
should also be properly trained, unless all this is done, it is not 
possible to have proper teaching of the sutject. 

Points for Revision 

1. Teaching of Geography differs at different stages of education. 
Here we are primarily concerned with the primary stage of 
education. 

2. At this stage of education the subject should be taught through 
playway method. 

3. Formal method of teaching shall not be very useful at this stage 
of education. 

4. The teaching of Geography should conform to the physical, 
mental and psychological requirements of the children. 

5. The teaching of Geography should bear in mind the interaction of 
man and the nature. 

6 Inthe III Class and IV Class the Geography should be taught by 
question-answer method. The teaching should be oral. 

7. InClass V the Geography of the whole of the State may be 
taught. Here the students may be encouraged the use of text 
books. Stress should be laid on practical work. 

8. Teaching of Geography suffers, from several drawbacks These 
defects and drawbacks have to be removed through the following 
measures :— 

(a) The curriculum of Geography should not be burdensome. It 
should be scientifically planed. 

(b) The curriculum should be interesting. It should be so 
organised that the interest of the ‘students in the subject- 
matter does not diminish. 

(c) Today there is dearth af teaching aids in the primary schools. 
In fact, it is, at this stage, that teaching aids have real value. 

(d) Mca should be provision for Pog S and tours in the 
teaching of Geography. Today there is no-prope Fg nt 
for all these things. AO Ot NTRS Fap ™. 
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CHAPTER X 
Presentation of Subject-Matter of Geography 
at Various Stages of Education-(ii) Teaching 
of Geography at Junior High School Stage 
of Education 


Q. What should be the aims and objects and method of teaching 
of Geography at the Junior High School stage of education? Bring 
out clearly the defects in the present system of teaching and given out 
your own suggestions ? 

Or 

What should be the method of teaching of Geography at the 
Junior High School stage of education? How should teaching of 
Geography be planned for the students of Class VI to VIII ? 


Ans. Students of the Junior High School stage of education. 

The students finish the primary education at the age of 10 
After finishing the primary education, they enter the junior stage 
of education. Students, at this stage of education are of the age 
group of 10+. This age is called the preamble of the adoles- 
cence. By this time a good deal of change has taken place in 
their mental world. They start looking things in a realistic 
manner and they are also pragmatic. The students start organis- 
ing their experiences. They are also capable of understanding 
the cause and effect relationship. At this stage, they develop 
the capacity to analyse events. From the world of imagination, 
they proceed to the world of realism. It is possible for them to 
draw certain conclusions. 


Self regarding sentiments also start developing inthem. The 
slightest effort on the self-respect makes them smart. They try 
to take a leading part in their life. All these changes in the 
psychology of the children require a change in the method of 
teaching. Method of teaching of Geography at the Junior High 
School stage of education should be different from the method 
that is employed at the primary stage of education. 


By this time. the students have so mentally developed that 
they can acquire knowledge of the subject with the help of the 
charts, models etc. These things shall not be used for teaching 
Geography to the students at this stage of education. Students 
of this stage have an idea of the Geography and so they should be 
taught Geography in its proper perspective. 

This age is called the age of generalisation. Students are 
now anxious to know about the practical utility of the subject. 
Geography should, therefore, be taught to them jn the light of all 
"these requirements, z 
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Aims and objects of the teaching of Geography at the Junior High 
School stage of education 

Teaching of Geography at the Junior High School stage of 
education may be guided by the following aims and objects :— 

(a) Anattempt shoul be made to strengthen the knowledge 
of the experiences acquire by the students in their previous 
stage of education. An attempt should be made to make the 
students understand the importance of human life and natural 
environment. 

(b) Attempt should be made to. analyse this whole thing on 
the basis of cause and effect relationship. 

(c) Attempt should be made to develop the curiosity, power 
of imagination, learning, reasoning etc. of the students. : 

(d) They should be trained to be able to appreciate the 
human life under different geographical circumstances Tt shall 
be possible for them to have this attitude only when they have 
understood the importance of the geographical factors on human 
life. 

(e) The capacity to study and understand Geography in a 
developed form may be inculcated in them. They should be 
trained to make proper use of the charts, maps, models etc. in the 
study of Geography. 

(f) For the students at this stage of education, the Geography 
of the world and the whole of the country may be taught. 


Teaching of Geography of the world 

While teaching Geography of the world, the teacher should 
keep in mind various physical divisions of the world. Geographi- 
cal conditions of different counties should be explained in the 
light of these bigger divisions. Teaching of Geography of the 
world should be guided by the psychological considerations. 
Students should be taught the subject matter in such a way that 
they may be able to understand and appreciate the influence of 
geographical factors on human life. They should be able to know 
it very clearly how geographical factors have influenced the human 
life. “By comparative method, it is possible to understand the 
Geography of different countries. 


At this stage of education, story-telling method as well as 
comparative method shall be useful. In fact, both these methods 
should be combined. As and when required, the narrative method 
or the descriptive method may be used. 

While teaching geography of different physical divisions of 
the world, attempt should be made to compare their climatic con- 
ditions, physical conditions, formation of the surface, vegetation, 
agricultural products, industry, commerce, etc. 


Teaching of Geography in this method shall help the students 
to realise the unity of the world, Jn fact, unity of the world is 
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the slogan of the day Every attempt is made to make people 
realise that they are the members of one big community. When 
the students shall see that the geographical features of their country 
are similar to the geographical features some other country, they 
shall feel one with the people of that particular land. Such a thing 
will bring nearer the dream of world brotherhood. 


Geography of the country 


It should be left to the teacher of Geography to teach the 
Geography of the motherland of the students along with the 
Geography of the whole or to teach the two separately. In 
fact, in the beginning, the Geography of the motherland should 
be taught in outline. Then, it should be taught in detail. By 
the end of the VIII Class the Geography of the world, in general, 
should be finished. It should always be borne in mind that they 
are able to understand the relationship between their mother- 
land and the whole world. This relationship is based on physical 
conditions, climate, vegetation, mineral wealth, commerce, indus- 
try etc. This thing should be very correctly explained to them. 
Attempt should also be made to give a comparative picture of the 
Geography of the motherland and other countries of the world. 

In Class VIIL an attempt should be made to give some idea 
of the physical Geography to the students. All these things should 
be taught with the help of the maps, diagrams, charts, models etc. 
Students should be properly trained in the use of the maps and the 
charts. Attempt should also be made to give a scientific basis to 
the teaching of Geography. Geography has a practical value in 
life. The practical value must be explained to the students at this 
stage of education. 


Curriculum and syllabus of Geography at 
Junior High School stage of education 

The curriculum of Geography for the Junior High School 
classes may be of the following pattern :— 
Class VI 

(a) They should be encouraged and provided opportunity 
for strengthening the previous knowledge and experiences. 

(b) They should be encouraged to undertake the study of the 
following local things :— 


(i) Markets and their importance in providing necessities to 
the villages and the cities. 


fii) By excursions, they may be made to study the formation 
of the land, flow of the rivers, agricultural products etc. 


(c) They should be made to study the Geography of the 
country in which they are living. This study should be based on 
the following :— 

Land, natural vegetation, physical divisions, agriculture, means 
of communication, trade, population etc, ; 
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(d) They should be made to study the water regions of the 
world on the globe. 

(e) They should be told stories of discoverers of different 
lands, such as that of Columbus, Vasco deegama, Captain Cook, 
Tenzing Norkhey, etc, 


Practical work 

Practical work is also very necessary for this stage of education. 
The students of this class should be made to undertake the following 
practical work :— 

(a) Study of the physical map of the country on the basis of 
colour, scale, direction, distance, location of different physical 
regions, rivers, sea shore etc. 

(b) With the help of the models, they should be taught various 
water division of the world. They should also be made to learn 
about the contours. 

(c) They should be encouraged to observe the weather and 
its changes. They should be made to keep a chart and record 
of the weather, changes in the season and other things. ‘ 


Class VII 

(a) In this class the Geography of Asia should be taught. 
While studying the Geography of this continent, the following 
things should be kept in mind :—Land, climate, natural vegetation, 
physical divisions, crops, means of communication, trade, commerce, 
population etc 

(b) Means and routes of trade should also be studied. 

(c) With the help of the longitude and latitude, the students 
should be taught to study the jocation of the various places, time, 
daily movement of the earth, day and night, formation of mountains, 
volcanoes, kinds of soil etc. 

(d) The students should be taught about various products 
and agricultural goods of the world with special reference to 
Asia, such as wheat, rice, sugar, tea, cotton, wool, coal, meat, etc. 

(e) They should be taught about the natural and m neral 
wealth of the continent, such as steel, oil, power etc. 

(f) The students should also be taught about the trade and 
means of livelihood of the people of different countries, such as 
(i) milk and dairy products, (ii) fish and its export and import, 
(iii) forests and their use. 

Practical work 

In this class a good deal of stress is laid on practical work, 
It may be of the following types :— 

(1) Division of the country in which the students are living 
into different parts and their study on the map. 

(2) Weather and its study, including keeping of the charts of 
the weather, season and their effect on agriculture, 
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(3) Through observation and excursion, the students should 
be made to study the means of communication and the trade and 
industry. They should also be encouraged to observe the effects 
of the nature on the land and life of man. 


Stories 

Even at this stage of education, the students shall be interested 
in the stories. They may be told the stories of discoverers. 

Class VIII—At this stage of education, the following things 
should be taught :— 

(a) Physical—The annual movement of the earth, the weather, 
season, rays of the sun, eclipse, etc. 

i Formation, of the land, mountains, rocks, falls, plains, sea 
shores, currents, ebb and tide, etc. 

(b) Geography of the world—The geography of the whole 
world on the basis of its different physical divisions should be 
studied An eye should be kept on the agricultural products of 
different divisions of the world. 

(c) Study of the modern life—This would include the study 
of modern scientific inventions and the influe ce of the natural 
conditions on these inventions. 


Practical work 

(1) Keeping of the records and charts of weather, season etc. 

(2) Study of the physical and political divisions of the map 
of the world. 

(3) The following things may also be studied :— 

(a) Means of communication, such as sea routes, land routes, 
air routes, etc. 

(b) Trade of perishable goods. 

(c) Science and its influence on life. 

(4) Modern inventions. 

(e) Works of U. N. O., and its effect on physical life may 
also be studied, 

Organisation of the subject-matter and teaching 

Teaching of Geography at the Junior High School stage of 
education requires a good deal of organisation and planning. 
At this stage, the students are taught about the physical, political 
and human geography ofthe world. The teacher should try to 
get things from the students instead of himself explaining every- 
thing to them. In short, it may be studied that the following 
things shou'd be included in the teaching of Geography in the 
Junior High School stage of education :— 

(a) In Classes VI, VII and VIII the students should be 
acquainted with the general geography of the world. They 
should be encouraged to learn about various things pertaining to 
the physical geography, $ 5 


PRESENTATION OF THE SUBJECT-MATTER 75 


(b) A good deal of stress should be laid on the teaching of 
Geography with the help of the mapsand charts. Students 
should themselves be encouraged to draw maps and charts. 

(c) In class VI the geography should be thought on the 
regional basis. Development of. different industries, on the basis 
of geographical conditions, should be taught. 

(d) In class VII Geography should be taught with the angle 
that the students may fully realise the effect of geographical 
factors on human life and other human activities, They 
should be so trained that they may be able to plot things on an 
outline map. 

(e) In Class VIII the students should be trained to draw 
maps, charts, etc. They should also be encouraged to colour 
these maps and charts. 

(f) In all the classes at this stage of education the students 
should be enccuraged to :— 

(i) keep a record of the weather and the season for the 
whole year ; 

(ii) study the geography of the different continents and the 
countries on the regional basis and physical basis ; and 

(iii) lay a good deal of stress on human geography. 


Defects of the present curriculum and syllabus of Geography 

Today teaching of Geography suffers from the following 
defects and drawbacks. Without the removal of these defects and 
drawbacks, it is not possible to teach the subject in an interesting 
and scientific manner 

(1) Detailed and burdensome syllabus—Today the syllabus 
and curriculum of Geography is detailed and burdensome. It 
has not been planned in accordance with the psychological 
requirements of the students. Big and bulk text books are prepared 
and the students have to read them. In fact, the subject-matter 
should be scientifically organised so that the students may be 
interested in it. 

(2) Lack of scientific method - Today Geography is not 
taught in scientific mancer. It should be so taught that the 
students may be able to make use of it in their practical and 
actual life. It should also be so taught that the students may 
remain interested in it. No specific method can be Jaid down 
for the teaching of Geography. The teacher should be left free 
to use the method of the teaching that is suited for the psychology 
of the students. 

Points for Revision 
1. Students of the Junior High School stage of education are between 
the age groups of 10 to 12 and 13. 
2. Geography should be taught to them in a realistic manner. 


3. By this time the geography of the whole world should be finished 
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4. A good deal of stress should be laid on the practical aspect of the 
teaching of Geogrophy. 

5. On the one hand the students should be given an idea of the 
geography of the world, on the other they should also be 
encouraged to draw maps and charts and show various things on 
them. 

6. Teaching of Geography suffers from various defects, It is 
neither scientifically planned nor very well organised. 

7. The t.aching of Geography should be organised that the interest 
of the students is not sustained and they are able ta learn things 
properly. 


CHAPTER XI 


Presentation of subject-matter of Geog raphy 
at various stages of education 
(iii) Teaching of Geography at High 
School or secondary stage 


Q. What are the various aims and objects and the method of 
presentation of Geography in secondary classes of High School and 
Intermediate Classes ? 

Or 

What should be the method of teaching of Geography to the 
students of secondary classes ? Point out the defects of the present 
method of teaching of Geography to the students of Secondary classes. 


Ans, Students of the secondary classes. 

By the time the students reach the secondary classes, they 
have reached adolescence. Their intelligence and mental age 
have reached maturity. They are now able to establish the cause 
and effect relationship properly. Their psychological require- 
ments are also now different. It is, therefore, very necessary to 
have a properly organised and scientifically planned syllabus and 
method of teaching of Geography at this stage of education. 
The curriculum should be complete in itself and it should be 
capable of focussing the attention of the students on certain geo- 
graphical problems. It shou'd also be capable of developing 
the power of imagination, reasoning and judgment of the 
students. Only those topics that are capable of doing all these 
things should find place in the curriculum laid down for this 
stage of education. In short the following principles should 
guide the teaching of Geography at the secondary stage of 
education :— 

(1) Attempt should be made to strengthen the previous 
knowledge of the students and they should be made aware of 
yarious principles and facts of Geography, 
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(2) Anattempt should be made to teach the students the 
geographical conditions of the people of various countries. 
Action and interaction of nature and man should also be 
explained 

(3) Anattempt should also be made to establish a bond of 
brotherhood between people of different geographical regions. 

(4) Attempt should also be made to develop the interest of. 
the students of Geography and to train them to grow into useful 
citizens. ms 

(5) They should also be trained in the use of maps, charts, - 
globle, atlas, etc. 


Present method of teaching of Geography to 
the students of secondary classes 

Today in most of the schools Geography is taught on regional 
basis. The method is quite scientific and suits the psychological 
requirements of the students. This method was, in the begin- 
ning, introduced by Carl Riter, who is called ‘Father of 
Modern Geograghy’. While studying and teaching Geography 
according to this method, an eye is kept on the influence of 
geographical factors on human life. This method is, therefore, 
based on the two following things :— 

(a) Analysis and explanation of cause and effect relation- 
ship ; and ari 

(b) Study of Geography from practical and utilitarian angle. 

In this method students also get acquainted with the various 
natural factors that continue to act on human life. He also 
knows about the extent to which human activities have been 
influenced by natural factors. The students also know how 
they can utilise human factor in order to influence the natural 
conditions 
Secondary classes and regional method of teaching of Greography 

The regional method of teaching of Geography is perfectly 
suited for the secondary schools. This method is based on 
realistic approach, which is very much suited to the psycholo- 
gical requirements of adolescence. Students, who reach secondary 
classes, have some background of Geography and they are also 
interested in the study of the subject. Their knowledge and 
interest has to be established properly and given a solid founda- 
tion. This method is, therefore, quite suited for this age. In 
this method the location and situation of a particular geogra- 
phical region, its climatic condition, rainfall, mineral wealth, 
natural vegetation and human resources are studied. In fact, 
this method is quite different from the political method of teaching 
of Geography. 


Curriculum and syllabus 
In 1950 in Montreal, a famous city of Canada, an international 
Seminar on the teaching of Geography was held. This seminar 
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laid down the following subjects for the teaching of Geography at 
the secondary level of education :— 

(1) General Geography of the world. 

(2) Intensive study of the home country or motherland. 

(4) Special branches and departments of Geography, such as 
physical, economic or political geography—there should be specia- 
lised study of any of these three branches of study. 

(4) Study of the various problems of the world. Such a study 
would enable the students to have as co ordinate knowledge of 
History as well as Geography. 

(5) It was also laid down that certain geographical complexes 
must also be studied. Study of geographical complexes involve study 
of certain difficult geographical conditions such as study of certain 
countries with more population that can be supported by the 
natural resources of that particular country. 


Certain other problems 
The following problems are also to be studied in geography at 
the secondary stage of education :— 
(a) Means of communication and transportation in the world. 
(b) Study of various geographical, political, economical and 
social Site that have brought about the establishment of 
U: N.O. 


(c) Problem of giving aid by developed countries to the under- 
developed countries of the world. 


(d) Study of U. N. O. and its contribution in providing food, 
clothing and shelter to the people of different countries. 
Curriculum of the study of Geography at the 
secondary stages of education 


The curriculum of Geography at the secondary stage of educa- 
tion should include the following :— 


(1) General study of the world, other than the home country. 

(2) Study of the home country and its relationship with other 
countries and parts of the world. 

(3) Study of the Geography of the world shall include the 
following three parts :— 
Part I 

(a) Astronomy—various planets and their movements, sun, 
earth and its size and form, solar system etc, 

(b) Movement of the earth—day, night, change of season and 
weather, longitude and latitude. 

(c) Surface of the land, flow of the river and its causes, 
various water divisions of the world, currents, ebb and tide, etc. 

(d) Atmosphere, weather and climate, temperature, pressure, 
study and measurement of rainfall, temperature according to 
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season, various wind bands and divisions of the world, cyclone, 
direction of the wind, etc. This study shall include the drawing 
of the graph, charts etc. 
Part II 

This shall include the study of the following :— 

(a) Influence of physical conditions on human activities. 

(b) Important cereals and crops of the world, raw material. 

(c) Mineral wealth and power. 

Routes of trade and development of big cities etc. 
Part III 

This shall include the study of the home country and its 
various problems in a detailed manner. Study of the home 
country shall be made with a view to acquaint the students in 
detail about the country in which they are living. While teaching 
the detailed study of the home country, a good use of maps 
charts, atlas, etc. should be made. Students should also be asked 
to draw maps and charts They should also be asked to collect 
various materials from newspapers, magazines, etc. Tours and 
excursions should also form an integral part of the method of 
teaching. This would provide proper use of the surplus energy 
that the students acquire at this age of education. 


Ingredients of the regional method of teaching of Geography 

As already stated, it is the regional method of teaching of 
Geography that shall be useful for this stage of education. This 
method is based on the study of various divisions of the world 
on physical basis. There is little scope for the study of Geography 
on the basis of political divisions of the world. The method 
shall include the study of the following things :— 


(1) Situation and location of the various physical divisions of 
the world, their longitudes Jatitudes etc. 

(2) Area and span. A map of various physical divisions of 
the world may be hung on the wall and the students may be 
asked to measure the length and the width of a particular region. 
The teacher should help them. This would give them an idea on the 
physical divisions in a thorough manner. 

(3) Natural conditions or physical conditions. This would 
include the study of the mountains, peaks, rivers, etc. 

(4) Rivers and their knowledge. 

(5) Climate and its qualities. This would also include the 
study of minimum and maximum temperature. 

(6) Pressure of the area and wind. 

(7) Rainfall and its study. 

(8) Various products and crops An attempt should be made 
to acquaint the students with the various crops in a detailed 
manner and with the help of the maps and chart. 
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(©) Minera’ wealth and its detailed study. 

(10) Animal wealth. This would include the study of the 
places where various types of animals are found. 

(11) Study of industry, art, craft and trade. 

(12) An attempt shall be made to make a comparative study 
of location of various trades and industries. 

(13) Study of industrial towns and cities. 

(14) Study of population. 


Defects of the present system of teaching of 
Geography to secondary classes 

The present system of teaching of Geography to the students 
of secondary class is frought with various defects, It has the 
following major defects in it :— 

(1) The curriculum and the syllabus is not scientifically 
planned, It is pretty heavy. 

(2) The books are not scientifically written and drawn up. 

(3) No practical value is attached to the teaching of the 
’ subject. In other words, the students are not trained to be able 
to make a practical use of the subject, after they have finished 
their education. fi 

(4) Too much of stress is laid on narration and description. 
Very little scope is left for observation and scientific study. 


(5) The teachers are not left free to make the proper use of 
the teaching aids. 


Due to these defects, the teaching is not made effective and 
interesting. 


Attempts to remove the present defects 


If Geography has to be given a proper place in education 
and life, its subject-matter and curriculum has to be revised in 
a way that there may be possibility of scientific study of the 
subject: matter. 


The curriculum and the syllabus should be so designed that 
the teachers may make proper use of the teaching aids and they 
may take the students out on excursions and educational tours, 


It is the regional method of teaching of Geography or the 
study of Geography on the basis of physical divisions of the world 
that shall be really useful. 


Points for Revision 


1. In the secondary classes the students have reached adolescence 
and, therefore, they should be taught Geography in a realistic 
manner. 

2. Teaching of Geography in secondary classes should be on the 
Physical basis, It should be based on the division of the world 
into various physical divisions. 
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3. The teaching of Geography should include the study of the 
following— 
(a) General world geography. 
(b) Intensive study of the home country. 
(c) Various geographical problems and geographical complexes. 


4. In secondary classes the curriculum should be so planned that 
there may be scope for teaching Geography on practical basis. 

5. It should also be based on scientific observation, excursions, tours, 
ete. 

6. In fact, Geography can be taught on the basis of regional method 
only to the students of secondary classes. 


CHAPTER XII 
Teaching Aids and Geography 


Q. What are the various aids that are used in the teaching of 
Geography ? Give a short description about each of them. 


Teaching aids and Geography 

We all know that aids are employed to make the teaching 
effective and interesting. -This is true about Geography as well. 
Geography isa subject that deals with the human environment 
available in form of natural conditions and physical . features. 
Geography is, as we all know, a subject having characteristics of 
science as well as art or social sciences. It is therefore, neces- 
sary to employ methods of both the types. In order’ to make 
the teaching effective and interesting certain aids are employed. 
These aids are very important. It is through these aids that it 
is possible to make the teaching of geography realistic. The 
world is very large and their complex activities are carried out 
onit. It is not possible to give an idea of this feature unless 
certain aids are employed in the teaching of Geography. These 
aids provide a change in the monotonous method of teaching. 
Monotony once broken, enlivens the interest of the students in 
the subject. It also helps the concentration of the attention on the 
subject matter, 

Types of Aids 

These teaching aids may be categorized into two types— 

(a) It is used in elementary schools, and 

(b) It is used in secondary schools. 

Really speaking, it is not possible to bring about any rigid 
Categorization. Even then, from the point of view of convenience 
of study, it will be useful to categorize them. Those aids that 
are used for teaching students in elementary schools shall be put 


J: 


82 TEACHING. OF GEOGRAPHY 


under elementary aids. On the other hand those aids that are 
predominantly used to secondary schools, shall be called . aids 
useful for secondary schools. 


Aids used in Elementary and Junior Schools 
Aids that are used for teaching of Geography in elementary 

and senior basic schools may be of the following types— 

(a) Clay and its models, 

(b) Pieces of wood, 

(c) Models, 

(d) Maps, and 

(e) Pictures. 
Clay and models 


In elementary schools small children have to be taught. 
These children have the creative instinct in them. They are 
very fond of playing with the clay. Infact they should be given an 
opportunity to play with the clay and draw models out of clay. 
Their teaching should be based on Playway method. This will 
help the small children to know about things more clearly and 
properly. 

Wood and its pieces 


The teacher may take certain small pieces of wood and teach 
the students with their help. These Places should be ‘so cut and 
designed that they may be joined into certain pictures and forms. 
With the help of these wood pieces it shall be possible for the 
teacher to impart knowledge of Geography to small children. 


Models 


Sometimes it is difficult for the teacher to present certain 
things in real from before the students. It is not possible for the 
teacher of Geography to give an idea of mountain to his students 
unless he takes recourse to presentation of the subject matter 
with the help of models. These models present’ the things in 
miniature. It is also possible to teach certain abstract thing with 
the help of these models, 


The teacher may encourage the students to make out certain 
models. This would develop the instinct of creativeness, activity 
and power of expression of the students. On the one hand if the 
students shall learn about the thing, they shall also learn to give 
expression to their psychological trades. 


While encouraging the students to draw models the teacher 
should keep in mind the sense of proportion. This would develop 
certain qualities in the students that shall be useful in their future 
ife. 

Maps 

In the teaching of Geography maps occupy an important 

place. It is method through which the Region, the State the 
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Village or the District may be presented before the students. 
These maps help the students to have a clear idea of the country 
or the Region whose Geography they are reaching. When the 
students start drawing out things from the maps, their knowledge 
is strengthened. These maps may be small ones and big ones. 
The big models are useful for students of the elementary classes. 
These big maps are also called wall maps. 


In fact 99% of Geography is taught with the help of the maps. 
Map is a short instrument of giving perfect knowledge to the 
students. These maps depict the climatic conditions, natural 
conditions, location etc. of certain countries and continents whose 
Geography the students have to study. Through these maps it 
is also possible to have comparative study of the subject matter 
of Geography. The teacher of Geography can also help the 
students to revise the subject matter with the help of the map. 


Characteristics and qualities of maps 

Maps are useful not only for the elementary classes but also 
for secondary classes. These maps should have the following 
qualities in them— 

(a) They should be drawn either by the students or by by the 
teacher themselves. They may be drawn on a piece of paper or 
a piece of cloth. 

(b) These. maps should serve as a means of teaching of 
Geography. The study of map should not form an end in itself. 
In other words it means that the map should be used as a subservient 
to the subject matter of Geography. 

(c) Map should be very clearly and neatly drawn. Unneces- 
sary details should not be shown on the maps. Only relevant 
data should be plotted on it. 

(d) Map should be drawn on the basis of physical and 
natural regions. Political division should also be shown on them. 

(e) Map should be drawn according to the requirement of 
the subject matter. If the climatic condition of the country has to 
be taught, the map should depict the climatic condition. Similarly, 
economic conditions and trade should also be shown on the maps. 

(f) For secondary schools the maps may be plain ones and the 
students may be asked to fill in things by themselves. For elementary 
schools these maps should be colourcd ones. 

(g) Maps should be accurately drawn. They should not show 
anything wrong. 

(h) Maps should also show longitudes and latitudes correctly. 

(i) The teacher should, while using the map, have a pointer 
in his hand so that he may show the things exactly. 


Pictures 
In Geograyhy the teacher tries to present the physical and 
social activities of man in the background of his physical and 
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natural environment. These things can be properly studied 
with the help of the pictures. In Geography we read about the 
erruption of volcano. This erruption can be very clearly 
explained with the help of a picture. Through pictures it is possi- 
ble to present abstract things into concrete form. These pictures 
are also helpful in strengthening the knowledge and the experien- 
ces of the students They give a clearer picture of the social and 
cultural background of the people of a particular country. 


Although pictures have a lot of utility, but certain limits have 
to be placed on their use. It is not possible to present everything 
in form of picture and so only those things that are: really 
presentable, should be presented in form of pictures. If the ‘stu- 
dents have the proper background of the thing they study, the 
teacher must explain the thing as well. 

Characteristics of Geographical pictures 

The pictures that are used in the teaching of Geography 
should have the following characteristics :— 

(a) They should be accurately and neatly drawn. 

(b) They should be attractive and natural. 


(c) They should be so designed that there may be place for 
questions to be put by the teacher and the students. This pro- 
vision would enable the students and the teacher to have a proper 
idea of the subject. 


(d) The teacher should carry correct headlines and they should 
be upto date, and 


(e) Asfar as possible, the pictures’ should be drawn in the 
natural background. 
Teaching aids for secondary schools 


Apart from the aids the enumerated above, there are certain 
other aids as well that are employed for the teaching of Geography 
in secondary schools. These aids are enumerated below :— 


(1) Sketches, 
(2) Atlas, 
(3) Globe, 
(4) Black-board, 
(5) Radio, 
(6) Museum, 
(7) Cinema slides and films, 
(8) Episcope, and 
(9) Epidiascope. 
Sketches 
Sketches are of great use in the teaching of Geography, They 


help the teacher to give proper idea of the subj 
s ject- matter to 
the students. Students by drawing the sketches can strengthen 
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their knowledge and revise the subject-matter. When the 
students learn to draw sketches they find an opportunity for 
expression. 

Through these sketches it is possible to give an idea of the 
natural conditions of a particular place, dress and the conditions 
of life of the people of that place, their occupation, mineral 
wealth, etc. Through these sketches it is possible to give an idea 
to the students that natural conditions influence the life to a very 
great extent. Itis also possible to draw the route and means of 
communication on the sketches. 


Qualities and characteristics of sketches 

Sketches and sketch maps should have the following charas 
teristics in them : 

(a) These sketches serve the purpose of shorthand script. 
They should be very clearly drawn. 

(b) Unless they are clearer and accurately drawn they shall 
not be able to give correct idea of the nature. 

» (c) Only relevent date should be shown in these sketches. 

(d) While teaching Geography, the teacher should draw 
sketches on the blackboard and the students should be encouraged 
to draw them on the blackboard and their answer books. 

(e) These sketches should be so drawn that they try to 
establish co-ordination between mind, eye and hand of the 
students. Such a training of these vital sense organs is helpful 
in future life, 


Atlas 

For the teaching of Geography, atlas is an essential accom- 
paniment. Without atlas it not possible for the students to 
have proper idea of the subject-matter. Without the use of atlas 
knowledge shall be incomplete. It is like a dictionary of Geo- 
graphy. The student may look to the atlas as and when he wants 
to have a correct idea of anything. Atlas is helpful in having a 
comparative study of the subject-matter. 

In fact atlas is nothing but a collection of certain maps and 
charts. These maps and charts depict the different geographical 
and natural conditions of a particular country, certain sub.con- 
tinents or continents and the world at large. , Generally maps 
collected in the atlas are drawn in colour, Use of atlas has the 
following advantages : 

(a) -Tt saves strain on the power of memorising of the students 
and provides them with ready knowledge. 

(b) It encourages them to have self-study. 

(c) It gives them an idea of the location, the direction, dis- 
tance, etc, of different lands. 
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Characteristics of a good Atlas 

An atlas can be useful for the students’ knowledge if it has the 
following characteristics and qualities : 

(a) Maps of the atlas should be such as to be useful for the 
psychological requirements of the students of the stage for which the 
atlas is meant. 

(b) The map should be accurately, neatly and correctly 
drawn. 


(c) These maps should be attractive and colourful. They 
should also have an index. 


(d). In atlas there should not be too many maps showing the 
political divisions. There should be greater number of maps 
showing the physical divisions and physical conditions of the coun- 
tries of the world. 

(e) These maps should be realistic as well as accurate. 

Globe 


Globe is nothing but a replica or presentation of the world 
in its actual form, of course on a shorter scale. In teaching of 
Geography, Glove occupies a very important place. It is very 
necessary to have.a Globe in order to give a correct idea of the 
world to the students. Every school must have globes of different 
types. There should invariably be a globe drawn ona radius of 
12”. Teaching of change in weather, season, day and night and 
other natural processes becomes difficult without globe. It is also 
not possible to have proper idea of hemisphere in the absence of 
globes. It cannot be explained to the students how does the 
earth rotates on its axis and revolves round the sun, whithout the 
help of the globe. Current and ebb and tide cannot also be 
explained without the help of the globe. 


Globes may be placed on the table and they may also be hung 
on the roof of the Geography class. 

Globes should be used in the primary classes as well. The 
teacher should not wait for its use till the students have reached 
the Junior High School of High School classes. 

Characteristics of Globes 

Globes should have the following characteristics and quali- 
ties :— 

(a) It should be very accurately drawn. 


(b) It should very clearly given the longitudes and latitudes 
and such other things. 


(c) The globe should be very clear. It should be such that 
the students may read and study things on it. It will be better to 
have a globe on a scale of 1”—500 miles. 


(d) Globes that are hung should be of the metal that things 
may be put down on them. i 


(€) Globe should present everything very correctly and neatly. 


TEACHING AIDS AND GEOGRAPHY 87 


Black-board 

Black-board is an integral part of class room. Generally it is 
painted black. Today educationists are of the view that it should 
be painted green and not black. It, is-on this board that the 
teacher draws sketches, maps, diagrams etc. and puts down the 
substance of the chapter or the topic taught. Through black- 
board it is possible to develop the chapter and. the subject-matter 
which is to be taught.’ 


The teacher has to use the black-board in a very correct 
manner. He should have the capacity to write legible on the 
black-board and draw diagrams accurately and nicely. In Geo- 
graphy, black-board should be larger ones. Sometimes the teacher 
has to teach a subject which requires many diagrams and maps. 
Only a big black-board can help in the matter. 


Radio 

Radio can also serve as an effective aid in the teaching of 
Geography. Such lessons may be planned that may be broad- 
cast from the radio and they may provide a background to the 
knowledge of Geography. It is also possible to teach one chapter 
at different places through radio. Special programmes may be 
designed for the students and in these programmes stories and 
talks may be arranged. These talks and stories may have a 
bearing on the subject-matter of Geography. It is also possible 
to listen to the description of the towns and other things on radio. 
Such memoirs and reflections are interesting to the students and they 
also provide proper background. 

This is the latest design and every school cannot afford it. 
However, in spite of it being costly, it cannot be denied that it is an 
important aid for the teaching of Geography. 


Museum 

Every institution should have a Geography museum. In 
this museum there should be a collection. of pieces of rocks, woods 
and such other things that form the subject-matter of Geography. 
There may also be lodged charts, maps designs, etc. There may be 
certain models depicting various types of animals that are found in 
different geographical conditions: 

These. things will make the teaching effective and interesting. 
The teacher of Geography must have a thorough knowledge of the 
museum. On the other hand he should also be interested in 
building up a museum. A teacher who is interested would collect 
things that are useful for the museum while he takes students out 
on tours and excursions. 


Cinema slides and films 

These can also play a very vital role in making the teaching of 
Geography interesting and effective. Films depicting various 
“geographical factors may be shown to the students either in the class 
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room or in their free time. These films make the students more 
interested. They provide recreation as well as knowledge. Through 
them it is also possible to establish caste and effect relationship more 
easily and quickly. Cinema and its Slides have greater score fer 
Presenting things in a more realistic form. While using the 
cinema iilms and slides the following things should be kept in 


(a) The films should be Teal, exact and informative. 

(b) They should be such that they may encourage and 
excite the interest of the students in the subject matter of Geography. 

(c) Film should be realistic and they should have importance 
for the teaching of Geography. 

(d) Only authoritative films should be used and they should 
be used with a view that they solve various geographical problems. 


Types of films 


Films are of two types—documentary and informative. Docu- 
mentaries are helpful in providing Opportunity for revision of the 
subject matter already known to the students. On the other hand 
informative documentaries provide further knowledge. 


If required, explanation should be provided to the students 
while the film jis being shown. This can be done with a running 
commentary or by a talk that may accompany the display of the 
film. 

The films that are shown in the class room should not exceed 
the duration of 5 to 10 minutes. Projectors and lanterns may be 
used for the job. 

While the films are being shown the teacher should keep his 
vigilant eye on the Students. These Opportunities should not be 
allowed to drift into occasion for indiscipline. Before showing the 


film the teacher should Provide a proper background so that the 
students may follow the film properly. 


This is like a lantern, although superior in quality. In this 
apparatus it is not required to have a slide. Pictures collected from 


Epidiascope 


It may be called mixture of lantern or projector and episcope. 
Through this apparatus it is Possible to show the slides as well as the 
maps and the charts that are shown with the help of episcope. 

With the help of epidiascope it is also possible to project the 
substance of a particular chapter on the blackboard or the 
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screen. The substance when magnified would catch the attention 
of the students more effectively. This would also provide oppor- 
tunity to the students to have proper knowledge of the subject 
taught. 

This instrument may also. provide encouragement to the 
students. With the help of this instrument it is possible to project 
the maps and the charts drawn by the students. When tne stu- 
dents shall see that their own creations are being projected they 
shall feel encouraged to draw better charts and maps. Such a 
things is. really useful for teaching Geography in an effective 
manner. 

Other than the teaching aids enumerated above Geography 
room and text books are also important aids. Jn fact these are 
traditional aids and require no explanation here. However, they 
pauan to occupy an important place in the jist of the teaching 
aids. 

Points for Revision 


1. Teaching aids are required to make the teaching of the subject 
intesting and effective. 
2. These aids may be divided into two categories :— 
(a) Those that are employed for teaching of the subject in the 
elementary schools, an 
(b) Those that are employed for the teaching of Geography in the 
secondary schools. 
3, Aids that are useful in elementary schools include :— 
(a) Clay and its models, 
(b) Wood and its pieces, and 
(c) Maps, charts etc. 
4. Maps that are used in elementary schools should be big and 
attractive ones. 


5, Diagrams and sketches are also helpful far the teaching of 
Geography in the secretary schools. These diagrams and charts 
should be accurately and neatly drawn. 

6. Atlas and Globe are also important teaching aids. While atlas 
provides the student with various types of maps, the globe gives 
him an idea of the real situation of the earth. 

7. Blackboard is also an integral part of the teaching aids. 

8. Cinema and films, Radio, Episcope and Epidiascope are also 
important and effective teaching aids. They make the teaching 
of Geography effective and interesting. 

9. Other than these aids Geography room and text books are also 
traditional teaching aids. They are also helpful in making the 
teaching Geography interesting and effective. 
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CHAPTER XIII 
Geography Room and Its Equipments 


Q. What is the importance of a Geography room? Describe 
the various equipments necessary for the room. 


For every subject a Separate room is essential. For teaching 
literary subjects, ordinary rooms may serve the purpose, but for 
the teaching of subject like Geography, a separate room is 
essential. Geography is also a science and so the need fora sepa- 
rate room is greater than for the other subjects. In the year 1650 
in Montreal (Canada), a seminar was organised in which the 
representatives of 23 nations Participated and all of them agreed 
to the point that a separate Geography 100m is the most essential 
thing. The teaching of Geography cannot be effective without a 
troom. If we will nor use the maps and charts, how can we teach 
in effective way? As in Chemistry, Physics, Botany and 
Geology, various apparatuses are used, so is the case of Geography, 


self in a better form and so the well equipped separate Geography 
room is the most essential thing in order to make the teaching of 
Geography more effective, 
The Geography Room 

The Geography room should be at least 40’ 30’ for thirty 
students. Its height should be at least 8’. In short, we can say 
that it should be twice of the ordinary room. There should be 


needed, the lights may be put off so that the teacher may show 
the different scenes, 


Equipment of the room 


Every room must have at least four blackboards, one for the 
graph work, other for the sketch work and maps and the rest for 
writing the gist eto, 
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Maps 
Map is the most essential thing for a Geography room. These 
maps should be kept in the almirahs so that they may be used 
conveniently. There should be adequate arrangement for drawing 
the maps. A thin 2’ long stick should be there to point out the 
students the various aspects and places. For sketching a good 
map, the following things are essential :— 
Tape, 
(2) Chain, 
(3) Pole, 
(4) Drawing boards, 
(5) Spirit Level, 
(6) Plain table, 
(7) Alidate, 
(8) Compass, 
(9) Plumpol. 
Pictures 
To show the various aspects of life there should be a large 
number of pictures. Without these pictures we cannot put before 
the students the ‘human feelings in better form. These 
pictures should be set in such a way that the students may see 
them properly. 
Globes 
Globes are also essential for a Geography room. Without 
these globes how can we put before the students the various 
things ? The globes may be of two types— 
(1) Black and white globes, and 
(2) Natural globes. 


Various types of Thermometers etc. 

Various types of thermometers are also essential in order to 
make the teaching more effective. In teaching the temperature, 
humidity, etc., they serve a great purpose. The following types 
of thermometers and other apparatuses are used in the Geography 
room :— 

(1) Fahrenheit Thermometer, 

(2) Centigrade Thermometer, 

(3) Barometer, 

(4) Main and Max Thermometer, 

(5) Wind vane, 

(6) Rain Gauge, 

(1) Dry and Wet Thermometer. 
Paintings. 

Various types of paintings can also be used for the teaching 
of Geography. The paintings of the villages, cities and human 
dresses may serve the useful purpos® in this direction, The teacher 
should make these paintings according to the need, 
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Astronomical Apparatuses 

These astronomical apparatues are used to give a hint of the 
astronomy to the students of Geography. Without astronomy the 
teaching of Geography is incomplete and so these apparatuses 
are used, 


Various types of slides, parts of the rock etc. 


These slides and parts of the rock are essential in order to 
give the students the complete knowledge of the subject. 
Library 

Library plays an important part in each and every institution. 
So is the case with the Geography room. There should be a 
Separate library in the Geography room where the students may 
go and consult the books. Various geographical magazines and 
reports of the Government should be kept in this library, 

In addition to the well-equipped Geography room, few more 
rooms should be attached to it for the convenience of the teacher 
and the students, At least three rooms are essential, 

(1) Clay Room—This room should be the half of the main 
geographical room. It should be 20’ x 15’. There should be 
adequate arrangement of light and air in the room. The floor 
of the room should be smooth and water supply should also 
be adequate. This following apparatuses are necessary for this :— 

(a) -A box for keeping the mud, 
(b) A long table, 

(c) Drawing boards 

(d) A water tank, 

(e) The open floor, and 

(f) Other things. 


There should be almirahs to keep the various chemicals used for 
photograpby etc. There should be dry place for keeping Plaster of 
Paris and Lead etc. 

(3) Dark Room—This room should be -a smaller one. In 
this room there should be a passage so that the light of different 
colours may enter in the room. Artificial light is also essential 
for the room. There should be few almirahs and tables in the room. 


Geographical Museum 


It is very difficult to have a geographical museum in each 
Geography room. But this type of museum may serve the useful 
purpose. To have this museum is an expensive job but we can 
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which are essential for the students. For the students, specially 
in the higher classes, more expensive things will be required, but 
for the students studying in the lower classes, only few important 
things will serve the purpose For an ordinary Geographical 
museum the following things are necessary :— 

(1) Pictures showing thè life of different countries 

(2) The models of mud which reflect upon the geographical 
aspects of the life of different countries. 

(3) Few paintings, clothes, utensils and other things reflecting 
upon the geographical aspects. 

(4) Various types of stones and rocks. 

(5) Stamps and coins of different nations, 

In order to equip the Geography room, it should be kept in 
mind that it is the room for the students and not for the teachers. 
Only those things which are essential for the students should be 
there in the room. If the room will not serve the purpose of the 
students it will be futile. Though it is true that every teacher is 
also a student of the subject but while purchasing the various 
equipments for the room, it should be kept in mind that only 
those things should be purchased which are for the benefit of the 
students. For the students studying in the lower classes it is also 
essential to see that the apparatuses and the equipment are of their 
standard only. 

Points for Revision 
1. It is necessary to have a separate room for teaching of every 
subject. For subjects involving some practical work this is all the 
more important. 
2. There should be a separate room for the teaching of Geography. 
This room should be properly equipped. 
3. Geography room must have the following things in it :— 
(a) Maps, 
(b) Pictures, 
(c) Globes, 
(d) Thermometer of different types, 
(e) Pictures and paintings, 
(f) Astronomical apparatus. 
(g) Slides, 
(h) Pieces of rocks, stones etc. 
4. There should be a library attached to the Geography room. 
5. Attached to the Geography room there should be a Clay Room 
for keeping clay for the models. 
. There should also be an Equipment Room properly decorated, 
< There should also be a Dark Room attached to the Geography room. 
It shall be good to have a Geographical Museum or a Museum 


lodged in the Geography room. 


——— 


oxa 


94 


CHAPTER XIV 
Teacher of Geography 


Q. What is the place of the teacher in the teaching of 
Geography ? What should be the characteristics of an ideal teacher 
of Geography ? 

Teacher of a subject 

Teacher occupies a very important Place in the scheme of 
education. Without a well equipped teacher, the teaching of a 
Subject cannot g0 on. It may be Possible to continue the ¡teaching 


Geography is such a subject which has the qualities of art 

e. If on the one hand it has the qualities of a 
literary subject, on the other it has the qualities of a Scientific 
subject. The Practical knowledge is required at every step. 


In teaching of Geography maps, charts, diagrams etc, form 
an integral part of the scheme of teaching. These things cannot 
be used without the Proper guidance of the teacher, 


Only a successful teacher of Geography can encourage the 


Thorough knowledge of the subject 


A teacher of Geography should have a thorough knowledge 
Of the subject. It does not mean that he should have read texte 


ON 
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books only. It requires that be should have grasped the spirit of 
the subject and studied it in the proper perspective. On the other 
hand the teacher of Geography should also be a students sort of 
person. His reading should not cease after he has completed has 
education for a particular degree. He should contiuue to bea 
Student throughout his life. 


A teacher of Geography should not ‘have only read the subject 
but he should have grasped it properly. Once the teacher has 
grasped the subject properly, he can present it before his students 
in the proper manner. The teacher of: Greography should also be 
upto date in the knowledge of the subject-matter. This does not 
mean that he should be a specialist. A specialist is useful person 
for higher education. For secondary classes he should be able to 
Present the fact of Geography in a psychological manner. This 
he can do when he is aware of the fact that social sciences area 
developing subject. 


Knowledge of child psychology 

No teacher can be successful in his task if he does not possess 
a thorough knowledge of the child psychology. Children of 
different stages have their own psychological requirments. 
Teaching of a subject is based on these psychological require- 
ments. Unless the teacher has thorough knowledge of educational 
Psychology and knows the psychological requirements of the 
children, he cannot impart the knowledge of the subject in the 
Proper manner. 

The knowledge of child of psychology enables the teacher to 
know what method should he employ for the children of parti- 
cular age. This knowledge can beinga good deal of success to 
the teacher. 


Knowledge of various methods of teaching 

Along with the knowledge of the psychology, the teacher 
should also know about the various methods of the teaching of 
Geography. For different stages, different methods are useful. 
These methods are employed according to the psychological 
Tequirements of the students. When the teacher is aware of the 
various methods of teaching he can employ them very successfully, 

A student at the age of fourteen is found of excursions and 
going about. For a student of this age excursions and ` travels 
can have a good deal of educational requirement of thè child and 
knows about the importance of travels and excursions in the 
teaching of Geography, he can very safely co-ordinate the two and 
make the teaching successful. 


Keen power of observation 

The teacher of Geography should be a keen observer. We 
have seen it more than once that, excursions and travel form an 
integral part for the teaching of Geography. While going about 
the teacher and the students have to observe things and collect 
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suitable material. If the teacher is keen observer, he can have 
the students collect things and make proper use of the subject 
matter. 


Along with keen power of observation the teacher of Geo- 
graphy should also have good power of imagination, Observation 
coupled with imagination can lead a long way to the success of 
the teaching of the subject matter. 


Natural environment have a good deal of influence on the 
life on man. This influence can be properly studied through 
observation and imagination. We observe this influence at one 
place and on the basis of imagination we visualize its effect in 
other places. The teacher of Geography has to acquaint his 
Students about all these things. Unless he has a keen power of 
observation and strong imagination, he cannot present the Geo- 
graphy of foreign countries before his students in a vivid and 
attractive manner. This two qualities help the teacher to 
present the subject matter of Geography in a lively and interesting 
manner. It is not necessary that all students should have seen 
desert or a hilly place. With the help of imagination and obser- , 
vation the teacher can make the students visualize and understand 
the life in desert and hilly place. He can also make them 
understand about the way of life of all these places. In fact these 
two qualities help him in making the teaching of the subject matter 
interesting. 


Knowledge of the syllabus and curriculum of 
other subjects and their development 


The teacher of Geography must have the knowledge of the 
curriculum and syllabus of other subjects. He should know about 
their developments and requirements of teaching. This is neces- 
sary because Geography is a subject which has the element of 
science as well as the humanities. “It has to be taught in both the 
ways. A teacher who has no knowledge of the subjects of science 
shall not be able to do justice to the subject. Similarly a teacher 
who has no knowledge of the curriculum and syllabus of huma- 
nities sball also not be able to teach the subject successfully. For 
teaching the physical Geography in a successful manner the 
teacher must have the knowledge of the principles of science. In 
higher Geography science is an essential part. A teacher who 
has knowledge of the principles of science can handle various 
geographical apparatuses such as Thermometer, Rain Gauge, 
Barometer, etc. successfully and confidently. 

With the help of knowledge of other subjects, it is possible 
to establish co-relationship of Geography with other subjects. 
We have already seen that Geography is related to Language, History, 
Mathematics, Art, Gardening. With the help of the Knowledge of 
these subjects, the teaching of Geography can be made interesting and 
lively. Teaching of a particular topic of Geography can be streng- 
thened with the help of the examples from other subjects, 
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Knowledge and practice of use and handling 
of models, maps, diagrams, sketches etc. 


Geography is a subject which is based on cause and effect 
relationship. In teaching of this subject everything has to be 
explained on the basis of the cause and effect. In order to explain 
the cause of various events, the teacher of Geography must be 
read with the material that may explain the cause, Jt is with the 
help of the maps, charts, diagrams etc. that the cauce and effect 
relationship can be properly explained. 


On account of the cause and effect relationship, in the 
teaching of Geography, models, charts, sketches, etc. occupy an 
important place in the teaching of Geography. In primary 
classes models are very important. In secondary classes it 18 
charts and the maps that play a vital role. The teacher of 
Geography, while explaining a thing oF the point has to take 
help from maps and charts to explain his points fully well to his 
students. These teaching aids make the teaching of the subject 
interesting and lively. The teacher of Geography must be skilled 
in handling these aids. He should also be good at drawing of the 
charts and maps. Unless he is good at drawing maps and charts, 
he shall not be able to draw them on the black-bord. Ifa chart 
is drawn on the black-board it is possible for the students to 
understand the subject-matter successfully with the help of those 
charts and maps. In short, it means that the teacher of Geography 
should be able to handle and make the charts, maps, models etc. 
successfully and properly. 

Arrangements of curriculum and syllabus 
according to season 

If it is possible to arrange the curriculum on the basis of 
season and weather, the teaching can be made realistic and 
interesting. If the teacher wants to teach about rainfall and he 
can do so during rainy season, the know 
permanent, Similarly, lesson about crops may 
season when the crops are grown. During winter season the frost, 
log, etc. may be taught. The teacher must have the capacity to 
organise and arrange his subject matter according to season. He 
should be all along alive to this requirement of the students and 
try to teach successfully. This thing has a good deal of utility in 


the teaching of the subject. 


A good story-teller 

The teacher of Geography should be a good story: teller. He 
should have the capacity to draw and frame stories connected 
with various geographical aspects and present them before the 
students in a successful and interesting manner. This quality of 
the teacher can be of great use in lower classes. The teacher should 
be interested in story-telling and writing out stories. A teacher of 
Geography with this quality can be really successful. 
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Interest in collection of things of geographical importance 


It is necessary to have a good collection and museum of the 
things of geographical importance. Such a collection makes the 
teaching interesting and lively. The teacher of Geography should 
have interest in collecting things of geographical importance. 
He should also have interest in organising and arranging a 
museum. If things of geographical importance are presented in 
their real form before the students, the teaching becomes interest- 
ing and lively. Then it becomes possible for the student to 
know about soil, rocks, stones, etc. These things can be presented 
before the students if they are lodged ina museum. This museum 
can be arranged by the teacher only and unless he has interest, 
he shall not be able to do it. Same is true of maps, charts, 
coins, etc. Unless the teacher is fond of collecting things of 
geographical importance he shall not collect the chart showing 
the inhabitants of different countries and the routes of sea, land, etc. 


Qualities of leadership and direction 


Ít is necessary for every teacher to have qualities of leadership 
and direction. Unless the teacher has these qulities he shall not 
be able to handle his students successfully. In a subject like, 
Geography, these things are all the more important. The teacher 
of Geography has to take his students out for travels and excursions. 
In these travels and excursions only a successful leader can guide 
his students properly. He can maintain discipline effectively only 
if he has these qualities in him. Itis, therefore, necessary for 
the teacher of Geography to have qualities of leadership and 
direction in him 


Love for excursion and travels 


Travels and excursions form an itegral part of the teaching 
of Geography. Unless the teacher himself is interested:in excur- 
sions and travels he shall not be able to take his students out for 
such jobs. In these travels and excursions the students acquire 
knowledge directly. They are able to see various things with 
their own eyes and also observe geographical phenomena. By 
direct observation the students acquire knowledge successfully, 
easily and effectively. Direct knowledge is always better than 
indirect knowledge Knowledge acquired with the help of the 
books is not so lasting as the knowledge acquired with the help of 
the eyes and ears. 


Excursions imply keen observation. If the teacher is fond of 
excursions he shall also be able to guide his students in the observa- 
tion of geographical things. In this manner he shall be able to do 
justice to his job. 

Capacity to explaiu clearly the factors responsible for geographical 
contro! and geographical causes 

_ We have already stated that in Geography cause and effect 
relationship plays a vital role. The teacher of geography must 
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have the capacity to explain the geographical causes in a clear 
and good manner. There are also factors that are responsible 
for the control of geographical events. We have already talked 
about them. They include geographical conditions, climate, ways 
of living etc. All these things are influenced by the controlling 
factors of Geography. The teacher of Geography must know about 
them and must be able to explain these things to his students 
successfully and effectively. 


Alive to aims and objects of the teaching of Geography 

Every subject is taught on the basis of certain aims and objects. 
The teacher has to remain alive to these aims and objects. Unless. 
he is alive to the aims and objects he shall not be able to teach 
the subject effectively and in an interesting manner. If the teacher 
of Geography continues to assess the extent to which he has been 
able to teach the subjecs on the basis of the aims and objects, he 
shall be able to teach successfully. 


Capacity to inculcate interest and respect for the subject 

The teacher of Geography should be able to infuse regard for 
the subject and interest in it. This can be done by handling the 
subject in psychological manner. The teacher may, by his perso- 
nality and method, incite the students to study Geography and take 
interest in it. 


Attitude based on idealism and philosophical outlook 

Every teacher has to be idealist. It is equally necessary for 
the teacher of Geography to be idealistic. His attitude of 
teaching a subject should be based on philosophical foundations. 
Through these bases he can help the students to develop in them the 
feeling of world brotherhood and world fraternity. 


Points for Revision 


1. The teacher of every subject has to possess certain qualities in 
order to teach his subject successfully. 

2. This is true about the teacher of Geography as well. Since 
Geography is Art as well as Science the teacher of Geography 
must have the qualities to do justice to subjects of both these types. 

3. ae teacher of Geography must have the following qualities in 

im — 

(a) He should have a thorough knowledge of the subject. 

(b) He should also have knowledge of child psychology. 

(c) He should have knowledge about various methods of teaching. 
In his respect his knowledge should be upto date. 

(d) The teacher of Geography must also be a keen observer. He 
should have the capacity to observe things keenly. 

(e) The teacher of Geography must have the knowledge of curri- 
culum and syllabus of other subjects as well. This knowledge 
would help him to do justice to his subject. 
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(f) The teacher should have the knowledge and practice of hand- 
ling various teaching aids such as models, charts, sketches, 
diagrams, etc. 

(g) The teacher of Geography should be capable of arranging his 
curriculum and syllabus with an eye on the season. Ifa 
particular thing is taught in the season in which it can be prac- 
tically seen, the teaching shall be effective and interesting. 


(h) The teacher of Geography should be a good story-teller. 


(i) The teacher of Geography should have interest in the collection 
of the things of Geographical importance. 

(j) In order to be able to guide the students properly and keep 
discipline, the teacher of Geography should have the qualities 
of leadership and direction in him. 

(K) Since travels and excursions form an integral part of the 
teaching of Geography, the teacher of the subject should have 
love for travels and excursions. 

(I) The teacher of Geography should be capable of explaining to 
the students the geographical causes and the factors that 
control various geographical eyents. 

(m) The teacher of Geography should be alive to the aims and 
objects of the teaching of the subject and he should also 
continue to asses the extent to which he has.succeeded in achie- 
ving these aims and objects. 

(n) The teacher of Geography should also have the capacity to 
inculcate interest and respect for the subject. 

(0) Finally, the teacher of Geography should be an idealist and 


his attitude of teaching the subject should be based on philoso- 
Dhical bases. 


CHAPTER XV 
Teaching of Geography and Text Books 


. What is the importance of the text book in the frame-work 
of the teaching of Geography ? 
Or 


What are the various characteristics of the text book of 
Geography ? 


Text books and their importance 


Text books occupy a very important place in the teaching 
of Geography. They form part of the traditional teaching aids. 
In fact it would be wrong to cali them teaching aids. They are 
a means of important knowledge. It is through text looks that 
the knowledge is imparted to students. They serve at a guide 
and means for the teachers as well as the students. Though the 
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help of the text books the teacher can impart kn owledge to the 
students and can help them to revise the lesson learnt in the class 
room. With the help of the text books it is also possible to give 
home task to the students. If properly used text books can go 8 
long way in the teaching of Geography in a successful manner. 


It is possible to teach regional Geography without using text 
books but it is not possible to teach Geography of larger areas, 
such as country, sub-continent, or the world, without the use of 
the Geography. These text books are written with a specific pur- 
pose of serving the needs of the students and so it is very necessary 
for them to be useful and good. These text books should be so 
designed that they may serve the purpose of the students of the 
standard for which they are used. They should neither be very 
bulky nor very small. There should be enough material to serve 
the purpose of the students. 


Utility of text books in primary classes 


In the primary classes the students are not very matured. 
They require text books that may serve the undeveloped mind. 
In fact text books should not be used a lot in the primary classes. 
Text books should be sparingly used. Students of the primary 
classes do not require teaching through text books. They are 
more interested in listening The teaching here should be oral. 
The text books that are used for the students of these classes should 
be well illustrated ; they should contain a good number of charts 
and pictures. They should be written in such a manner that they 
may serve the psychological requirements of the children of this 
stage of education. 


Text books in the secondary classes 


Here the students require text books. Students of this stage 
of education are properly developed. They try to learn things in 
a realistic manner. They can benefit a good deal from the text 
books. In fact the method of teaching that should be employed 
at the stage of education should be question -answer method. 
The students may be asked to read the text books silently and 
then questions may be put on the subject-matter. For some diffi- 
cult subject-matter, the students may be asked to refer to text books. 


Characteristics and qualities of text books 

Text books in order to be useful should contain the following 
qualities— 

(1) Use for students as well as teachers—Text books that are 
intended to be used should be useful for the students as well as 
teachers. They should be so designed that on the one hand they 
may be written according to the psychological requirements of the 


successful and interesting manner, 


102 TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY 


(2) Size—The size of the book should be handy. It should 

Possible for the students to carry them properly. They should 

neither be bulky. This is Specially true about books intended for 
the primary classes, 

(3) Printing and get up—Printing and get-up of the books 
should be interesting and attractive. They should be printed in 
the letters that they do not require strain on the eyes of the 
students. On the other hand they should be correctly and neatly 
printed. 


(4) The exterior of the picture should be attractive. If the 
exterior is attractive, students would like to carry them and keep 
them. This is true of the books intended for primary classes. 

(5) They should serve the purrose of the subject matter as 
well as the aims and objects of teaching. They should be written 
with a view on the aims and objects of the teaching. 

(6) Accuracy—The text books should be accurately written. 
They should present the subject-matter jn such a manner that 


there is no fault in them. The subject matter presented therein 
should be upto date. 


(8) The text books should continue to keep the interests of 
the students alive in the subject matter The subject matter 
should be presented in a simple and lucid style and clear form. 

(9) The text books should contain all the necessary and 
relative material required for a Particular stage of education. 

(10) The text books of different stages shold be complimen- 
tary to each other. Text books that are used in Primary classes 
should have some bearing and connection with the text books 
that shall be used by the students in the Junior High School 
classes. Similarly text books that are to be used by the students 


category of people. They should contain objective description of 
the people and conditions of different countries, 


(12). The text books should contain charts, maps. diagrams, 
etc. as and where required. Without the charts, maps and 
diagrams etc. the subject matter of Geography cannot be taught 
properly. It is, therefore, necessary to give Place to all these 
things in the text books, : 
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(13) Geography isa developing subject. Every day we find 
that new researches have been made in the field of Geography. 
Upto date knowledge of Geography must be given place in the 
text books, 

(14) At the end of every chapter of the text book there 
should be certain questions that may be used for the revision of 
the subject-matter. Without these questions the text books shall 
not be useful. 

(15) If required the text books may give a substance of the 
chapter at the end of each lesson. Such a provision will help the 
students to grasp the subject-matter properly. 


Other kinds of books 

Other than the text books we have certain other kinds of 
books that are also used in the teaching of Geography. They are 
of the following types— 

(a) Help Books, and (b) Reference Books. 


Help Books 

Help books are very necessary for the students as well as 
teachers, There should be good collection of such books in the 
library of every school. These books help the students to acquire 
further knowledge of the subject. They are in fact written in 
an interesting form of a story OF description of the travels. 
Students read them not as text books but as interesting reading 
material. This interesting reading material encourages them to 
learn more about geographical facts. 


Reference Books 

Reference books are big standard books that are used by the 
teachers and grown-up children. Annual Geographical Reports, 
Government Reports, Dictionaries and Encyclopaedia, Magazines 
etc. form this category of books. These books should be kept in 
the library for the use of the teachers and grown up students. 
There should also be rich collection of reference books in the school. 


Precautions in regard to use of text books 

While the teacher is teaching the students in the class he 
should not use the text books very much. Text books should be 
used for revising the Jesson or for writing out the home task. The 


teacher may ask the students to read the book at home or in the 


class and then put questions in order to ascertain whether the 
students have grasped the subject-matter or not. While teaching, 
the teacher must put down the substance of the chapter taught 


on the black- board. 
Points for Revision 
1. Text books are essential of the scheme of education. They 
are treated as teaching aids but in fact they are more than 
that. 
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. In primary classes text books should not be very much used. 
. In secondary classes text books should be used. Even here 
the text books should not be used very much. 

. In secondary classes the text books should be used for preparing 

the home task or the lesson already taught in the class room. 

Text books should have the following questions in them— 

(a) They should not be very bulky. In fact they should be 
handy. 

(b) They should be properly written, keeping in view the psycho- 
logical requirements of the students. 

(c) Printing and get-up should be nice and attractive. 

(d) The subject-matter of the text book should be upto date and 
accurate. 

(e) The text books should be properly illustrated. They should 
contain charts, maps, etc. 

(f) pere are also other qualities that are required for the text 

ooks. 
6. Other than text books, Help Books and Reference Books are also 
needed for the teaching of Geography. 


da wh 


a 


CHAPTER XVI 
Teaching of Geography and Maps 


Q. What is the importance of maps and charts in teaching of 
Geography ? Discuss briefly. 
Or 


Maps and charts are useful in giving a realistic knowledge 
of Geography to the students. Discuss this statement. 


“No Geography teacher will question the value of maps in 
Geography teaching. Maps are in fact indispensable. They are 
required in the study of most topics of regional Geography, such 
as position, relief, climate, natural vegetation, minerals, the distri- 
bution of population, towns , industries, communications.” 

— Prof. E. A. Macnee 
Maps and their importance 


‘ We have already seen the quotation from Prof, E. A. Macnee 
in his book entitled, “Teacher of Geography.” He has laid a 
good deal ‘of stress on maps. These maps, as we have already 
seen, form a part of the teaching aids and the scheme of the 
teaching of Geography. In fact maps and charts are very important 
and it is very necessary to treat them separately in a chapter. 


_ Maps are very useful in giving a realistic picture of the 
subject-matter to the students. Geographical facts and geog- 
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raphical factors cannot be explained properly without the help of 
the maps. In the maps we have the geographical factors such as 
situation, climate, produce, agricultural products, population etc. 
Maps help the explanation of all these factors ina concrete form. 
Maps and charts are concrete methods of explaining abstract 
facts. 

These maps and charts add to the educational valu2 of the 
room and make the subject interesting and attractive. With the 
help of the maps and charts the teacher can explain the things 
easily and quickly. Itis also possible to teach the subject with 
these maps in a more scientific and psychological manner. In 
fact maps form an integral part of the teaching of Geography. It 
is therefore necessary to have a clear idea about them as well. 


Kinds of maps 

Maps may be of the following types :— 

(1) Wall maps, (2) Sketch maps, (3) Atlases and (4) Charts 
and Indexes. 


Requisites of understanding and studying the maps 

Since maps form an integral part of the teaching of Geogr- 
phy it is necessary to understand certain factors that influence 
the proper understanding of maps and charts. They are enume- 
rated below— 

(1) It is difficult to draw maps correctly on the black board. 
Sometimes boundary lies are wrong. It is wise to have drawn 
maps. Such maps present the boundary lines in a correct 
manner. If such maps are available the students shall be able 
to fill in the things properly. Maps with the correct boundary 
lines are more necessary for the student of the lower classes. 
They have to be taught things very correctly so that things do 
not go wrong. Once a student commits a mistake he perpetuates it. 

(2) It is necessary to give practice to the students to use 
maps. Every siudent must have an Atlas. In the Atlas he can 
see the rivers, directions of their flow etc. Similarly he can watch 
a mountain and have an idea about it. He can also see the 
location of the city and other things. 

(3) On the basis of memory it is difficult to draw maps and 
sketches correctly. It is all the more difficult for the students who 
are learners in the field. They should be given proper practice 
and opportunity to draw maps. f i 

(4) Students should have the correct idea of the things about 
which they have to draw maps. Unless there is clarity of know- 
ledge, it is not possible to draw maps properly. The outlines of 
the maps should be. given correctly and properly. In other words 
the students, should have exact knowledge of the outlines about 
which the maps have to be drawn. 

(5) It shall be useful to encourage the students to fillin the 
maps with colour. Colour-filling in the maps develop the aesthetic 
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sense of the students. It also makes them interested in the drawing 
of the maps. Use of coloured pencils helps to distinguish and discri- 
minate between the various things. It is, therefore, useful to 
encourage the students to use coloured pencils. 

(6) Unless the students are given an opportunity to study 
the maps properly it shall not be possible for them to interpret 
these maps in a ccrrect manner, Proper study of the maps means 
that the students should have perfect idea of whole country 
whose map they are studying. It is wise to repeat the use of the 
maps and globes so that the doubts of the students may be removed 
and they may have a correct idea of the things. In fact the 
students should be encouraged to make friendship with the maps. 
Such a practice would encourage them to know things properly 
and have details about it. 

(7) Fairgrieve has said that 99% of Geography is taught 
through mars. It is through the maps that it is possible to have 
proper interpretation of the subject-matter of Geography. On 
the other hand if the students are not made to practise the use 
of the maps properly, it may have disastrous sesults. It is quite 
possible that they may have a wrong idea of the whole thing and 
their knowledge of Geography may be incomplete. 


Really speaking maps are a very important aid for the 
teaching of Geography. It is with the help of these maps and 
sketches that it is possible to draw a proper picture of the geogra- 
phical factors on the minds of the students. After some time 
these factors become a part of the memory of the student. Then 
they may repeat the things like various events of a film. Once 
the student has learnt the things with the help of the maps, 
he can strengthen the knowledge with the help of the sense 
organs. 


In fact the knowledge acquired by a student with the help 
of the maps becomes thorough. The student becomes well aware 
of the knowledge of the country whose Geography he has read 
with the help of the maps. 


Maps and their teaching 


It is necessary to teach the use of the maps in a proper manner. 
Really speaking every lesson requires illustration. This illustra- 
tion may be presented with the help of the maps. The teacher 
may himself draw the maps on the black-board or illustrate the 
things with the help of the maps already present. If the maps 
are ready in hand they save a lot of time. 

While the maps are drawn on the black-board it is necessary 
to have a correct outline. Here also an outline may be prepared 
in advance. However, this does not rule out the possibility of 
giving practice to the students to draw maps. 


„ Atlases are essential and every students must possess one. In 
this regard the teacher of Geography must be slightly strict. He 
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should insist on the fact that every student must carry an Atlas 
with him, 


Stage of the study of the maps and sketches 


There are three stages of the study of the maps. In fact these 
stages are equally important and useful for the study of mapsas well, 


First stages 

This is the stage when the student starts getting acquainted 
with the things of his environment. He tries to observe things 
of the nature that is around him. He continues todo it cons- 
ciously. While going to school from his home he observes various 
things on the way. If he lives ina village he sees the fields and 
the process of sowing and harvesting that is going on in them. 
He also sees the change of the weather and the season. If he 
lives in the city he sees the various industries that come across 
him. Similarly it is possible for himto get acquainted with the 
geographical factors with the help of maps. It is, therefore, 
necessary for the teacher to strengthen his experiences. It is 
also his duty to widen his experiences. These experiences that 
he acquires while in coming in contact with the local environ- 
ments can be used for furthering the knowledge of Geography. 
This knowledge can serve as a background for the understanding 
of the various principles. In fact the teacher of Geography should 
use the maps in such a manner that the knowledge of the local 
Geography may be strengthened and this knowledge may form 
the basis for furthering the knowledge. 


Second stage 

This is the stage when the real responsibility and the work of 
the students begins. Now it is not sufficient only to hint at or 
indicate the maps. It is necessary to provide the solid know- 
ledge to the students This solid knowledge requires that various 
geographical facts should be actually shown on the maps. Students 
should te so equipped that they may acquire the knowledge of 
the various geographical facts on the basis of their presentation 
on the maps. The teacher should attempt and try to make the 
students capable of realising that the maps present certain 
natural facts. It is possible ihat this process may take some time 
but it is essential for the proper understanding and realisation of 
Geography. Then the students should also start drawing maps of 
their own. 


Third stage 

At this stage the students comes to realise that maps are noth- 
ing but symbolic presentation of the realities of life. Now he staris 
furthering his knowledge with the help of the symbolic knowledge 
already acquired. With the help of these symbols he starts getting 
acquainted with new things. No doubt he is well aware of these 
symbols and hints. It is, therefore, necessary to have a scientific 
and proper study of the maps, 
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Properly organised and scientific study of the maps 

It is necessary to have a properly organised and scientific 
study of the maps. If the study of the maps is carried out ina 
haphazard and ill-manner, it shall be of very little use. It shall 
also not help to organize the development of the minds of the 
students In fact maps are a means to bring about planned and 
scientific development of the mind. They train the students to 
take up things in a planned and organised manner. Students also 
learn to present the things with the help of the maps. Their know- 
ledge is strengthened. 


It is not wise to teach the study of the maps independently. 
In other words it means that the maps should be studied while 
the subject is being taught. Such a co-relation will bring 
about the proper understanding of the maps as well as the subject- 
matter. 


Practice of drawing of the charts and the maps 

Students should be given thorough practice of drawing the 
charts and maps. Unless they are able to draw the maps and 
the charts accurately they shall not be able to have the proper 
knowledge of the subject-matter. The maps should be selected 
according to the psychological requirements of the age and stage 
of the students. Unless this factor is borne in mind it shall not 
be possible for the students to study them properly. The maps 
should be such as to attract the interests of the students. Unless 
the maps are attractive and interesting the students shall not be 
able to draw benefit out of it. In the maps, things should be plotted 
properly and correctly. The students should be encouraged to 
present things in a proper form on the maps. 


The students should not be given vague instructions in regard 
to the drawing of the map. In fact they should be told things 
exactly. 


Use of charts and Indexes 


Use of charts and indexes is a very necessary for the teaching 
of Geography. In fact these indexes and charts should be used 
in secondary and higher classes. They should not be used in 
elementary classes and Junior High School classes. If such a thing 
is done it shall not be of any educational use. 

In lower classes there should be very simple maps. Too much 
of accuracy should not be insisted upon. Students may take to 
colouring the maps. 

In Junior High School and Middle classes more accuracy should 
be insisted upon. Students may be explained the use of the sketches 
and preparation of the maps etc. Too much of time should not be 
spent on it. 


Students should be encouraged to draw sketches and maps, 
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In Secondary classes and Higher classes maps should be used 
with all possible accuracy. The students should be taught to 
draw maps properly and also to use them in an accurate manner. 
It is at this stage of education that use of maps has its real 
importance. 


Points for Revision 

1. Maps and charts are very important for the teaching of Geography. 

2. Maps and charts include the following :— 

(a) Wall Maps, 

(b) Atlases. 

(c) Sketch maps, and 
(d) Charts and Indexes. 

3. Charts and maps should not be taught separately. They should 
be taught along with the subject-matter. In fact these -maps and 
charts should be an agency to clarify the abstract facts of 
Geography. 

4. Students should be given a good deal of practice in drawing the 
maps and sketches. 

5. In lower classes outline of the maps may be taught. In junior 
classes some accurate teaching of the maps may be taken up 
and in secondary and higher classes the use of the maps should 
be made in thoroughly correct and accurate manner. Students 
also be encouraged to colour the maps and charts. 

6. Indexes and charts are more useful for secondary classes and 
higher classes. 


CHAPTER XVII 


Place of Stories and Excursions in the 


Teaching of Geography 
ee a a ee 
Q. Describe briefly the importance of story-telling and 
excursions and travels in the teaching of Geography. 
Or 
What is the place of stories and excursions in the methods of 
teaching of Geography ? Discuss fully. 


Teaching of Geography 

Geography is taught with an eye on human life. In fact 
the teaching of the subject begins at early stages of the primary 
classes. Here the students are expected to learn about the life 
and geographical conditions of different countries. The teaching 
of the subject has to be so modified and arranged that the psycho- 
logical requirements of the students may be made. In the students 
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of primary classes the teacher has to adopt the method of story 
telling. This method can be very useful, 


Story telling and teaching of Geography 

Students of primary classes are very fond of listening to 
stories. These children aie of the age group between 8 to 11, and 
so they Jisten to stories. Listening to stories is an essential part 
of their psychology. It is also possible for them to remember 
stories If the subject of Geography is imparted to them though 
the medium of stories it shall have a listing effect on their mind. 
Their mental set up shall have be so arranged that they shall be able 
to make the use of their knowledge in their future life. Through 
stories it is also possible to acquaint the students with the various 
physical divisions of the world and teach them about various other 
geographical factors. 

Stories are generally based on imagination. It does not 
mean that do not have the element of realism in them. They have 
realism in them and so at later stages itis possible to. teach the 
students the subject of Geography in a realistic manner, of course 
basing on the knowledge acquired through stories. Story method 
serves as a base for establishing the proper knowledge of the subject. 

Through story method it is possibe toexplain the control 
and effect of various geographical factors of human life. | Life 
of one man can serve as a guiding principle for understanding 
the general effect of the factors that influence human life from 
the point of view of Geography. 

Through story method itis possible to bring out clearly the 
influence of various geographical factors on human lifein a very 
interesting manner. This thing cannot be done so easily with the 
help of other methods and specially for the students of tender age. 


Salient features of the story method 

While employing the method of story telling the teacher of 
Geography must keep the following things in mind :— 

(1) The story should be specially designed to serve the 
psychological requirements of the students. 

(2) They should be written in a simple language and lucid 
style. This would enable the students to grasp them properly. 

(3) They should be intended with the purpose of teaching 
certain topics of Geography. The teacher should always aim at 
proper teaching of the subject. 

(4) The story should also try to establish proper foundation 
for the future knowledge of the subject. 

In short, it may be said that story method is an ideal method 
for teaching of Geography to the students of lower classes. 

Place of excursions and trayels,in the teaching of Geography 


_ Excursions and travels provide practical knowledge of the 
subject. While the students are taken out for travels and 
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excursions they get an opportunity to learn things directly. 
Knowledge so aquired is stable and useful. Prof E. F. Macnee 
has rightly remarked :— 

“It is essential that the foundations of Geographical know- 
ledge shall be laid in the field. No amount of reading from 
books can make up fora practical knowledge gained by looking 
at the earth which the child is studying. It follows that from the 
very early stages expedition should form part of the Geography 
course. Inthe lower schools there is usually plenty of time and 
many simple excursions can be made.” 


Beginning from limited area and going to yaster field 

These excursions should start froma limited area. First of 
all the students should be asked to go round the school com- 
pound. Then they may be taken round the village and afterwards 
to hilly places where they may get some geographical data. 
In higher classes they may also be taken to markets and 
Places of industrial importance. While the students are going 
round on excursions and travels the teacher may explain the 
things properly to them. 

The students must have the idea of the travels and excursions. 
While taking out the students on geographical tours and excur- 
sions they may be explained the purpose very clearly. Unless they 
are very clear in their minds about the purpose of their going out, 
they shall not be able to acquire the knowledge in the proper 
manner. In early stages this clarity of the thought may not be so 
important but in higher classes it is necessary. 

In Junior High School or middle stage of education, ambitious 
expeditions and excursions may be undertaken. At this stage 
of education erosion of the soil, deposition and such other things 
may be taught. 

After the excursion has finished the students should be asked 
to write out what they have seen. This would strengthen their 
knowledge and experience. They may also be asked to draw 
models, charts, pictures, etc. 

In higher classes the students should be taken out to places 
of industrial and agricultural importance. Such places can pro- 
vide proper knowledge to the students. After coming back from 
the travels and excursions the students should be asked and 
encouraged to write down what they have seen and draw maps. 


The requisites of travels and excursions 
While taking out the students for travels and excursions the 
teacher should keep the following in his mind :— 


(1) Discipline should be maintained while the students are 
going out. It can be very safely done if the teacher continues 
to direct them properly and gives them an opportunity to see 
things the proper perspective. If the students get interested in 
their observation they shall not be indisciplined. 
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(2) While the students are being taken out to excursions they 
should be made comfortable. It means that they should be lodged 
properly and given proper food. Unless the students are physi- 
cally comfortable their mind shall not work properly and it 
shall not be possible for them to acquire knowledge in the proper 
manner. 

(3) The teacher should continue to direct the students in pro 
per manner. He should continue to explain the importance of 
each and everything that the students have seen. He may also 
explain which things are used for map drawing and which things 
are useful for charts etc. 

(4) When the excursions or travels have ended the teacher 
should point out the particular chapter which may have bearing 
on the excursion or the travel. Such a reading will strengthen 
the experience and give a solid foundation to the knowledge. 

(5) Students should invariably be asked and encouraged to 
carry a note-book with them while they are on excursions. They 
should also be encouraged to write out important things. Such 
things shall be useful in the class room and proper study of the 
subject. 

(6) While on excursion the students should be encouraged 
to collect things that are of geographical importance. This collec- 
tion should be lodged in the Geography museum. Such a collec- 
tion by the students would develop in them the love for museum. 
They would try to collect things in the proper manner and pre- 
servation in the museum which is an essential part of the teaching 
of the subject. 

In short, it means that travels, and excursions are an impor- 
tant means of the teaching of Geography. 


Points for Revision 


The method of story telling can be very useful for the teaching of 

Geography to the students of lower classes. 

2. This method should be used in a scientific and psychological 
manner. In other words it means that stories should be written 
in a psychological and scientific manner. 

3. Travels and excursions also provide a practical basis to the 
learning of Geography. These travels and excursions should start 
from limited area and proceed to vaster ones. 

4. These travels and excursions should be scientifically planned so 
that the things observed may be utilized for the teaching work in 
the class room. 

5, The students should be encouraged to observe things properly and 

take notes. These notes may later on be developed and the 

students encouraged to read the relevant chapters from the text- 
books and compare them with their notes. Such a knowledge 
would be stable and useful. 
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Local Geography and its Importance in the 


Teaching of Geography 
AT E EEE ed ede meee ey 
Q. What is the utility of local Geography in the teaching of the 
subject ? Discuss fully. 
Or 
Local Geography occupies a very important place in the scheme 
of the teaching of the subject. Discuss fully. 


Methods of teaching of Geography. 

There are two methods of teaching of Geography—in one we 
proceed from part to the whole and in the other we proceed from 
whole to the part. Local Geography implies that the part shall be 
studied first and then the whole shall be taken up. After study- 
ing the local Geography we proceed to the whole of it, that is, the 
World Geography. In teaching it is always wise to give concrete 
facts and then to proceed to abstract facts. This is nature and 
psychological. In fact underdeveloped minds are more capable 
of grasping concrete facts and then only they can grasp abstract 
facts. It is, therefore, wise to teach the students about local Geo- 
graphy first and then to proceed to the World Geography. This 
would imply the study of Geography from the point of view of 
both the maxims, that is, proceeding from whole to part and from 
part to whole. 


Technical terms \ 
It is very necessary to teach the students about the technical 
words that are used in the teaching of the subject. If a student 
is well aware of the technical terms he shall be able to understand 
the subject-matter correctly. This achievement can be made by 
acquainting the students with the local environments Local 
environment is full of geographical facts and factors. These facts 
and factors can be properly understood with the help of the techni- 
cal terms For examples, if the teacher wants to give the definition 
of the river to the students, he can very safely take them to some 
nearing river and explain it. It means that the teaching of 
Geography should start with the study of the local environment. 


It is the study of the immediate environment that is called 
Local Geography. It is called Local Geography because it is 
near at hand and it is possible for the students to grasp it quickly. 
It is also that immediate environment influences human life 
very much and so it is possible for him to know about it more 
Correctly and more easily. In the process of life we see that man 
tries to adjust himself with the environment and sometimes he tries 
to mould his environment to suit his needs. In this process he has 
to face various difficulties. On the other hand if man tries to 
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escape his environment he comes across certain difficulties. These 
difficulties in concrete form are the geographical factois In Jocal 
Geography we deal with mountains, rocks, forests, rivers, lands, 
products, minerals, means of communication, trace and its decline. 
In developed form these things are also studied but primarily 
they are studied at the local level. From this point of view it is 
always wise to start the study of Geography from the study of 
local environment. 


Aims and objects of teaching of local Geography 


Local Geography is a part of Geography at large. It is 
studied in the wider perspective of the aims and objects of the 
teaching of Geography. It has certain immediate objects as well. 
The first object in this regard is to link the study of the local 
Geography with the Geography of the world. In fact study of local 
Geography is the study of the world Geography in miniature. 
Through this process it is possible to understand the Geography 
of the world in the proper manner. In short, following are the aims 
and objects of the study of local Geography :— 


(1) It helps the study of the future Geography. In fact it is 
the local practical study of the Geography that enables the students 
to understand and realise the wider perspective of the Geography. 
Through the study of local Geography it is possible to have a clear 
picture of the geographical control. 


(2) The psychological principle of the teaching of a subject 
is to proceed from concrete to abstract. Local Geography gives the 
concrete knowledge of certain facts. It also helps the teaching 
of the subject on the basis of maximum of from known to unknown. 
Local Geography is a known fact and the Geography of the world 
is unknown. It is, therefore, wise to proceed from Local Geogra- 
phy to the Geography of the whole world. 


___ (3) In order to have a clear idea of the geographical factors, 
it is wise to study the local Geography. In fact local Geography 
is a medium of the study of Geography at large. 


(4) The study of the local Geography helps the imagination 
of the students. On the basis of the knowledge acquired it is possible 
for the students to have a realistic imagination about the things 
they have not seen. A student may have seen a hill. On the basis 
of this knowledge he can imagine about Himalayas. 


(5) Through the study of local Geography it is possible to 
have an idea of the study of Geography in its complete. In 
fact local Geography is a part of the whole of Geography. By study 
me local Geography it is possible to connect it with the whole 
of it. 

_ (6) By seeing the local Geography, such as markets, centres 
of industry and trade etc. it is possible to follow easily the changes 
that take place and may take place in the world at large. 


LOCAL GEOGRAPHY AND İTS IMPORTANCE 115 


(7) Local Geography may be studied in co-relation with 
History, Civics, General Science, etc. If these subjects co-relate 
at the local level, they can be properly understood at higher level. 


(8) The direct knowledge of the local Geography provides a 
scientific background for the study of Geography. 


On the basis of these objects it can be safely said that if 
local Geography is neglected the education shall be marred. Without 
the study of the local Geographical factors, it shall be unwise to 
go ahead with the study of higher Geography. 


Importance of excursions in the study of local Geography 

We have seenit more than once that excursions occupy an 
important place in the study of Geography. This provides them 
with opportunity to come in direct contact with the geographical 
factors. In excursions the students get an opportunity to see 
various econom'c and natural factors and to understand them 
properly. They also get an opportunity to see their influences 
on human life. If the students are given an opportunity to take 
excursions at the local Jevel, they are able to understand the 
importance of geographical control and various geographical 
principles. If the students are to be given an idea of the _fact in 
Agra and Kanpur, where we have rich shoe industry, it shall 
be wise to take them out and show it than to make them to 
cram it. Similarly, if the students are to be given an idea that 
in eastern districts of U. P. several Sugar Mills are situated, and 
Bombay or Ahmedabad are centres of the textile industry it 
shall not be wise to make them cram it. It is always wise to show 
the students certain things and make them imagine about certain 
higher and better things. 


Precautions in excursions f 3 

While the students are being taken out on excursions, in 
order to help the study of the local Geography the teacher must 
undertake the following precautions :— o 

(1) The teacher must draw an outline of the excursion. He 
should also explain the aims and objects of the excursions. Unless 
the students are clear about the objects they shall not be able to 
benefit by it. 


(2) In the class room the teacher should explain orally about 
the excursions. He should also explain its difficulties and intricacies. 
These may be repeated while the students are being taken out for 
Seeing things. 

(3) The students should be encouraged to collect certain 
things that are interesting and have geographical importance. This 
would help development of a museum for future. It would also 
help them to draw maps. 

(4) While going out on excursions it shall be wise to take 
Photographs of certain important scenes. These scenes shall be of 
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lasting value. They may be hung in the Geography Room or the 
Geography Museum. 

(5) While the students are being taken out, through question- 
answer method all the geographical facts and seeings should be 
explained to them properly. 

(6) While on excursion, the students should be encourged to 
observe things by themselves. They should also be encouraged to 
have a correct idea of cause and effect. 

(7) The time of excursion should be suited to the local need 
and requirements. The students should be taken only when going 
out can be of some use. 

(8) The teacher should be very bold and efficient when he 
takes out the student on excursions. Unless the teacher himself is 
very efficient in his task he shall not be able to do anything good to 
the students. 

(9) Although it shall be too early to expect the students to 
take notes of the things yet they should be asked to carry writing 
material with them. They should carry a note-book, a pen or a 
pencil, and put down the things that are of interests and importance 
to them. 

(10) In lower classes, the teacher must accompany the students. 
The teacher himself should be interested in excursions. In higher 
classes the students may be free to observe things by themselves. 
But in lower class the teacher must accompany the students and 
explain everying in detail. 

When should excursion begin ? 

Local Geography should be taught in early classes. In fact it 
should begin in class Third. It is at this stage that the excursion 
should start. The students should be given an opportunity to 
observe things and put questions. Their questions should be 
scientifically answered. If the questions of the students are pro- 
perly answered they get interested in the study of the subject. It is 
also wise to have a sketch of the place that is being observed. 


It is wise to take the students out on excursions during various 
seasons of the year. This would provide the students with the 
opportunity to observe various changes that take place in the nature 
during various phases of the year. It shall also provide them with 
an opportunity to the changes of the season. It would also provide 
them with an opportunity to see the changes that take place in the 
rivers, in the fields and such other geographical factors. They 
should also be given opportunity to draw sketches and charts. 
These sketches and charts shall be very shabby but they are worth 
drawing. 


In Third class various things should be shown to the students. 
In class Fourth students should be provided with the opportunity 
of nature study. Children should be shown pictures of various big 
buildings and places. It is always wise to link the new knowledge 
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with the previous knowledge. This a psychological process which 
strengthens the experience and the knowledge. 


Along with the observation ‘the students should be provided 
with opportunity for parti®'‘s“*Work. In the class room the stu- 


dents should be acquainted with the maps, sketches, etc. 


By taking all these steps the teacher of Geography can provide 
the proper background for the study of the subject-matter. This 
background shall be of great use in future life. 

In Junior High school classes, the students should be given 
an opportunity to go out on excursions to different parts of the 
State or the Region. Now excursions should not be limited to 
local places only, By the time the students have grown and their 
mind are ready to receiveathings in the proper manner. That is 
why it has been suggested that in Classes VI, VII and VIII the 
students should be acquainted with the different branches of the 
Geography. 

Local Geography and understanding of natural 
conditions and natural changes 

While studying local Geography the students get an oppor- 
tunity to see the various changes that take place on the face of the 
nature. This knowledge of the changes can be properly utilized 
in the study of Geography at higher stages. If the changes that 
take place in the nature of the world are to be studied, the changes 
at the local level provide with a background for proper under- 
standing because the students have acquired some knowledge of 
the maps and charts, While studying local Geography, they are 
able to understand the maps and charts in higher classes. Having 
observed various things at the local level the students are able to 
imagine those things in better manner. It is wise to 
use picture of different types at this stage of education. If while 
teaching Geography, various charts and pictures are used, the 
outlook of the students get broad. This broad outlook is very 
helpful in the study of Geography in higher classes. 


Local Geography is helpful for the study of Geography in 
higher classes. 

Study of local Geography proves 8 boon in the study of 
Geography in secondary classes. 
classes are mentally developed. 
things in a realistic manner. 
idea of the facts. The knowledge of Geog 


local Geography provides an opportunity for observing and 
Abtorstanding MANE This power of observation helps the study 


of the maps and the charts properly. In short, it may be said 
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that the study of Geography is very much helped by the study of 
local Geography. ) 
Points frr Revision 
1. Local Geography is based on rrvwg taciple of studying the whole in 


parts. In fact it is also based on the principle of proceeding from 
concrete to abstract. 


2. Local Geography helps the knowledge of technical terms of 
Geography. 
3. Local Geography is studied on the basis of the following aims and 
objects :— 
(a) It is helpful in the practical study of Geography. 
(6) It gives proper idea of the geographical facts and geographical 
control. b, 


(c) It is based on the psychological Principle of proceeding from 
concrete to abstract. 
(d) It is helped in having a clear idea of the geographical factors. 
It also provides the students with the power to have realistic 
imagination of the things they have not observed. 
(e) By studying the changes at the local level it is possible to study 
the changes that take place at higher places. 
4. Excursions occupy an important place in the study of local 
Geography. These excursions should be scientifically conducted 
5. Excursions and study of local Geography should start at the LI 
class. 
6. The facts and the data collected while studying the local Geography 
are helpful in the study of Geography at higher level. 


CHAPTER XIX 
Teaching of Geography and Examination 


Q. What is the importance of examination in the teaching of a 


particular subject? Discuss this question in reference to the teaching 
of Geography. 


Or 
What is the importance of the examination system in the teaching 
of Geography ? Discuss. 


Ans. Examinations and their importance. 


Examination system is the test of the knowledge acquired. 
In the present set-up of education it is this very system which 
helps us to ascertain the efficiency of a student in a particular 
subject. Examinations ate of two types :— 
(a) Written or theoretical ; and 


(b) Oral, 
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Written tests are also called essay type of test. It is these 
tests that are even today applied for testing the knowledge. pro- 
bably itis this type of test, which makes the students feel un- 
happy and nervous about their examination days. Sometimes 
they are not able to answer questions properly and so it becomes 
difficult for them to get through. 


Students are not able to answer questions properly because 
they are not trained in this particular art. There are definite 
methods of answering questions. Those who learn this art get 
very good marks. The teacher has to train the students in the 
art of answering questions. 


Examination and Geography 

Questions of Geography are slightly different from questions 
of other subjects. In Geography a student has to be told about 
the fact that questions should be accompanied by sketches, maps. 
etc. In Geography greater emphasis is laid on the power of 
thinking. It is not possible to learn certain things by heart and 
reproduce them in the subject- matter of Geography. He cannot 
solely depend upon the bookish knowledge. He is to apply his 
independent thinking and common sense. 

Examination of Geography is oral as well as written. In 
lower classess it is the oral examnination which is more useful. 
This oral testing can go on along with the teaching as well. The 
teacher may ask the students to answer qui 
on the lesson which was taught in the c 
ask the siudents about certain things on 
ask them to draw certain maps and charts at home. 

The teacher of Geography must provide home task to the 
students. Teaching of Geography cannot be completed in the 


class room. The students have to be toldto draw maps and 


charts at home and only then they shall be able to keep in mind 
what they have learnt M the class room. While soyan 
questions on Geography, human element must always pe ept in 
mind. Geography is, in fact, the study of the i ee à 
geographical factors On human life and so it should always be 


kept in mind. 


eet h 1 test which is useful 
In the elementary classes it is the ora est | ` 
The students BRET asked certain oral questions ie ret 
should be made to answer them. These, edie 8 a à 4 
psycholcgically designed. Only | psychologically ve i pend 
tions can elicit proper information and test the knowledg 
efficiency of the students. aes tT sodas forall 
Oral questions have one difficulty. is n 
the duder to take part in this type of tening Only uN 
students get an opportunity to answer questions. [t is on account 


of this reason that written test are employed. 
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Written Test 


Written test may be of several types. The teacher may 
examine his students everyday in the class room. Then, after 
a certain pericd of time, a test of longer duration may be given 
to the students. This Curation may be of an hour or three hours. 
The questions in this test should be based on the subjects or the 
topics taught to the students. Later on, terminal or annual 
examinations may be held. In these tests the students should be 
asked to write out their answers to the questions. 


Reform in old system of examination 


Essay type of examination or old system of examination has 
been criticised for long. People do not like this system of exa- 
mination. A demand has been going on that the system of 
examination should be amended and changed. The arguments 
that are advanced against this system of examinatlon are the 
following :— 

(a) The students have to write a lot and they have to depend 
upon their rote memory. 


(b) The students do not get an Opportunity to answer 
questions independently. Their power of thinking and reasoning 
does not get an opportunity for expression. 

(c) Writing power and the handwriting of the students 
influences the award of the marks. 


(d) Sometimes individual considerations also influence the 
marking. 


i (e) „Certain other arguments of this nature are also advanced 
against this method of examination. 


New type of test 


The examination reform has been the long desired need. 
Educationists have started realising that no change in the education 
system can effected unless the examination system is changcd. It 
is also not possible to do away completely with the system of 
examination and so reform is the Only way out. With this aim 
in view certain researches were carried on and conducted. Now 
certain new types of tests have been devised It is claimed that 
they are more objective and help the examiner to keep away the 
subjective considerations. These test are also helpful for the 
development of the independent thinking and Teasoning of the 
students. Rote memory does not find an important Place in these 
test. These tests are also connected with the syllabus and curriculum. 
In fact, it is claimed that new types of tests and the old types 
of tests should be so combined that the result may be good 
and helpful. 


Geography and new types of tests 


For a pretty long time teachers of Geography continued to lay 
stress on the rote memory. They encouraged the students to learn 
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certain geographical facts by heart and reproduce them. Now it 
is the geographical problems that are presented before the students 
and they are encouraged to answer them in such a way that the 
knowledge acquired may prove to be of practical use 
Certain new types of tests 

The new system of examination has put forward the following 
types of tests :— 

(A) Completion Test. 

(B) Multiple Choice Test. 

(C) True False Test. 

(D) Factual Test. 

Let us now furnish certain examples of these tests. 

(A) Completion Test—In this type of test the students are 
asked to fill in certain blanks, such as— 

UD) DOAN is the biggest coffee producing country of the world. 
x (ii) The name of the highest mountain peak of the world 
Ds aisr 

(iii) On 21st June the sun rays are straight on......... 

(B) Multiple Choice Test— In this type of test, certain statements 
are given. Before every statement, there are certain reasons 


assigned. Out of these reasons, only sone is correct and most 
important. The student is asked to mark the correct one. 


Examples :— 

(i) Lancashire is the most famous textile producing centre 
on account of the following reasons :— 

(a) There people are expert in textile production. 
(b) The climate is suited for the industry. 
(c) Cheap labour is available for the job. 

(ii) In Eastern U. P. there are sugar mills because -— 
(a) Rich people live there. 
(b) Cheap labour is available. 
(c) Lend is suitable for sugarcane production. 

(C) True-False Test—In this type of test certain statements 
are given. Before the statement, the words true/false are written. 
If the statement is true, student has to tick true and if the statement 
is false, he has to tick the false. An example is given below : 

(i) There is more of rainfall in Delhi as compared to Calcutta. 
True/False 

(ii) Major part of Southern India is made of alluvial soil. 
True/False. 

(iii) In Assam more tea is produced as compared to Bengal. 


True/False. 
(iv) In Bengal most of the factories consume coal, True/False, 
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(D) Factual Test—In this type of test certain things are 
written before one statement. Out of the several things written, 
only one is the fact. The student has to mark out the word or 
the thing which is factual and correct. An example is given 
below : 

(1) The basin of Ganges is famous for producing wheat, 
rubber, tea, apple, cotton. 

(ii) Egypt is famous for coco, rice, cotton, tea, wheat. 

(iii) In Pampas there are grape vines, cattle wea'th, potatoes, 
bears, oranges. 

Similarly, other tests may be designed and used. 

Points for Revision 

1. Today examination is as important as it was in olden days. No 
change has taken place in the concept of examination 

2. Examination is a method of testing the knowledge and the 
efficiency of the students. 

3. In Geography examination occupies an important place. Exami- 
nation in Geography has to be more scientific as compared to 
other subjects. 

4. Oral test is useful for lower classes. For higher classes it is the 
essay type of test which is at present used. 

5. Essay type of examination has been criticised since long. 

6. Now new type of tests have been designed. They are more 
objective and useful for the students. Given below area few 
objective type of tests : 

(i) Completion Test (ii) Multiple Choice Test (iii) True-False 

Test (iy) Factual Test. 
Certain other such tests may also be designed. 


CHAPTER XX 


Lesson Plan Teaching of Geography 
fee A REE RM ee el See gel 
Q. What is the importance of ‘Lesson Plan’ in teaching of 
Geography ? Explain and give certain examples. 
Lesson Plan and Teaching of Geography 


It is necessary for the teacher to have a thorough preparation 
before he goes to the class. The teacher should not only prepare 
himself but also divide the topic into various sub-heads. For new 
teachers this thing is more important. Really speaking without a 
Properly drawn lesson plan, a teacher cannot do justice to his 
students. With this point in view, there is a provision for ‘practice 
teaching’ in the training Colleges. Teachers are given practice 
in lesson plan drawing. For teachers of long understanding it ig 


LESSON PLAN IN TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY 123 


not necessary to draw Lesson Plans in advance. They can teach 
the subject without having a lesson plan before them. Even then, 
it shall be useful for them to draw an outline of the lesson plan. 
For young teachers it is more or less inevitable. Nowadays would 
be teachers are given a thorough training in the lesson plan drawing. 
They are made to practise this work while they are preparing 
themselves for their future assignment. Following are the things 
which the pupil teachers must bear in mind, while they are drawing 
up the lesson plans. 


(i) Date. 
(ii) Class. 
(iii) Subject and topic. 
` (iv) Period and duration. 
(v) Name of the institution. 


At the top the lesson plan these things should be put down so 
that the pupil-teacher as well as the students should know the dura- 
tion in which the topic has to be finished. Name of the class, topic 
and institution give and idea of the whole situation. After this the 
following things are to be put down. 


(1) General Aims—In these aims and objects, the mental age 
of the circumstances and other requirements of the student are kept 
in mind. These general principles are generally the same for 
several subjects 


(2) Heading of the Chapters—These should be put down in 
brief as far as possible. Itis never wise to take up a long heading. 


While giving out this heading, it is always wise to narrate 
the general principle of the teaching of the Geography, which is, 
‘Study of the Influence of Geographical environment on the human life. 
This is also called Geographical Control.’ 


(3) Sub-heads or topics—If the whole lesson is to be taught 
at the same time it is not possible to divide the time preperly. 
It is, therefore, useful to divide the whole chapter or subject mutter 
into smaller heads or topics. 


4) Specific aims and objects—This head is a special thing 
for us oe of the particular topic and should be laid down 
clearly so that the student is able to know what shall he achieve 
by reading a particular subject or topic. He shall then be more 
attentive towards it. Proper background for the study of the 
subject is to be created. It is also wise to link that particular 
topic with the life. Suppose ‘Trade’ is to be taught. If this is 
explained to the students that India needs expansion of trade 
then the students shall feel more inclined to read about that 
particular chapter or topic. It shall also be wise to explain the 
effect of trade on human life. It provides the means of livelihood 
and students may take it up after finishing their education, 
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(5) Teachings aids—In order to make the teaching interesting, 
it is useful to have certain aids. These aids include blackboard, 
charts, models, sketches etc. These aids should be scientifically 
handled and used. For example if the teacher teaches the 
Sugar Industry, he should show the charts and pictures depicting 
the Mills and Sugarcane crops etc. 


(6) Steps of the process of the teaching— Although teaching 
is a day-to-day activity and it is not possible to lay down all the 
steps of its process, yet it should be wise to put down certain steps. 
This would save the disgression. Following things may be put 
down :— 

(i) Writing of substance. 
(ii) Method of Teaching. 
(iii) Teaching aids etc. 

(7) Background—This subject implies the utilisation of previous 
knowledge of the students. The teacher knows about the previous 
knowledge of the students. He has to start his teaching in such a 
way that the present topic may be linked with the previous know- 
ledge of the students. If the teacher succeeds in linking the present 
with the past, in the field of the knowledge, he succeeds. Suppose 
teacher has to teach the ‘trade’ or ‘industry’, it shall be wise to 
ascertain as to-what extent do the students know about the physical 
conditions, climates, products, means of communications, handicraft 
etc. With the help of the previous knowledge the present subject- 
matter may be linked and the result shall be useful. 


(8) Introduction—This subject has an important place in the 
teaching. It is at this stage that a teacher prepares students for 
studying the subject or the topic. He puts certain questions to 
the students and with the help of these questions prepares a 
proper background. There may be various methods of preparing 
the background but the best method is Question Answer method. 
In the concluding questions of this step the topic and subject-matter 
which is to be taught, may be made perfectly clear. 


(9) Statement of Objects—Afier the ‘introduction’ the teacher 
must explain the students the subject which is to be taught. 


(10) Main lesson~-Under this heading the topic is actually 
presented. Teaching is properly crganised and the lesson is 
divided into various sub-heads. While doing all this, it should 
be kept in mind that certain geographical factors may be included 
in them. 

In order to keep the interest of the students alive it shall be 
wise for the teacher to put certain questions to the students while 
the process of teaching is going on. With the help of these 
questions, it shall be possible to develop the lessen. 

(11) Recapitulation—When the lesson has been taught, it shall 
be wise to put certain questions to the students, in order to ascertain 
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if the students have followed the subject-matter. This can be done 
with the help of certain questions and other devices. Suppose the 
subject ‘Trade’ has been taught, it shall be wise to put certain 
questions concerning this topic. 

(12) Blackboard Work—When the teacher has taught the 
whole of the lesson he should write the substance on the black- 
ale He may also draw certain charts and maps on the Black- 
oard. 


LESSON PLAN NO. I 


Name of Institution— Government Basic School 
Date—15-1-1970 Class V. Duration of period—40 Minutes 


Period III 
Topics—Products of Uttar Pradesh Subject—Geography. 
Initial Works 
(1) Plains. The things may 
(2) North Western Mountainous area be put down on 
the blackboard. 


(3) Southern Parts 


General Aims i 

(1) Through the knowledge of Geography it is possible to 
know about various places. ie 

(2) It is possible to know about the geographical conditions 
and its influence on human life especially produsi " oe 

3 ing Geography, it is possible to know abou 
PERS Prod ig ae mee ff the products and 
population. 

Specific aims 

Study of products of Uttar Pradesh on the basis of the know- 
ledge acquired through the observation of local products. 

This observation may be carried out with the help of the 
excursions and travels. The teacher may present the samples 
in the Class Room. He. may also take help from the charts and 
pictures. 

Teaching Aids BAAN, 

The teacher may carry the following things with him :— 

(1) Physical Map of Uttar Pradesh. 

(2; Atlas, sketches etc. 

(3) Samples of the grains produced i 


Uttar Pradesh. ani 
(4) Pictures depicting the farmers working on the field an 


certain parts showing the work on the farms. 
(5) Picture of the means of irrigation. 


n the various parts of 
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(6) Blackb>ard, coloured chalk stick. 


The student has the knowledge about the physical conditions, 
situation, climate, vegetation etc. of U.P. He has also seen the 
fields in the neighbourhood of the Scho»! and has seen the things 
that are grown in them. 

Introduction 


The teacher may put the following questions to the students, in 
order to prepare proper background :— 


(1) What things do you eat in Food ? 
(2) With what things clothes are made ? 


(3) Which grain is produced in the field situated in the West 
of your school ? From where do you get the wood that has been 
used in your house ? 


(4) Do you take tea in winter ? 
(5) With what the Sugar is made ? 


With these questions it shall be possible to bring the topic of 
agricultural products. 


Method of Teaching 


In order to make the teaching convenient it shall be wise to 
divide the whole topic into two. in the first part the product of 
the plains may be taught and in the second part the products of 
the mountains regions may be taught. 


With the help of the questions, the lesson should be started 
on the basis of the previous knowledge of the students. Relevant 
questions will help the development of the knowledge and the 
lesson. 


Part I 
The following questions shall be helpful. 


(1) When does the work of agriculture begin in your 
village ? 


(2) When are houses built, during winter and summer ? 


(3) Where from the wood that is used for house-building is 
obtained ? (From the trees of Sal, Neem, or mangoes). 


Statement of Object 


Now having created the proper background the teacher shall 
state that ‘we shall study about the products of our State’. 


Main Lesson 


This may be developed with the help of the following 
questions :— 


(1) Which are the main crops in your village or district ? 
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(2) When is the crop of Kharif sown and harvested ? 
(3) Why do the crops get dried or spoiled ? 
(4) How is the crop saved when there is no proper rainfall ? 


With the help of these questions an idea about general products 
may be given. Then the students may be directed to the principal 
and main topic of ‘the product of the plain.’ 


(5) What is the condition of the land ? 


. Q. 1. What is the condition of Rainfall ? (At certain places it 
is high and at certain places it is low). 


i Q. 2. What is the condition of the soil of the plain and what 
is the condition of the rainfall ? 


On the basis of the answers furnished to these questions, the 
students may be told that there are a good number of forests at low 
lying area of tarai plains. There is only nominal agriculture. 
Mostly people take to cattle grazing and breeding. It is in the 
plains that agriculture is the main industry. 


Then the following questions may also be put forward. 


(1) What are the main agricultural products of your State? 
(Wheat, rice, sugarcane, etc.) 


(2) In which part and why ‘is wheat produced in huge 
quantity ? 

(3) In which part and why does rice grow in such a large 
quantity. 


Sh Ae Where does the sugarcane grow in huge quantity and 
y 


With the help of the answers that are put forward by the 
students, to these questions, it may be explained that in the 
western parts, there is soil and climate suited for producing 
wheat. In that part the soil is good and there is proper arrange- 
ment for irrigation and so in the western districts of the State 
Wheat is produced in large quantity. In the Eastern part of 
Uutar Pradesh, there is good crop of rice and paddy. The 
Teason for it is that the soil is suited for the cultivation of paddy. 
There is good deal of rainfall also. Other crops such as that 
of oilseeds, pulses etc. are found on almost all the parts of the 
tate. Agriculture is the main source of the livelihood of the plains 
of the State. 


Part II 
The following questions may be put to the students :— 
(1) What is the main product of the Western parts of Western 
Mountainous parts of the State ? 
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(2) Why do people of the area take to cattle feeding and 
grazing ? What is their chief food or diet ? 


( ) Why do they like milk and other milk products ? 


Answers to these questions shall bring it out clearly that in 
that area a good deal of forests are available. People of these 
areas are able to lead their life with the help of the pioducts of 
wood. There are some small fields where some grains are pro- 
duced. In places where agriculture is possible paddy is produced. 
There is facility of pastures and so people take to cattle grazing. 
Rice, meat, milk etc. from their main diet or chief items of food. 


Then the teacher may put forward the following questions :— 

(1) What is the chief product of the southern part of the land 
and why ? 

(2) How is it that agriculture as well as cattle grazing are 
carried out side by side ? 

(3) Does some wheat grow in the southern part of U. P. or 
not? 


On the basis of the answers to these questions it must be 
made clear to the students that in southern part, there is dearth 
of water and so the land is not fertile. Even then barley, maize 
and some wheat is grown in that area. Where irrigation facilities 
are available, agriculture is carried on but in other piaces only pas- 
tures are available. 


Recapitulation and Revision 


The teacher may carry out the recapitulation and revision of 
the lesson taught with the help of the following questions :— 


(1) What are the chief products of Uttar Pradesh and where 
are they grown ? 


(2) Why is so much sugar produced in Uttar Pradesh ? 
(3) What is the influence of these things in human life ? 


Blackboard Work and Practice 


The teacher should write out the substance of the lesson on 
the blackboard and then he should direct the students to copy it 
out on the exercise book. 


The students should be encouraged and made to practice to 
show the various products on the map. 


The influence of the agricultural products on human life should 
also be explained to the students A comparison should be made 
with other agricultural States of India. 


Various products may be shown on the maps in colours. 
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LESSON PLAN NO. 2 
Government Jubilee High School (Gorakhpur) 


Lesson Plan of Story Method 


Dated 21-1-70 Class VI Time 35 minutes 


Subject 
Geography (Cane industry in Uttar Pradesh) 


General Aims 

(1) To make the students understand that the following things 
are required to run an industry :— 

(a) Raw material : (b) labour and (c) means of communication 
and transport. 


(2) To acquaint the students with the industry through Story 
Method. 


Specific Aims 
To make the students aware of the process of sugar industry. 


Teaching Aids 

The following things may be utilised by the teacher in teaching 
the lesson :— 

(a) Map of U. P. 

(b) Sketch of a mill. 

(c) If possible, a picture showing the crushing of the 
sugarcane, 
Previous Knowledge 

(1) The students shall be aware of the small centres of home 
and cottage industry where juggery (gur) is prepared. 

(2) The students shall also be well aware of the process of 
sugarcane production and its harvesting etc. 
Introduction 

This may be put forward in the form of the following ques- 
tions :— 

(1). What is the taste of sugar ? (Sweet) 

(2) Where is it procured from ? (From the market) 

(3) Where does it come from to the market ? (From mills) 
Statement of the Teacher 


i f the 
Today I am intending to narrate before you the story o 
industry of sugar. This is one of the main industries of our 


country. 
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Main Lesson 

There was a person by the name of Rameshwar Prasad. He 
tried thrice t> pass High School Examination but failed. After 
that, he bade goodbye tothe books and left home. Afer three 
days of wandering here and there, he reached Captainganj in 
Gorakhpur district. In the market he heard that he could get 
work in a sugar mill. Since Rameshwar Prasad had been star- 
ving for two days, he enjoyed the hospitality of a generous person 
and started thinking about his future. There was no difficulty 
at home. He could go there and lead a happy life, but he was 
afraid of books. He was also ashamed of his action. However, 
he was carried up to the mill gate by the generous person who 
had provided him with food. There he was engaged as a labourer 
for carrying the bricks. On Friday and Saturday he worked 
there and in the evening of Saturday he received Rs. 2/- as his 
wages. The¥mason with whom he was working took pity on 
him. Rameshwar Prasad was, in fact, a Brahman, but he gave 
himself as a Kurmi. Even then he was not prepared to eat the 
food touched by anyone else. The mason came to know of.the 
fact that Rameshwar Prasad was a Brahman and so he introduced 
him to an engineer. This seemed to be the opening of his 
future. 


On Monday morning Mr. Singh, the engineer, recommended 
the case of Sri Rameshwar Prasad to the Attendance Clerk and 
got him appointed as a labour to the Fitter. He was put under 
the charge of the Fitter generally known as Bhagat Ji. Bhagat 
Ji was a competent workman. He was a sympathetic person also 
and started treating Rameshwar Prasad nicely. It was the time 
of crushing season and so the work was going on at top speed, 
Bhagat Ji could reach any part of the mill and with him Rameshwar 
Prasad also got the opportunity to visit various sections of the mill. 


First of all the cart loads of sugarcane arrived and they were 
put to test. From the third day the work of the crushing started. 
In the meanwhile, the Panman, Sardar Ranvir Singh, lost his 
Pan Labour or ‘Pan Coolie’, The Pan Coolie had run away 
and so he made a demand for a competent and dependable Pan 
Labourer. Now Rameshwar Prasad was put in the charge of 
Sardar Ranvir Singh and he became a Pan Coolie. 


Rameshwar Prasad continued to work there for two years, 

` After two-years, Mr. Ram Singh went to Captainganj, Gorakhpur, 

He was a friend of Rameshwar Piasad and met him. Rameshwar 

Prasad took him around the mill and showed him various sections 
of the sugar mill, 


First of all, Mr. Ram Singh was taken to the yard, outside 
the mill. There hundreds of carts loaded with sugarcane were 
standing. Many more carts were arriving from the different direc- 
tions. After that yard, Rameshwar Prasad took his friend inside 
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the mill. Just after entering the gate, Ram Singh saw that there 
was a big tanklike thing. Sugarcane was dumped into it. From 
there it was mechanically carried forward. Later on, it was 
crushed by heavy crushers and about a foot thick sugarcance juice 
was coming out of it. 


There was a pipe which carried the sugar juice to another 
big reservoir. Rameshwar Prasad explained that at this place 
costic and other chemicals were mixed with the sugarcane juice. 
From there it was carried to another big reservoir where it was 
heated and purified. The dirt of the juice was filtered through a 
mechanical process. Then the purified and heated juice was sent 
to another machine called ‘Table’. From there it was carried to 
another machine called ‘Pan’. Various reservoirs were fitted with 
several pipes. 


Process in the Pan 


In the pan the juice was converted into thick juggery or gur. 
There mechanically the molasses part of the juice was separated. 
The juggery or thick juice here looked black and dirty, It did not 
look like white sugar, as we see, but like black manure. 


There again it was mixed with juice and heated again. It 
was heated thrice in the pan. When it had been heated thrice, 
the molasses got separated and now the white sugar started pour- 
ing in. This was dropped out of the filter of a machine located 
at a height of 30’ to 40’. From that height the sugar was dropped. 
Then its temperature was brought down mechanically and so it fell 
in the filter. 


There were three types of crystals—small, medium and big. 
All these three types of crystals were filled in separate bags, 


When Ram Singh had seen all this, he enquired from Rame- 
shwar Prasad, “Where shall it now go?” 


Rameshwar Prasad explained that after putting the labels 
and the number on the bate it would be lodged in the godown, 
from where it would be sent to the market to be sold. After 
explaining all these things, Rameshwar Prasad took Ram Singh to 
the godown. 


i 1 
Ram Singh saw that at the gate of the godown severa 
wagons of E train were standing. Ram Singh again faapito, 
“Rameshwar, what is going on there?” Rameshwar replied K at 
the wagons were being loaded with the bags of sugar. Then Ra 
Singh saw that those wagons were being driven to the Saat: 
When he enquired of the clerk, who was looking after the load- 
ing of the bags on the wagons, he was informed that the sugar 
bags had been purchased by a trader of Calcutta whose firm was 
down as “Sagarmal and Sons”. He also explained that ae 
Other orders were also with him. After loading 2,200 bags O 
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Sagarmal and Sons, the clerk explained that he would load the 
orders of other firms. 


Statement of the Teacher 


Children, you may be surprised to listen that 2,200 bags 
were purchased by one man. You may ask a question—‘‘What 
shall he do of these 2,200 bags ?”” 


Ram Singh was anxious and curious to know about the whole 
of the sugar industry and so from the sugar mill he came to the 
railway station. There he saw that clerk of M/S Sagarmal and Sons’ 
was present. Ram Singh enquired of him, ‘You area Marwari. 
How did you come to this part of U. P. ? 


“Boy,” the old man replied, “I am from Calcutta and had 
come here to purchase 2,200 bags of sugar for my firm, M/S 
Sagarmal and Sons. I actually wanted 3,000 bags of sugar but the 
Manager is giving only 2,200 bags.” 

Surprised Ram Singh asked, “What will you do of 2,200 
bags ?” The old man explained, “Some bags we have to send to 
other countries while the others shall be sold in the market. 
Various wholesale dealers have placed orders with us. Unless all 
this is done, we shall have to suffer loss ?” 


Since the old man seemed to be annoyed, he left Rameshwar 
and Ram Singh with these words and went away. Rameshwar 
Prasad and Ram Singh also came back. Ram Singh left the place 
by the evening train and came home. 


Questions for Recapitulation 


athe teachers may use the following questions for revision 
work :— 


(1) Why is sugar manufactured in Captainganj, Gorakhpur ? 
(2) Wherefrom is so much of sugarcane procured ? 


(3) Where does so much of sugargo? Why does it goto 
the market ? 


(4) Why so much of sugarcane is produced in the eastern part 
of India ? 


_ (5) What are the various means of transport and communi- 
cation ? 


These questions shall make it clear to the students that the 
land of the eastern part of India is good for the crop of sugarcane 
and so a good deal of sugarcane is produced in eastern U. P. 
shall also be clear to the students that sugarcane is transported to 
the mills by bullock-carts. Sugar is sent to distant countries 
where it is not manufactured. Sugar is exported by rail and ship, 
trucks and such other means of communication. It occupies an 
important place in the industry of our country. 
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LESSON PLAN NO. 3 
Kisan High School, Basti 


Dated 15-2-1970 Class VIII Time—40 Minutes 


Subject 
Geography (Climate of North America) 


General Aims 


., () To make the students understand that the physical con- 
ditions, the climate, rainfall, etc. and other geographical factors 
influence human life. 


(2) To broaden the outlook of the students. 

(3) To inculcate in them the spirit of world brotherhood or 
universal fraternity. 
Specific Aims 

To make the students understand and be clear about the 
climate of North America and explain its influence on human 
life. 
Teaching Aids 

The teacher may use the following as aids :— 

(a) The physical map of North America. 

(b) The map of North America showing the rainfall, 
climate etc. 
s (c) If possible, picture showing man and human life of people 
in North America, etc. 
Previous Knowledge or background 


The students know about the physical conditions ot Dlonth 
America. They know about the situation of the mountains, the 
directions of the wind, rainfall, etc. 


They have also seen American people. 


Introduction 


The teacher may use the following questions to introduce the 
topic :— 


(1) What is the condition of the climate of Uttar Pradesh. 
(It is normal) 


(Fair) 


(3) Why is it that people of Kashmir have such a fair coms 
plexion? (The climate’ of that particular land influences them) 


(C) What is the complexion of the people of Kashmir. 
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The influence of the climate on human life is to be seen with 
reference to America. 


The present topic or the main lesson 


The teacher should ask the students to look into their atlas 
the physical conditions of North America its physical divisions, 
rainfall, etc. The students should also be instructed to see the 
position of the Equator, the Tropic of Cancer and Northern 
Polar Regions. Several questions may be put to the students in 
order to elicit the information that during winter cold winds 
blow there and they cause a lot of influence on the life of the 
people of America. The complexion of the people of America 
is very much influenced by the climate of the land. The following 
questions may be put to the students :— 


(1) From which part of the country does the Equator pass ? 


(2) Between which longitudes and latitudes is America 
situated ? 


(3) What are the various factors of climate ? 
(4) What is the situation of the mountains in North America ? 


(5) How does the situation of the mountains influence the 
climate of North America ? 


With the help of the answers given by the students, the teacher 
should explain the following clearly ;— 


The main factors that influence the climatic conditions of a 
country such as: 


(i) Distance from the Equator. 

(ii) Situation of the mountains. 

(iii) Rainfall. 

(iv) Direction of the northern winds and their influence on 
the country. 

(v) Influence of hot southern winds and their influence on 
the northern part of the country. 


The teacher may again put the following questions in order 
to clarify these things :— 


(6) What is the influence of the high mountai I ssi 
fall, if they are situated in West or South or north Sg Beane 


___ (7) In the countries situated within the same long} d 
latitudes, which one brings about the rainfall ? “year ee 


(8) What is the influence of the sea ? 


f With the answers of these questions, the result of the rainfall, 
Ms causes and the influence of sea on the physical conditions shall 
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be clear. Now the main factors of the climate shall be known to 
the students, ; 

(9) With which parts of Asia, the northern part of North 
America is comparable in regard to climate ? (Tundra) 

(The teacher should show this thing in the map and explain 
to the students that this physical divison or area is 2000 Kilo- 
meter long and about 300 Kilometer wide. This is covered with 
snow nearly nine months of the year. 


(1) What part is situated in the south of Tundra in Asia? 
(Forest area) 

Similarly in Noth America there are forests in the areas after 
extremly cold area, Here winters are long and there is severe cold 
in this season. Snowfall also takes place. Summer season is short 
lived but certainly there is warmth. This area should be compared 


with such area of Asia. 
(11) What is the name of the climate that is found in the area 
situated on the shores of river Lawrence ? (Lawrentian) - 


This area should be shown in the map and the influence of 
Labrodar Current should also be explained. 


(12) What name shall be given to the climate that is in 
between the climates of these two types? What is the condition 
here ? 


On the basis of these questions, it should be explained that 
winters are extremely cold and summers are very hot. This area 
is also called the Central Continental Area. 


(13) What is the name of the mountains situated in the South? 
(Rocky mountains) 


The situation and the condition of this area should be explai- 
ned with the help of all these factors. It should be explained that 
On account of these reasons. the climate of this area is cold and 
dry. There are deserts like valleys. In the eastern area there 
is a good deal of rainfall. The temperature is governed by the 
latitudes, 

_ (14) What sort of climate is found in the western part of it? 
(Climate like the western part of Europe) 

Comparison between the two should be made, It should also 
be explained that there is a good deal of rainfall. Winters and 
Summers are short-lived and just ordinary. 

(15) What is the type of the climate in the strip situated 
around California ? (Mediterranean type of climate) 

. What is the condition of summers in this area and which winds 
bring about rainfall 2 
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The summers are dry and the winds from the sea cause rainfall 
during winter season. 


(16) From the point of view of climatic conditions, which 
part of United States of America may be compared with China ? 
(The South East part of America and the Northern part of 
Maxico) 


All this should be shown in the map. It should also be explai- 
ned that it is the cyclones that cause rainfall. There are no mon- 
soon winds. In the winter season the northern part is very cold 
and there is a good deal of rainfall. 


(17) What is the condition of the climate of South East Mexico 
and Central America ? (Carribean type) 


This climate is more or less the same as is found in monsoon 
regions. Here the season is hot and wet. 


(18) How many types of climates are found in North America ? 
(10 types) 
Recapitulation 


Certain questions may be put to the students and recapitula- 
tion and revision may be done. 


Home Work and Practical Exercise 


The students may be asked to show various climatic regions 
in the outline map in the North America. They may be asked to 
show different parts in different colours. 


The substance of the whole lesson may be put down on the 
blackboard and the students may be asked to copy it out on their 
exercise books. 


LESSON PLAN NO. 4 
Name of Institution 


D. A. V. Higher Secondary School, Gorakhpur 


Date—21.8.1969 Class IX V period 


Subject—Geography, 
Topic—currents, ebb and tides, 


Time—40 Minutes. 
General Aims 
(1) Study about the Sea and its water. 


(2) To show the influence of the currents, ebb and tides etc, 
on human life. 


. @) To bring about the development of the powe f imagi- 
nation and knowledge of the students, seo Seed 
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Specific age 

To explain to the students various types of currents and their 
form and qualities. 

To explain the various advantages that are caused by the 
currents, 
Teaching Aids 

(1) Map showing various currents of the Oceans of the world. 


(2) Map showing the water routes and sea routes of the 
world. 


(3) Map showing the directions of the winds. 
(4) Previous knowledge or the background. 


The students have studied the physical geography of the world. 
They are also aware of the Geography of land and the atmosphere. 
They have also read about the depth, temperature of the saline 
water of the ocean. They are also aware of the influence of the 
sun-rays on the water and Land. They have also made the com- 
parative study of the influence of the Sun-rays or Jand and water. 


Previous Experiences of the children 


The students have seen the current of the River. They have 
also seen the river in floods and studied its direction. They have 
seen that the flow of the river in the middle has grown furious 
but the shores are comparatively not so. They also know that 
the upper surface of the water is disturbed and affected by winds 


or other extraneous factors. 
Method of teaching 

In teaching the students about the currents and their in- 
fluence: on human life, the whole chapter should be divided into 
two parts. 
Part I. To deal with the following :— 

(1) Causes of the current. 

(2) Advantages caused by the currents. 

(3) Ebb and tides etc. 
Part II. This part contains the following :— 

(1) Information of the current. 

(2) Sea Routes. 

(3) Various cold and hot currents of different portions. 


Such a division shall make the study convenient. It shall 
also make the students interested in the study of the subject-matter. 
They get an opportunity to understand the whole thing in the 
Proper and prospective manner. They shall know about the 


138 TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY 


whole topic in detail. Such a division shall also be helpful in 
future study of the subject. 


Part I 


This may be studied with the help of the following ques- 
tions :— 

(1) What sort. of. motion takes place in the water, when the 
heat affects it. 

(2) Do the Sun rays affect the land first or the Sea ? 

Now the students should be directed to see the map showing 
different currents of the world in the Atlas and book. Map 
showing the different currents of the world ‘should be hung on 
the walls Then the foliowing questions may be put to the 
students. 

j (3) What do the circular lines shown in the waters of the Sea 
indicate ? 


(4) Small arrows indicate the Sea routes. Which direction 
do these Sea routes indicate ? 


(5) Dotted arrows indicate the current. In which direction 
do these currents flow ? 


(6) What are the main characteristics of the cold and hot 
currents ? 


(7) On which part of the earth do the Sun Rays fall straight 
through the whole year? What is their effect ? 


(8) What is the effect of the wind on hot and light water ? 
(9) Which power is responsible for driving water forward ? 


(10) Do the wind and sea continue to move constantly or 
not ? 


(11) What is the condition of heat and warmth near the polar 
regions ? 


(12) What is the effect on result of this thing on the Sea situa- 
ted in that region ? 


(13) Why do the hot current flow towards polar regions and 
cold currents towards equator. 


(14) Look into the map and enumerate the names of the cur- 
rents of Atlantic Ocean. 


(15) What are the causes of the Equatorial currents ? 


(16) Look into the map and find out the names of the currents 
that are affected by the currents of the Atlantic Ocean ? 


(17) Find out from the map the current of the Pacific Ocean 
and give out their names and route ? gar ee 
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(18). Find out the names of the current of the Indian Ocean 
and describe their routes and direction, 
Statement of the Teacher 


Now the teacher has to explain and indicate fully the routes of 
the different currents. He should also show these things in the 
map. The causes of the currents and their direction must be fully 
explained to the students, 


Part II 


Now the teacher should take up the topic of the effect of the 
currents on the waters and countries. He may develop his lesson 
With the help of the following questions— 


(1) What is the effect of the sea currents on the climate ? 


(2) What is the effect of the Gulf Stream and other currents 
of Eurasia on the neighbouring countries ? 


(3) What is the effect of the currents on the means of 
communication a Sea routes ? 


(4) What is the effect of the current on the trade and 
commerce ? 


(5) Why are the tides caused ? IA 
(6) What is the difference between tides and currents ? 
(7) What do you mean by ebb and tide ? 


(8) What is the gain of the Sea waters that are raised high by 
the tides ? 


(9) What do you mean by ebb and what are its gains ? 


Revision and recapitulation 

The teacher may carry out this task with the help of the 
following question— 

(1) Describe briefly the causes of the currents ? 

(2) Give description of the currents and their influence ? 

(3) Describe various effects of the current on human life ? 


(4) Practical work ? ý 

The teacher should instruct the students to do the following 
Practical works :— 

(1) Show different currents in the outlined map of the world 
and indicate their names. i 

(2) The teacher should himself draw a map of the current on 
the blackboard. 

(3) It shall be wise to ask the students to show separately 
the current of the different oceans, 
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The teacher may put down the substance of the topic on the 
Aa board and ask the students to copy them out on their exercise 
ooks. 


LESSON PLAN NO. 5 
Government High School Jaunpur 
Dated—20-12-69 4th period, 40 minutes. 


Subject 

Geography (Population of India). 
Sub Heading 

The distribution of the population. 
General Aims 


(1) To explain the influence of physical conditions on popula- 
tion of a country. 


(2) To explain the prosperity of India. 


(3) To explain the condition of India in the world, in regard 
to population, industry etc, 


Specific Aims 


(1) To explain the effect of physical factors on the density of 
population. 


(2) To bring out clearly the effect of physical factors on the 
life of people and also to bring out the social, political and economic 
development with reference to physical conditions 
Teaching Aids 


The teacher may use the following in order to make the lesson 
interesting and useful :— 


(1) Map of India showing the physical conditions, climate, 
product, population, etc. 


(2) Outline map of India, atlas, etc. 


(3) Black-board, pointer and chalk sticks of different 
colours. 


Background or previous knowledge 
The students have learnt about the following :— 
(a) Physical conditions of India. 
(b) Climate. 
(c). Agricultural products, 
(d) Industry and commerce ; handicraft, trade, ete, 


Ier 
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Introduction 

_ The teacher may put the following questions to the students 
and introduce the lesson : 

(1) At what place does a man like to live ? Why ? 

_'2) What are the factors necessary for a man to live ata 

particular place ? 
__ (3) What facilities are available to people of India living in 

different parts of the country ? 


fe (4) Give the distribution and details of the population of 
ndia ? 


Statement of aims by the teacher 


The teacher shall explain to the students that they have to 
study about the population of India. 


Main Lesson and its teaching 
The teacher would issue the following directions to the students 
and put various questions :— 


Q (1) He shall ask the students, “Look at your alias and explain 
in which parts of the country the population is dense j 


(2) In what part of the country the population is meagre ? 


(3) What is the climatic conditions and physical wealth of the 
areas that are densely populated ? What are the main crops there ? 
Why is it so ? 
ice ) What is the fertility of the areas that are thinly popu- 

(5) Why do the people not live in the deserts, forests and 
mountain areas ? 

(6) Why does heavy rainfall take place in the north-eastern 
and western coastal areas of India ? 

(7) Explain the causes of difference in rainfall in different parts 
of the country ? 


TANA Why is population dense in fertile and rich areas of 


(9) Where are the industrial centres situate in India ? 
Ww (10) What are the chief and important industries of India ? 
here are they located and why ? 


(11) What is the condition of population of the industrial 
Centres of the land ? 


: (12) From the point of view of trade, 
Ountry are densely populated ? 


which parts of the 
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(13) Why isit that population in India is dense in fertile 
plains ? 

How is it that big industrial cities are situated in plains ? 

(14) What is the chief industry of India ? 

(15) How is it that in certain parts of the country there is only 
average population ? 


(16) How is it that in the northern plains, specially in Bengal 
population is thickest and why it goes on diminishing and in the 
southera westera desert it is very scarce ? 


(17) Which cities of India are very densely populated ? 


(18) How is that eastern part of the Indian Peninsula is not 
thickly populated ? 


After these questions have been put to the students and their 
answers ascertained, the topic ‘distribution of population in India’ 
Shall be clear to them. Now the teacher will have the task of 
revising the lesson. He can do it with the heip of certain questions. 
Recapitulation 

In order to bring about recapitulation and revisions, the teacher 
may put the following questions to the students :— 


(1) What is the condition of the land of the northern part of 
India ? 

(2) What is the condition average and of the rainfall of the 
area ? 

(3) What are the means employed for irrigation of the land ? 


(4) Describe in detail the population in the southern part of 
India ? 

(5) How is it that the population is thin in the Central Plateau 
of India ? 


(9) Why is population thin and scarce ia the deserts of 
Rajasthan and Thar ? 


(7). Why do the cereals form the major part of the diet of the 
people of India ? 


(8) Why so much of difference is found in the ways of life of 
the people of different States of the country ? 


(9) Why does religion play an important part in the socio- 
economic life of the people of India ? 


(10) What is the play of India in the world from the point of 
view of population ? Why ? 
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Blackboard work and practical exercise 


(a) The teacher should put down the substance. of the whole- 
lesson on the black board and ask the students to copy it on their 
exercise book. 


(b) The students should be asked to show the distribution of 
the population on the map of India. 


(c) Important and densely Populated cities should be shown 
on the map of India. 


(d) The students should be encouraged to draw the map 
showing the population of the country. 
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